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By the time you read this, hopefully we will 
all be finally celebrating the arrival of spring 
and all that it offers … budding trees, tulips 
and daffodils, shedding horses, longer 
daylight hours and, yes…maybe even 
warmer temperatures.

With it, spring brings the start of a fresh 
season of clinics, shows and the Midwest 
Horse Fair. In between pulling manes, 
cleaning up muddy horses and wiping the 
winter grime off your saddles and bridles, 
check out the schedule of events at the end 
of this month’s eQuester. I think you’ll be 
pleased with the variety of dressage and 
eventing clinics, recognized schooling 
shows (which count toward WDCTA’s 
Awards Program – be sure to sign up!), not 
to mention chapter meetings featuring 
educational talks and demos. 

As the president of our GMO, I get periodic 
emails about educational opportunities from 
USDF and USEF. For example, did you 
know The Dressage Foundation now has a 
fund, sponsored by the Dreitzler family, to 
award grants for adult amateurs and/or 
young riders to attend educational sessions 
at the Spanish Riding School’s Heidenberg 
Training Center? How cool is that? Initial 
grants will cover only the tuition costs, but 
The Dressage Foundation plans to expand 
the fund to eventually cover transportation, 
lodging and other related expenses for up 
to two months of training. Check out the 
details at The Dressage Foundation, and 
then think about applying for this opportun-
ity of a lifetime.

As a horse-crazy kid growing up in a very 
small town outside of Oshkosh, I saw the 
Disney movie, Miracle of the White Stallions, 
over and over again. This was the story 

about how U.S. 
General Patton and 
Austria’s Col. 
Podhajsky worked 
together during WWII 
to save the Lipizzaner 

stallions. I didn’t even know 
what dressage was back in 
1963 when this movie came 
out, but I was in awe of these 
beautiful horses performing 
their amazing dancing 
movements to music with 
precision. And of course, I  
cried my eyes out when they 
were saved. For me, that film 
fueled the fire for my childhood 
dream of owning a horse and 
learning to ride so elegantly 
and compassionately that a 
horse would be willing to 
perform all those amazing 
movements for me.

The story doesn’t end here. 
Imagine my thrill, some 25 
years later, when I found  
myself in Vienna, Austria, and 
my boyfriend (now husband) 
surprised me with gallery seats 
to a performance at THE 
Spanish Riding School!!  (And, 
by the way, I still didn’t really 
know what dressage was, even 
then.) Does it get any better 
than this? I’m not much of a 
crier, but my eyes pooled 
during the first few minutes of the 
performance, and by the second half, the 
tears were flowing freely. It was a dream-
come-true … something to truly celebrate. 
The horses were well schooled, the riding 
was beautiful, and the whole experience 
was something I’ll always remember.

Fast-forward another 25 years…and now 
there’s an opportunity to actually ride and 
train at the Spanish Riding School’s training 
center. Now I do know what dressage is 
and how much patience, dedicated work 

and discipline it takes to make the smallest 
improvement. Should I apply? Why not?  
What’s the worst that could happen …         
I won’t get the grant. I certainly won’t fulfill 
my dream if I don’t put myself out-there  
and apply.

Do you have a dream that you haven’t 
pursued? Maybe it’s not a grant to study at 
the Spanish Riding School … maybe it’s 
something completely different. I encourage 
you to go after that dream. It will never 
come true unless you go after it.  
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Donations of all sizes are greatly appreciated!

The Heldenberg 
Training Center 

Fund has been  
established in memory 
of E.L. Dreitzler by 
Ralph and Freddie 
Dreitzler in conjunction 
with the Dreitzler family. 
This Fund will 
provide grants to 
nonprofessional 
North American riders for  
theoretical study and/or  
training at the Heldenberg  
Training Center. Initial grants 
will cover the tuition costs of 
attending the Spanish Riding 
School’s Training Center.

As the grant fund grows,  
future grants may also  
cover all or a portion of the  
transportation, lodging  
and related expenses  
for up to two months  
of training.  

To make a donation  
to the Foundation,  
\RX�FDQ�FDOO�RXU�RIÀFH� 
at (402) 434-8585  
for credit card gifts,  
send your check  

payable to The Dressage  
Foundation at our  

address below,  
or visit our  
website 

www.DressageFoundation.org to 
donate via PayPal. Donations  
in all amounts help support  
the work that we do!

Grant applications are due  
DW�WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ�RIÀFH�E\� 
July 1, 2013, and recipients will 
have up to two years to use the 
funds. Application forms and  
    instructions are available at  

 www.DressageFoundation.org 
or by calling The Dressage 
)RXQGDWLRQ�RIÀFH�DW� 
(402) 434-8585.

Dreitzler Family, Spanish  
Riding School Create  
New Grant Fund at  

The Dressage Foundation

President’s Message
Mary Hanneman

http://www.dressagefoundation.org/Heldenberg_Training_Center_Fund.htm
http://www.dressagefoundation.org/Heldenberg_Training_Center_Fund.htm
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Turning a “What-If?” into a “You 
Bet!”
 
Anke Johnson gave me a mental kick in the butt. 

Her presentation at the WDCTA conference and annual meeting (see page 4) made me realize 
that while I do have positive beliefs about my abilities, skills and expectations, I also internalize  
a lot of,  what Anke called, disempowering talk. Which can turn into self-fulfilling prophecies      
to … fail.
 
Anke had us think about some personal goals. They could be goals related to riding or some   
other aspect of our lives. She then had us write down the what-if beliefs that may be hindering    
us from reaching our goals, and lastly she had us identify ways to move those what-ifs from 
hindrances to help.
 
I won’t bore you with my list of my disempowering beliefs, but by identifying ways to bump these 
obstacles out of the way helped me get unstuck from the what-if.
 
Since her presentation, I’ve continued thinking about what Anke had to say. As a result, I’ve 
come up with a plan to address some of my own riding and personal goals. To achieve them, 
I’ve identified a solid plan to improve my riding; a plan to move the training along of my show 
horse   as well as my three Diamond Hit young ladies; a plan to continue sharpening my abilities 
as a judge candidate; and a plan to focus on my own fitness and nutrition. 

I think four focus areas are enough. Maybe too much? No way! I’m empowering myself to 
achieve my goals and...I have a plan to get there.

Speaking of overcoming obstacles, I was happy to see two friends on their feet again. Well,  
more than “on their feet” – but back in the saddle! Shelly Reichart has been riding for about four 
weeks since her terrible knee injury last September. Great to see her more mobile when I take 
my lessons from her, instead of limping to and from her chair to teach! Plus, she’s back putting 
Wally through all his Grand Prix movements. It was also a huge relief to find Shannon Langer in 
Shelly’s barn aisle after my lesson. I asked her if, after getting bucked off and, among other 
things, fracturing her jaw and breaking teeth in January, she was at all nervous about her first 
ride or if there were any residual mental/emotional effects. She laughed and said, “No, it wasn’t 
my horse’s fault. Besides, I’d be going crazy if I wasn’t riding!” 

If I hadn’t known that Shelly and Shannon were 
unable to attend the WDCTA conference, I would 
have sworn they had heard Anke’s presentation 
about empowering beliefs!!
 
Now, put your plan into action and do what it 
takes to get where you want to go. If you think it, 
you can do it!

             Caryn

ON THE BIT

Caryn Vesperman
Newsletter Editor

All advertisements, articles 
and photographs (with 
photo release) should be 
submitted to the editor by 
the 15th of the preceding 
month of publication. 

Ads and calendar of events 
submissions will appear in 
both the eQuester and on 
the WDCTA website.

Payment for advertisements 
should be submitted via 
PayPal through the WDCTA 
website (www.wdcta.org)   
or mailed to the editor. 

CONTACT INFO
(608) 455-2208

W1619 King Road
Brooklyn, WI 53521

newsletter@wdcta.org

WANTED:
Intern

I’m looking for someone who 
wants to help write articles 

and do some editing. Anyone 
who likes to write? Any 

journalism or English majors 
out there? Or, any junior/young 

riders who want to put in 
some volunteer hours? 

Contact:
newsletter@wdcta.org

http://www.wdcta.org
http://www.wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
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WHERE DO YOU LIVE?
I grew up in Hazelhurst, WI and attend 
college at Michigan State University (MSU). 

FAMILY?
I have three brothers. Two of my brothers 
are older than me, and my third brother is 
my twin. I’m the only one in my family who 
rides horses, but my mom loves being 
around the horses and my dad is very 
supportive of my riding endeavors. 

HOW MANY HORSES DO YOU HAVE?
I have six horses. I still own the first two 
horses my parents purchased. They are 23 
and 24 years old, and happily retired at my 
parent’s barn in Wisconsin. My two current 
show horses are Sacramento, a.k.a. 
George (pictured above) and Rehlein. 
Sacramento is 14-year-old Dutch Warm-
blood gelding that I have owned for seven 
years. I competed him in Juniors and 
Young Riders, and now we are schooling 
the Grand Prix. Rehlein is an eight-year-old 
Oldenburg mare, schooling 4th level. I have 
owned her since she was three, and I am 
enjoying the journey of developing a horse 
through the levels. I also have two German 
Sport Pony mares: Cadence and Appari-
tion. Cadence is four; Apparition is three. 

WHO DO YOU TAKE LESSONS WITH?
I’m fortunate to have wonderful trainers 
helping me with my riding. I currently train 
with Jessica Jo Tate (JJ) and Maryal 
Barnett. I have ridden with JJ for nine 
years, and she has been both a trainer  
and a mentor for me since I started riding 
for her when I was 12 years old. I started 
working with Maryal this past fall when       
I moved to MSU, and she has been 
wonderful to work with. I lesson with      
her weekly, while I am at school. 

FAVORITE HORSE (PAST OR CURRENT)
I have had wonderful horses, so it’s difficult 
to pick a favorite. However, George is the 
horse who first introduced me to competi-
tive dressage. Both George and I only 
knew through Second level at the time my 
parents purchased him, so together we 
have developed through the levels. Not 
only is George a great athlete, but he also 
has a wonderful personality and loves 
people. He is a joy to be around, whether 

you are riding him or handling him on the 
ground. George is a once-in-a-lifetime 
horse for me, and I am enjoying every 
minute of working with him. 

OTHER PETS BESIDES YOUR HORSES?
I adopted two barn cats this past fall. They 
are both calicos. My family has always 
loved cats, so it was a matter of time 
before I got my own. I love them both!

MOST INTERESTING EXPERIENCE 
WITH A HORSE AT HOME, AT AN 
EVENT/CLINIC OR COMPETITION?
In the fall of 2011, I was invited to compete 
at the USEF Nationals as a Young Rider. 
After the first day of competition, I was 
standing in fourth place, but I knew I had a 
chance at finishing third if I had a good ride 
the second day (the average score from 
the two days decides the final placing). 

When I was warming up for my second 
class, it was just me and the top two  
riders from the day before getting ready  
for our tests. The energy in the arena was 
so intense. I started putting too much 
pressure on George, so about five minutes 
before I was to go in the ring, my trainer,  
JJ Tate, and sport psychologist, Dr. Jenny 
Susser, told me to take a walk break on a 
long rein to clear my head. I didn’t put 
George back together until I was going 
around the outside of the ring, but when 

I did pick up my reins again, George felt 
wonderful. I was amazed at how much  
riding is affected by our mental state. I am 
now a huge believer in sports psychology 
for riders. So many of us spend several 
hours a week practicing at home, but are 
distracted by nerves at the show. In order 
to be a top competitor, we must learn to 
stay focused under pressure and in the 
show ring.

WHAT OR WHO INSPIRES YOU WITH 
YOUR RIDING?
Anytime I see a happy horse ridden fairly,   
I am inspired. My goal every day when I 
ride is to have a horse that wants to work. 
That is what makes dressage so beautiful.  
I think Steffen Peters is an excellent exam-
ple of a top dressage rider who is fair to his 
horses, and his horses always look like 
they enjoy their work. I am always inspired 
when I watch Steffen teach and ride.

DO YOU DO DRESSAGE, EVENTING, 
TRAIL RIDING, OTHER?
Dressage.

WHAT WAS THE MOST FUN HORSE 
EXPERIENCE YOU'VE EVER HAD?
When I was 14, my mom, my trainer and    
I went to Europe to look at horses for sale. 
We were searching for a horse that could 
be my first FEI partner. I had never been 
outside of the United States, so traveling 
to another country was a great experience 
in itself. Not only did we look at sale 
horses, but we also got to tour some top 
breeding barns in Holland. At the end of 
the week, I had decided I wanted 
Sacramento (George) to be my next horse. 
George arrived in Wisconsin on Christmas 
Eve, and he was the best Christmas gift     
I could ever ask for. If I could relive that 
trip, I would in a heartbeat.  

Editor’s Note:  
Katie’s goals as the WDCTA Junior/Young 
Rider representative for this year include 
connecting with juniors and young riders 
via emails, the WDCTA Facebook page  
and web site. She also wants to encourage 
juniors and young riders to get more 
involved in volunteering for WDCTA -–  
from helping at events to writing for the 
newsletter. In addition, she would like to 
see another Jeremy Steinberg USDF 
Junior/Young Rider Clinic.

To connect with Katie, contact her:

Phone: (715) 892-3113
email: katiefoster1@hotmail.com

Get to Know Your WDCTA State Board Members
Junior/Young Rider 

Representative
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WDCTA 2012 ANNUAL MEETING 
AND 

AWARDS BANQUET

By Caryn Vesperman
 
Attendees at the 
WDCTA Conference 
were very similar to 
their horses: They 
were “sitting down” 
and getting 
“engaged.”
 
Anke Johnson, 
founder of Natural 
Solutions, focused 
on the rider, with a 
presentation applicable to our lives – even beyond riding.
 
Her talk, “Better Beliefs From the Foundation Up!”, focused on 
how we riders can make progress by working on ourselves even 
when we’re not on our horses. She started with having us think 
about our Belief Elevator and its relationship to our identity. Our 
belief elevator has to do with the experiences we have and our 
behaviors – which are “elevated” to what we think of ourselves. 
This encompasses our self-talk, what we and others believe about 
ourselves, as well as our skills and expectations. She said to 
accomplish a goal, we have to raise our belief to a conviction.
 
Of course, if your belief about yourself is negative, you can it to a  
negative conviction in a similar way to how you’d raise a positive 
belief to a conviction. Anke explained there are Disempowering 
Beliefs (“I might get hurt”, “I’m not a good enough rider”, “I don’t 
have enough time”, “I’m not good enough”) and Empowering 
Beliefs (“I’m determined,” “I can get this,” “I have a wonderful 

trainer to help me”). It’s not hard to see if you focus on the 
Disempowering Beliefs, you will fulfill that prophecy.
 
Anke also talked about What-If scenarios, which feed into either 
your disempowering or empowering beliefs, and how we can 
move the what-if scenarios from a hindrance to a help. If you think, 
“What if I ruin my nice horse because I don’t know what I’m 
doing?”, you could focus on that disempowering belief and get 
stuck.
 

All enjoyed Anke’s presentation. Attendees pictured: (Photo on left, from left) Melinda DeLuca, Nicki Butler, Stephanie Severn, Becky Bebber-Wells, Chris 
Sarko.  (Photo on right, from left) Jessica Smith-Bagley, DeAnn Howard, Diane Brault, Peggy Orzel, (unidentified) and Mary Hanneman (in foreground).

Conference Attendees Were Engaged

Anke Johnson walked everyone through steps to identify goals and 
ways to achieve them by replacing disempowering beliefs and working 
on afFORMmations – and commiting to steps.

Continued on next page

“Regardless of your 
experience or how entrenched 
your habits are, you can 
achieve what you want with 
your horse and in your life if 
you can honestly say I’m 
ready to do what it takes.”

- Anke Johnson
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Anke suggested focusing on empowering 
beliefs. To do this, we need to making a 
plan using afFORMations. If you don’t 
think, “I’m going to ruin my horse” but 
rather, “I want to make sure my horse and I 
progress in the right way”, you may start to 
brainstorm ways to accomplish this by, for 
example,  committing yourself to a lesson 
once a week with a reputable trainer, 
reading one dressage training book a 
quarter, and/or watching videos on the 
USDF e-TRAK site.
 

Anke 
stressed 
that only by 
believing in 
ourselves 
and coming 
up with 
some 
ideas, will 
we reach 
our goals.
 
For more information about Anke’s 
coaching, contact her at (608) 467-0008 or 

visit her website at 
www.naturalsolutionsbyanke.com.
 

WDCTA Conference continued “What is the hurdle that you continually 
smack up against as a rider?...Are these the 
same challenges you face in your life? The 
journey to being a stronger and happier 
riding partner is the same journey to being a 
stronger and happier mother, daughter, 
companion, thinker, worker, individual.”

- Anke Johnson

 Special Conference Bonus:
 An Informal Gathering with International U.S. Eventer, Kim Severson

Kim Severson spent all day helping 
riders improve their jumping (while 
staying warm!) at Judd’s Green 
Meadows Farm in Belleville, WI. 

(Directly above) Kim teaching. (Above right) Kim 
answering a myriad of questions about training, her 
experience at national and international events, 
coaching a student at the 2012 London Olympics, 
overcoming nerves, and more. (Right) The group of 
dressage and eventing enthusiasts enjoyed talking with 
Kim over cocktails and later at dinner. (Kim is in black 
jacket, holding a water glass, in lower right corner.)

http://www.naturalsolutionsbyanke.com/
http://www.naturalsolutionsbyanke.com/
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By Caitrin O’Shea

Our recent Kim Severson clinic was a huge success for those who 
braved the frigid temperatures! After (during?) a particularly brutal 
winter, all the horses had their share of cobwebs, but Kim came in 
like a tornado of knowledge to sweep them away, making all the 
horse-and-rider combinations better for it! 

For myself, it was the uncomfortable realization of how much I let 
my mare "get away with." I point her at the jump, she jumps it, no 
questions asked. But when Kim made me sit up and take charge 
of the situation, Zahra found this new power structure very off-
putting, and made her opinion known to all! 

Kim makes all riders, regardless of their level, accountable for their 
ride. We saw it in the ground pole class, where she demanded 
straight lines and even tempo, all the way up to 

the Preliminary group, where flying lead changes were executed 
riding forward and on the mark.

Riders and auditors alike got a lot out of the clinic, and I can't wait 
to have her back this summer! Please keep your eyes peeled for 
an updated date for the summer clinic – as the secret gets out 
about this clinic series, it will start to fill up fast!

What the Riders Had to Say
"I never realized that I do have a heavy seat, especially given that I 
don't consider myself a dressage rider. I guess I've ridden one 
stopper/bucker too many. However, if  I want to make it easy for 
my horse to properly lift its back, I need my seat to be more 
forgiving and lighter, while still maintaining a soft connection. One 
week after the clinic, I had exactly that breakthrough: A properly 
lifted back just because I managed to keep my seat consistently 
lighter. My horse must have thought, 'Wow, that feels so much 
better. Lady, you finally got it!' "

- Caitrin O’Shea

Eventers and Auditors Brave Chilly March Temperatures

Olympian Kim Severson Inspires

(Above) Jessica Smith-Bagely gets position help from Kim Severson. 
(Left) Caitrin O’Shea on her young horse, Zahara la Zingara.

Continued on next page
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"Don't avoid your problems: Deal with 
them."

 - Mary McSweeney

What the Auditors Had to Say
"[I] came away with realistic ideas for my 
horses and met some great fellow 
eventers."                                           - Julie

"Great clinic! It was good to watch how she 
broke everything down and how clear and 
concise she was."                         - Heather

"[Afterwards] I tried a more forward, more 
energetic warm-up instead of a long walk 
at the start of my ride. Fleet was much 
more interested in getting to work after 
a few big canter loops on a long rein and 
in two-point."                                    - Marti

Kim Severson continued Lija Siltumens with Kim.

(Above) Kim adjusts a saddle. 

(Top right and immediate right) Krissy 
Ally Marth over a jump, and her smile 
sums up the clinic!
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Tim Holekamp, president of ATA 
provides a theory

....For years I have wondered how the 
dimensions and letters were set for the 
current dressage arena used worldwide. 
The word, “dressage,” is clearly French. 
The activity of training military horses in 
obedience on the flat goes back more than 
two thousand years to Greece and Rome. 
“Classical” dressage is at least 500 years 
old; but still....those are some pretty weird 
and non-sequential letter choices along the 
sides of the arena, and why exactly 20 
meters by 60 meters?

Those of us with a German horse prejudice 
will be happy to know that both questions 
are answered in Germany history. The 
arena size matches precisely the highly 
regimented system of German cavalry 
barracks, whose stable blocks were almost 
always sited with spaces between them 
measuring 20 by 60 meters, thus creating 
the space for exercising horses on the flat. 
When dressage was formalized as an 
Olympic sport in 1912, the parameters 
were set by military men, and the 
measurements became standardized.

The part about the letters is actually fun to 
research. Quite a few modern sources say 
things like, “There are many theories, but 
no one knows for sure,” but when one 
actually goes looking at all the “theories,” 
they all go back to the same answer, 
maybe with some translational mistakes, 
leading to confusion by non-Germans. The 
bottom line is that there really is only one 
explanation, and it goes back to 19th 
century Prussian Berlin, where the Imperial 
Court stables had a “hof” or exercise 
stableyard large enough to accommodate 
training of the several hundred horses that 
worked and lived there. It was also used to 
“stage” horses and riders for large parades 
and other ceremonies. To avoid confusion 
of place, specific tie-sites were identified 
where the mounts of various people were 
to be held waiting for their riders.

Letters were painted on the walls of the 
adjoining stable buildings to identify those 
sites.  Here (illustrations on the right) is the 
“key” to understanding each letter, and you 
may see how that “arena” was marked just 
the same as the large arena you work in 
today. Oh, to breed the horse qualified to 
be tied up at K or F!

The Origin of the Arena Letters Reprinted from the March/April 2013 issue 
of the American Trakehner Association’s 

newsletter, Trakehner Times.
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By Haley Madden

This is the first of a three-
part series about 
priorities in riding. I know 
in my own riding and 
relationships with horses,  
maintaining good 
priorities can be difficult 
at best.  That’s why I 
thought I’d share some 
thoughts about priorities 
with my WDCTA friends!

Imagine yourself back in 
the shoes of a beginning 
dressage rider.  “Try to let 
your seat follow the 
horse,” your instructor 
might say. “And keep 
your fingers closed. Let 
your thighs drape on the 
horse, and lift your chest 
while keeping your core 
engaged.  Your heels 
should be down, but not 
forced down. And look 
up. Don’t grip with your 
calves, and keep your 
knees forward. Elbows by 
your sides!”

Do you remember what that was like? 
Feeling like you had a thousand things to 
do? Being overwhelmed? You might feel 
like that in your lessons even today if your 
instructor goes too quickly or covers too 
much.

Some people might have the cognitive 
capacity to think about all those things at 
once. Those people are probably gearing 
up for WEG 2014, and all the power to 
them. But, I have a hunch that most of us 
simply can’t focus on too many details.

In fact, research shows that multi-tasking is 
generally inefficient and a poor use of time.  
We as humans just don’t have the ability to 
focus well on more than one thing at a 
time. We do best when we put our 
resources toward one goal or pursuit at a 
time.

But, you might be protesting, riding 
requires doing 26 things at once! We have 
to think about all those things! And you’re 
right; riding well has many facets, and we 
often have to think about several things at 

once until they become muscle memory.  
However, I think it’s easy to get caught up 
in the “beginning rider syndrome” – we try 
to do too many things with our positions 
and end up doing them poorly.

To help, I have one word: priorities. Just as 
we have priorities for the horse in the form 
of the training pyramid, so we must have 
priorities for our own position. It doesn’t 
matter if your heels are up if you’re tipped 
forward like a hunchback. Your open 
fingers might not be such a concern if your 
legs are flapping like laundry in the breeze.  
We must prioritize the fundamentals of our 
position before we can fine tune. And just 
as we do with our horses, we have to 
check these basics consistently, 
thoroughly, and without the anxiety of 
trying to fit as much information as 
possible.

Too often, we get caught up in the details 
and forget about the beautiful fundamentals 
of our dressage position. Is your seat 
stable, following, and connected? Is your 
back supple and your core engaged? Are 
your shoulders pulled back with your chest 
lifted? Are your thighs lying quietly on the 

horse? Are your calves relaxed and 
stretched? These are the questions we 
need to ask ourselves each time we place 
ourselves on the horse’s back, and we 
must ask them one at a time, calmly and 
methodically, so our minds and our bodies 
have time to process. In that way, acquiring 
a good, effective position will become 
muscle memory, freeing up the mental 
space to look at those all-important details.  
But if we think about the details while 
ignoring the fundamentals, we will have lost 
the message entirely.

More than anything, we should remember 
the purpose of developing a good position.  
Our first job is to stay out of the horse’s 
way, to let him express his movement and 
potential without interference from the fully-
grown human sitting on his back. Then, our 
job is to be clear and effective by being as 
assertive as necessary and as quiet as 
possible. The only way we can achieve 
these goals is through a correct position, 
and the most efficient way to a good 
position is the way we accomplish 
anything: One step at a time.

Doing 32 Things at Once
(Otherwise Known as ... Doing Nothing at All)

Haley Madden guides Alouette IK through the water hazard at the pair's first combined driving event with the help of owner 
and navigator Ingrid Krause.
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BUSINESS MEMBERS 
Support Your WDCTA Business Members

Cambridge Country Veterinary Services
Elaine Burkhart

Custom Saddlery
Robyn Drake

Excalibur Insurance
Tom Mikulice

Heather Lindroth

Lindinhof Equine Sport Zentrum

Midwest English Tack
Kim Amini

Andrea Schten Dressage

Sunflower Farms

Sally Wiley

Return of the Mini-Event?
By Nicki Butler

Hello, fellow eventers or, in my case, soon-
to-be-eventer again. 

How many people out there remember the 
Baraboo Mini-Event?

Southwest Chapter of the (then) Wisconsin 
Dressage Association (WDA) started 
running the Baraboo Mini-EVen in 1986, 
and, I believe, it ran for 15-16 years at 
Domino Stables in Baraboo. We have an 
impressive list of riders who started their 
eventing career at Barabo. I wish I had a 
complete list. I know many may recognize 
Clare VanderWoude, Caitrin O’Shea, Nicole 
Trapp and many others!

We have a chance to once again present 
the awesomely important concept of 
Eventing 101 to a new generation of riders 
or, okay, maybe also to a not-so-new 
generation of riders.

John Freiburger of Hickory Knoll Stables in 
Fitchburg has offered to be the host for a 
mini-event. For those who are unfamiliar 
with the farm, Hickory Knoll runs a CDE 
the third weekend in July ever year, so has 
courses with driving obstacles including 

water (not planned as an obstacle for the 
proto level!).

We are tentatively looking at a date in late 
August or September, pending many 
things.

Back in the age when we rode dinosaurs 
(wow, talk about saddle-fit problems!), I ran 
the first B-boo event, was the course 
designer/builder, show secretary, cross-
country clinician and dressage judge, as 
well as the one who drove the truckload of 
stadium jumps up from Hoofers for the 
weekend. With the help of many fantastic 
volunteers, we pulled off a FUN, 
educational and affordable event.

I believe we can do it again. I’ve heard 
many people mourn the passing of the 
min-event, and although there are others in 
Wisconsin and elsewhere, I believe 
WDCTA can provide a great service to 
upcoming riders for the future.

I’m at the beginning stages of putting a 
proposal together. Interested in helping 
out? Call or email me at:

Nicki Butler
(608) 358-2589
findawayfarm@yahoo.com

* The icon above was used during the 
days of the mini-event and still is 
apropos today to represent eventing in 
Wisconsin.

mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:tom@excaliburinsurance.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:tom@excaliburinsurance.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:pirateslife4me007@yahoo.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:pirateslife4me007@yahoo.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:lindinhof1@hotmail.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:lindinhof1@hotmail.com?subject=email%20subject
http://www.midwestenglishtack.com
http://www.midwestenglishtack.com
mailto:aschten2000@yahoo.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:aschten2000@yahoo.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:office@sunflowerfarms.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:office@sunflowerfarms.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:sallywiley@sbcglobal.net?subject=email%20subject
mailto:sallywiley@sbcglobal.net?subject=email%20subject
mailto:findawayfarm@yahoo.com
mailto:findawayfarm@yahoo.com
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Free Dressage 
Lessons!

 
  WDCTA is offering a limited number of free, training and first level 
  dressage lessons in conjunction with the USDF Instructors 
  Certification Program!

  Horses and riders should be working on training or first level, and 
  be fit enough for a 45-minute lesson. Horses should be confident 
  with being  ridden in unfamiliar arenas. As well as the benefits of a 
  free lesson for your horse and/or you, you will be giving back to our 
  sport by helping our eight instructors on their road to becoming 
  certified by USDF. 

  Extra perks include a free stall for your horse and free auditing of  
  the entire clinic for you!

  Auditors are welcome, also. Click here.
        
  For more information, contact Stephanie.
       
  To apply for a free lesson, click here.
 

Plan Ahead!
Don’t forget to send in your application 
for the 2013 WDCTA awards for both 
dressage and eventing. The new 
awards chair is Marie Caldwell. Forms 
are available on the WDCTA website 
under Forms.

mailto:http://www.wdcta.org/2013_forms/IP_april_audit.pdf
mailto:http://www.wdcta.org/2013_forms/IP_april_audit.pdf
mailto:hopefulfarm@gmail.com
mailto:hopefulfarm@gmail.com
mailto:http://www.wdcta.org/2012_forms/DemoRiderApplication.pdf
mailto:http://www.wdcta.org/2012_forms/DemoRiderApplication.pdf
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GAEA’S FARM, INC.
Sally Wiley
W5332 State Line Road
Walworth, IL 53184
(847) 864-7855
sallywiley@sbcglobal.net
Indoor arena with Pinnacle 
footing, outdoor arena with 
GGT footing, large stalls with 
mattress floors, wash stall, 
club room, limited lessons.

GRAND PRIX FARM
Jackie Luebke-Puetz
15034 Hwy. X
Kiel, WI 53042
(920) 693-3367
cvestor@aol.com
66 x 150’ indoor arena with 
mirrors, viewing lounge, 
matted stalls, cleaned daily, 
4x/day feedings, hot/cold 
wash rack, screened facility -- 
no bugs, heated bathroom, 
hunt course, outside dressage 
ring, lesson horse available. 

LEGACY DRESSAGE CENTER
Galina Shelepov
W782 Hwy. 11
Burlington, WI 53105
(262) 767-2883
legacydressage@gmail.com
Training and teaching facility, 
60 x 200’ heated indoor arena 
with mirrors and standard-
size outdoor arena -- both 
with high-quality footing, 
insulated barn with wash stall,  
private/semi-private turnouts.

LINDINHOFF EQUINE SPORTS 
ZENTRUM
Megan McIsaac
4246 Schneider Drive
Oregon, WI 53575
(608) 445-8531
lindinhof1@aol.com
Indoor with mirrors and 80 x 
200’ sand outdoor, individual 
and group turnout, wash stall,  
solarium, numerous trails, 
lessons and monthly training.

LONE TREE FARM
Megan Dischler
N80 W39490 McMahon Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
(920) 265-2145
www.lonetreefarm.org
90 x 185’ heated indoor arena,   
all-weather footing, paddocks, 
large grass pastures,15 x 15’ 
stalls with soft-stall footing,   
5 x day customized nutrition/
hay, 140 acres of trails, 
caretaker and trainer on site.

ANDREA SCHTEN
La Roge Stable
W349 S10131 Bittersweet Court
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 470-4557
aschten@hotmail.com
80 x 200’ indoor arena, 80 x 
160’ outdoor arena, heated 
barn with 12 x 12’ stalls, 
heated lounge, hot/cold 
waster washrack, PVC fenced 
paddocks, trails, dressage 
training and instructor on site,  
school horses available.

SUNFLOWER FARMS
19000 - 128th Street
Bristol, WI 53104
www.sunflowerfarms.com
Three heated indoor rings, 
four outdoor rings, 100 turn-
outs -- 22 all-weather turn-
outs, seven barns on 170 
acres, 24-hour security, open 
7 days a week until 9:30 p.m.

 

TRACEY DIKKERS
Dundee Training Stable
N6482 Silver Road
Monticello, WI 53570
(608) 220-2628
traceydikkers@gmail.com
Shown through Intermediare I, 
trained through Grand Prix, 
USDF Bronze and Silver 
medals on self-trained horses. 
L graduate with distinction. 
Ride regularly with top 
instructors. Teach all levels 
and travel for clinics/lessons.

MEGAN DISCHLER
Dressage Solutions LLC
N80 W39490 McMahon Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
(920) 265-2145
www.dressagesolutions.com
Dressage training and lessons 
for horse and riders through 
third level, 12 years of dres-
sage experience -- ridden 
through Prix St. George, 10 
years of teaching experience, 
enrolled in USDF Instructor 
Certification Program, start 
young horses, creative solu-
tions for problem horses, 
school horses. Will travel.

SHARON JOHNSON
956 Gale Drive
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
(608) 253-7018
sharonj956@gmail.com
USEF “r” judge - hunter, hunt 
seat equitation, jumper. 
Dressage - Training through 
FEI. Students have earned 
USDF, USEF, WDCTA, IDCTA, 
Gold and Bronze awards. 40 
years teaching experience, 
available to teach at other 
barns, and will travel. Lessons 
at own facility w/ outdoor 
arena, and in 100’ x 220’ S 
Reverse S Farms indoor in 
Arena, WI, plus gives clinics 
and equine sports massage.

JOAN LEUCK-WAAK
Angels Flight Farm
4823 Range Lind Road
Manitowoc, WI 54220
(920) 758-2903
angelsflightfarm@lakefield.net
B.S. in Animal Science-Horse 
emphasis. “L” graduate and 
USDF Silver and Bronze 
medalist on self-trained 
horse, competed to PSG and 
schooling GP. Diverse 25-year 
experience and background 
in teaching people and horses 
from Training Level to upper 
levels. Will travel for clinics 
and lessons.

JACKIE LUEBKE-PUETZ
Grand Prix Farm
15034 Hwy. X
Kiel, WI 53042
(920) 693-3367
cvestor@aol.com
Ridden for 25+ years, trained 
with four Olympic riders. 
Attend USDF convention. 
Won WDCTA awards and 
Region 2 schooling awards, 
as have students. USDF Adult 
Program Region 2 chair.

MEGAN McISAAC
Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum
4246 Schneider Drive
Oregon, WI 53575
(608) 445-8531
lindinhof1@aol.com
FEI trainer, has obtained all 
six USDF rider medals, 
competed two horses at 
Grand Prix and successfully 
at Dressage at Devon in ’07 -- 
placing 11th in Int. 1 and 
qualifying for the freestyle. 
Travel for clinics and lessons, 
plus 12 years teaching 
experience --  beginners to 
advanced. 

Stable - Instructor - Breeder - Business
Listings

STABLES INSTRUCTORS

Continued on next page
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SHELLY REICHART
Paradigm Farm, LLC
N5834 Co. Rd. S
Lake Mills, WI 53551
(414) 881-1830
paradigmfarmllc@aol.com
Long-listed in dressage with 
the USET in 2012. USDF 
Bronze, Silver and Gold 
medalist. Numerous USDF 
and WDCTA year-end awards 
thru Grand Prix.  20+ years of 
teaching and training experi-
ence at all levels, brining 
horses and students to the 
Grand Prix level. Trailer in for 
lessons. Available for clinics.

ANDREA SCHTEN
LoRoge Equestrian Center
W349 S10131 Bittersweet Ct.
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 470-4557
www.andreaschten.com
USDF Bronze and Silver 
medalist, regional champion-
ships: Training through Int. 1 
on self-trained horses. 
Schooling Grand Prix. Studied 
with multiple, internationally 
known trainers. 10 years 
teaching experience. School 
horses available. Will travel. 

GALINA SHELEPOV
Legacy Dressage Center
W782 Hwy. 11
Burlington, WI 53105
(262) 767-2883
legacydressage@gmail.com
Trained in classical dressage 
for 10 years with Russian 
Riding School, showed thru 
Grand Prix. 20 years teaching 
experience. Since 1995, 
successfully trained and 
shown horses to FEI in the 
U.S., helped students 
advance in their riding and 
showing abilities. Teaches all 
levels.School horses available

KATE VAN SICKLEN
Silver Spring Farm
3031 Timber Lane
Verona, WI 53593
(608) 845-6630
katevsh@tds.net
British Horse Society 
Instructor. USDF “L” graduate 
with distinction. USDF Asso-
ciate Certified Instructor. 
USDF medalist. Shown thru 
Prix St. George. 30+ years 
teaching experience. Will 
teach thru 4th level. Specia-
lize in teaching all riders/
horses correct basics. Will 
travel for lessons. 

JOANN WILLIAMS
W3580 Scotch Bush Road
Elkhorn, WI 53121
(414) 378-2231
jwcambridge18@yahoo.com
Classical training for every 
horse and rider. USDF Gold 
Medalist on self-trained 
horse. Multiple Regional 
Championships, USDF HOY 
awards, Vintage Cup and All-
Breed Championships. Have 
earned all 6 USDF Medals.  
Many students are Silver and 
Bronze medalists. 30 years 
experience bringing horses 
and riders up the levels.Will 
teach beginners to Grand 
Prix. Experienced with all 
breeds, including gaited 
horses. Will travel for lessons 
and clinics.

CAMBRIDGE COUNTRY 
VETERINARY SERVICES, LLC
Elaine Burkhart
2645 Evergreen Drive
Cambridge, WI 53523
(608) 423-7260
elb.horsemail@gmail.com
Equine ambulatory service 
with emphasis on the 
performance horse.15+ years’ 
experience in equine dental 
equilibration and balance.  
40+ years of training, riding 
and competing high-level 
performance horses. Lame-
ness and performance, 
medical evaluations, prepur-
chase, digital radiography, 
ultrasound available. Hours by 
appointment.

COUNTRYVIEW VETERINARY 
CLINIC
Emily Leuthner
1350 South Fish Hatchery Road
Oregon, WI 53575
www.countryviewvets.com
Small and large animal 
veterinary care.

TRACEY DIKKERS - L Graduate
N6482 Silver Road
Monticello, WI 53570
(608) 220-2628
traceydikkers@gmail.com
L graduate with distinction; 
accepted into “r” judge 
program. USDF Bronze and 
Silver medalist on self-trained 
horses. Shown thru Inter-
mediare I. Training Grand Prix. 

DRAKE EQUINE
2400 - 73rd Street
Kenosha, WI 53143
robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com
Certified English Saddler 
Fitter, Equine Massage 
Therapist, Custom Saddlery 
Rep for Wisconsin and Illinois 
and adjacent areas.

GAEA’S FARM, INC.
Sally Wiley
W5332 State Line Road
Walworth, IL 53184
(847) 864-7855
sallywiley@sbcglobal.net
Warmblood breeding and 
early training facility. Facility is 
available for clinics. Indoor 
arena excellent for videotaping.

GREEN VALLEY FARM
Sofie Fiedler
1494 S. Irish Hollow Road
Galena, IL
(815) 777-6008
www.greenvalleyfarm.com
Breed and sell Norwegian 
Fjord horses. Open every day.

“r” HUNTER JUDGE & EQUINE 
SPORTS MASSAGE
Sharon Johnson
956 Gale Road
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
(608) 547-8814 (cell)
sharonj956@gmail.com
USEF “r” judge - hunter, hunt 
seat equitation, jumper. 
Shown thru 4th level; trained 
thru Grand Prix. Lessons, 
clinics and equine sports 
massage.

SUNFLOWER FARMS
19000 - 128th Street
Bristol, WI 53104
www.sunflowerfarms.com
Four outdoor rings, three 
heated indoor rings, 100 
turnouts -- 22 all-weather 
turnouts, 24-hour security, 
seven barns on 170 acres. 
Open seven days a week until 
9:30 p.m.

TRILOGY PERFORMANCE 
SADDLERY
Megan Dischler
N80 W39490 McMahon Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
(920) 265-2145
www.performancesaddlery.com
Trilogy saddles, custom 
flocking and saddle fitting 
evaluations, billet repair.

CARYN VESPERMAN - L Graduate
W1619 King Road
Brooklyn, WI 53521
(608) 455-2208
www.bytouchstonefarm.com
L graduate with distinction 
and accepted into the “r” 
judge program. USDF Bronze,  
Silver and Gold medalist. 
Shown through Grand Prix. 
Available for schooling shows.

BUSINESS
Instructor Listing continued
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President – Mary Hanneman
(608) 455-1037

president@wdcta.org

Vice President – Stephanie Severn
(608) 213-8925
vp@wdcta.org

Secretary – Melinda DeLuca
(262) 313-8487

jjdmcd@gmail.com

Treasurer – Angela Genin
(608) 516-2293

treasurer@wdcta.org

Membership – Diane Brault
(608) 924-1808

membership@wdcta.org

Newsletter – Caryn Vesperman
(608) 455-2208

newsletter@wdcta.org

Webmaster – Stephanie Severn
(608) 213-8925

website@wdcta.org

Members-At-Large
Nicki Butler  (608) 358-2589

mal1@wdcta.org

Caitrin O’Shea  (608) 217-7424
mal2@wdcta.org

Megan Dischler  (608) 
mal3@wdcta.org

Communications 
(WI Horse Council Representative)

Caryn Vesperman

JR/YR Rep – Katie Foster
(715) 892-3113

katiefoster1@hotmail.com

Awards – Marie Caldwell
(608)  438-6767

awards@wdcta.org

Past President (Advisor)
Pam Doolittle  (608) 644-9423

psdoolittle@yahoo.com

Kettle Moraine Chapter President 
Joann Williams  

(414) 378-2231  km@wdcta.org

Kettle Moraine Representative
Melinda DeLuca
(262) 313-8487

Southwest Chapter President
Andrea Mitchell
(608) 332-1320
sw@wdcta.org

SW Chapter Representatives 
Mary Hanneman 
(608) 455-1037

Heather McManamy
(608) 886-3764 

Upper Peninsula Chapter President
Kathy Caspary
(906)482-2826
up@wdcta.org

Historian – Sue Genin
(608) 882-6580

historian@wdcta.org 

WDCTA State Board

GAEA’S FARM, INC.
Sally Wiley
W5332 State Line Road
Walworth, IL 53184
(847) 864-7855
sallywiley@sbcglobal.net
AHS and GOV eligible foals. 
Broodmare and foaling 
services available.

GRAND PRIX FARM
Jackie Luebke-Puetz
15034 Hwy. X
Kiel, WI 53042
(920) 693-3367
cvestor@aol.com
Too Cute To Shoot, a Welsh 
Section B stallion, multiple 
breed championships, WI 
State Horse Council 
Championship winner, bay, 
Farley bloodlines.

HOPEFUL FARM SPORT HORSES
Stephanie Severn
4595 Mahoney Road
McFarland, WI 53558
(608) 213-8925
stephanie@hopefulfarm.com
Breeders of quality German 
Oldenburg, Westfalen, RPSI 
and Dutch Warmblood sport 
horses since 1993. Horses  
for sale.

MAPLE RUN FARM LLC
Doug and Shannon Langer
W3465 Market Road
Helenville, WI 53137
(262) 424-7641
maplerunfarm@yahoo.com
www.maplerunfarmllc.com
Breeding for competitive 
Hanoverian dressage horses 
with exceptional bloodlines, 
movement/gaits and 
temperament. 2013 foals by 
Totilas, Blue Hors Romanov, 
Furstenball and Damsey. Also, 
other young stock for sale.

BREEDERS
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Tuesday, April 9
WDCTA Southwest Chapter - 6:30 p.m.
Braiding Demo, Business Meeting - Potluck
Location: Stephanie Severn’s, McFarland, WI
Contact: Andrea Mitchell
(608) 332-1320
sw@wdcta.org

Thursday, April 18
WDCTA State Board Meeting
Members welcome
Location and time TBD
Contact:  Mary Hanneman
(608) 455-1037 or president@wdcta.org

Tuesday, May 21
WDCTA Southwest Chapter - 6:30 p.m.
Lungeing Demo by Kate Van Sicklen
Location: Judd’s Green Meadows, Belleville, WI
Contact: Andrea Mitchell
(608) 332-1320
sw@wdcta.org

Tuesday, Sept. 24
WDCTA State Board Meeting
Members welcome
Location and time TBD
Contact:  Mary Hanneman
(608) 455-1037 or president@wdcta.org

Thursday, Oct. 24
WDCTA State Board Meeting
Members welcome
Location and time TBD
Contact:  Mary Hanneman
(608) 455-1037 or president@wdcta.org

WDCTA Clinics & Events
April 5-7
Janet Foy Clinic
Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, Belleville, WI
Conact: Mary Hanneman    * No auditing charge for
(608) 455-1037                      SW chapter members
mahanneman@gmail.com

April 27-28
USDF Instructor Certification: Riding Workshop
Open to auditors
Sunflower Farms, 19000 - 128th Street, Bristol, WI
Contact: Stephanie Severn 
(608) 213-8925 or hopefulfarm@gmail.com
Contact: Nicki Butler
(608) 358-2589 or findawayfarm@yahoo.com

May 17-19
Janet Foy Clinic
Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, Belleville, WI
Conact: Mary Hanneman    * No auditing charge for
(608) 455-1037                      SW chapter members
mahanneman@gmail.com
June 7-9
Janet Foy Clinic
Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, Belleville, WI
Conact: Mary Hanneman    * No auditing charge for
(608) 455-1037                      SW chapter members
mahanneman@gmail.com

June 29-30
Kim Severson Eventing Clinic
Location: TBD                     * No auditing charge for
Contact: Caitrin O’Shea        SW chapter members
(608) 217-7424
(609) caitrin@osheaeventing.com 

July 12-14
Janet Foy Clinic
Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, Belleville, WI
Conact: Mary Hanneman    * No auditing charge for
(608) 455-1037                      SW chapter members
mahanneman@gmail.com

July 27-28
Maryal Barnett Clinic
Hidden Pond Farm, Mazomanie, WI
Contact: Pam Doolittle        * No auditing charge for
(608) 712-1400                       SW chapter members
psdoolittle@yahoo.com

August 3-4
USDF Instructor Certification: Riding Workshop
Open to auditors
Sunflower Farms, 19000 - 128th Street, Bristol, WI
Contact: Stephanie Severn 
(608) 213-8925 or hopefulfarm@gmail.com
Contact: Nicki Butler
(608) 358-2589 or findawayfarm@yahoo.com

August 9-11
Janet Foy Clinic
Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, Belleville, WI
Conact: Mary Hanneman    * No auditing charge for
(608) 455-1037                      SW chapter members
mahanneman@gmail.com

September 6-8
Janet Foy Clinic
Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, Belleville, WI
Conact: Mary Hanneman    * No auditing charge for
(608) 455-1037                      SW chapter members
mahanneman@gmail.com

October 12-13
Maryal Barnett Clinic
Hidden Pond Farm, Mazomanie, WI
Contact: Pam Doolittle        * No auditing charge for
(608) 712-1400                       SW chapter members
psdoolittle@yahoo.com

A listing in the Calendar of Events is a service to WDCTA member.
Send your submission to newsletter@wdcta.org by the 15th of each month.

Continued on next page
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Shows
May 12
Hoofers Schooling Show
Judge: Nicole Trapp, “L” graduate
Intro - 2nd, Western dressage, combined 
tests
Belleville, WI
Contact: Sami Boggs
hoofershowcoordinator@gmail.com

June 22
Sunflower Farms Schoolig Show
Judge: Caryn Vesperman, “L” graduate
Contact: Phil May
(262) 857-8555
www.sunflowerfarms.com

June 23
Hoofers Schooling Show
Judge: Katherine Van Sicklen, “L” graduate
Intro - 2nd, Western dressage, combined 
tests
Belleville, WI
Contact: Sami Boggs
hoofershowcoordinator@gmail.com
 
August 11
Hoofers Schooling Show
Judge: Tracey Dikkers, “L” graduate
Intro - 2nd, Western dressage, combined 
tests
Belleville, WI
Contact: Sami Boggs

hoofershowcoordinator@gmail.com

September 14
Heartland Stables Schooling Show
Judge: Caryn Vespran, “L” graduate
7510 Deer Road, Custer, WI 54423
Contact: Alysia Claussen
(715) 347-7728

October 10-13
USEF Dressage Festival of Champions: Six 
National Divisions: USEF Grand Prix, 
Intermediare I, Bretina Cup, National Young 
Rider, Junior Rider, National Pony Rider
Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, KY
Contact: Jenny Van Wieren-Page
(859) 225-6949
jvanwieren@usef.org

November 7-10
U.S. Dressage Finals
Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, KY

Non-WDCTA Events
April 19-21
Midwest Horse Fair
Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI

May 25-26
Laurie Hedlund Dressage Clinic
Rockford, IL
(815) 494-7807
susancochard@hotmail.com 

July 26-28
Gerd Zuther Clinic
Touchstone Farm, Brooklyn, WI
Contact: Caryn Vesperman

(608) 455-2208              * No auditing charge
www.bytouchstonefarm.com

July 27-28
Laurie Hedlund Dressage Clinic
Rockford, IL
Contact: Susan Cochard and Sally Rush
(815) 494-7807
susancochard@hotmail.com 

October 11-13
Gerd Zuther Clinic
Touchstone Farm, Brooklyn, WI
Contact: Caryn Vesperman
(608) 455-2208              * No auditing charge
www.bytouchstonefarm.com

November 15-17
Gerd Zuther Clinic
Touchstone Farm, Brooklyn, WI
Contact: Caryn Vesperman
(608) 455-2208              * No auditing charge
www.bytouchstonefarm.com

USDF Launches New Sport 
Horse Prospect Development 
Program 

The United States Dressage Fed-eration 
(USDF) announces the launch of the 
USDF Sport Horse Prospect Develop-
ment Program,  presented by Dressage 
at Devon, a USDF Education Partner, 
and supported by Hassler Dressage.  

Created by the USDF Sport Horse Com-
mittee, this new program helps bridge 
the educational gap in the development 
of dressage horses, as they progress 
from showing in-hand to work under 
saddle and eventual competition. It will 
feature a live forum approach, focused 
on a correct, fundamental system for 
starting sport horse prospects. This new 
event is intended for trainers, owners 
and breeders, with the goal of devel-

oping a consistent training 
foundation for all sport horse 
prospects.     
  
The inaugural forum will be Sept. 
14-15, 2013 at Apple Knoll Farm, 
in Millis, MA. The forum will be led 
by internationally renowned sport 
horse development experts, and 
educators, Scott Hassler, USEF National 
Young Dressage Horse Coach, and Ingo 
Pape, one of Germany’s most respected 
breeders and horsemen. 

The instructors will work with selected 
participants and engage auditors in an 
interactive setting. The focus will be to 
provide education on the critical phase  
in sport horse training, as the three-year-
old prospect transitions from in-hand to 
the first year under saddle. Methods for 
developing a solid foundation for each 
horse will be presented.  

Participants and auditors will also 
develop the necessary tools to select 
and evaluate sport horse prospects,     
as well as the key elements needed in    
a trainer for this stage of a horse’s 
education.            

For more information about the new 
USDF Sport Horse Prospect 
Development Program, contact the 
USDF office at shprospect@usdf.org, or 
call (859) 971-2277.

            

Calendar continued
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___________________________

    ____________________

__________________________________

      ________________

__________________

_____________________

________________
___________________

4246 Schneider Drive
Oregon, WI, 53575
lindinhof1@aol.com 
608.445.8531

www.lindinhof.com  •  www.nodoubtmcisaac.com

Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum
FEI Dressage Training & Sales

Megan McIsaac

_______________ ______________________
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Looking for a Few Good Horses 
and Riders! 

 

 
WDCTA is looking for demonstration Horses and Riders for our April USDF Instructor 
Certification Workshop, April 27-28, at Sunflower Farms, Bristol WI. 
 
� We are in need of horses AND horse/rider combinations.  

 
� Students will receive a lesson taught by either our participating instructors (private lesson) 

or the USDF faculty (group lesson) AND can Audit the workshop for FREE!  
 
� Horses and riders should be working at training or first level, and be fit and prepared for a 

45 – 60 minute lesson.  Horses should be calm and confident with being ridden in 
unfamiliar arenas and in front of a group. 

 
� As well as the benefits of a FREE lesson for your horse and/or you, you will be giving 

back to our sport by helping our 8 instructors on their journey to becoming certified 
instructors by USDF.  
 

For more information, visit the WDCTA website or contact Stephanie at VP@wdcta.org 
or call 608-213-8925  
 
To submit a horse or rider application, click here or go to the FORMS page on wdcta.org 
 

Register to Audit before April 20th! 
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WDCTA-SW Chapter 2013 Dressage Clinics with Maryal Barnett  
at Hidden Pond Farm, 6486 Breunig Road, Mazomanie WI 53560 

 
Ƒ March 23-24 opening date February 15, 2013 
Ƒ July 27-28 opening date June 21, 2013 
Ƒ October 12-13 opening date September 6, 2013 

 
Separate application required for each clinic! 

Maryal is an accomplished rider and judge, and has competed at the Grand Prix level as well as serving 
as an Fédération Equestre Internationale (FEI) "C" Dressage Judge, and USA Equestrian (USAE) "S" 
Dressage Judge.  She is a USDF L Faculty member and certified instructor examiner, and has held 
numerous board positions both with the USDF, ASHA and USEF.  She currently serves as vice chairman 
of the Dressage Foundation.  Highly regarded for her ability to connect with and teach students at all 
levels, her philosophy and methods are always positive and encouraging.   
 
All rider applications must be postmarked on or after the “opening date” (see above). Riders will be 
selected on a first come basis with preference given to WDCTA-SW chapter members, followed by 
WDCTA members from other chapters.  Refunds will be considered at organizer’s discretion with receipt 
of veterinarian and/or doctor’s certificate.  Alternates will have first chance at open slots.  Tentative 
Schedule:  Friday evening lessons should time permit, Saturday 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM, Sunday 8:00 AM– 
4:30PM.           

Rider Name:_______________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
 
City: __________________________State: ________Zip:  ___________Phone______________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Horse’s Name:________________________________________     Breed:__________________ 

 
Age:_______  Schooling Level ______________________   Showing Level _________________ 

 

RIDER FEES:  For 2 rides  
Ƒ WDCTA Member  $270 ($135/ride)   Ƒ Non-WDCTA: $320 ($160/ride) 

Ride time preference?      Ƒ AM   Ƒ PM      (will try to accommodate) _____________________ 
Will you need a stall?       Ƒ Overnight**   Ƒ For day**      Ƒ Just in and out (no fee)                                                  

**Organizer will contact you with details regarding leaving your horse.   
****Negative Coggins required with application**** 

AUDITOR FEES: 
 
WDCTA-SW Chapter members – NO CHARGE!! 
WDCTA member            1 day @ $15_____   2 days @ $25_______   
Non-WDCTA member  1day @ $20______   2 days @ $30_______   

Attending:   Ƒ Saturday    Ƒ Sunday 

Includes coffee/water/soda and snacks.   Bring your own lunch and chair!  

      Rider / Auditor Fee $_________________ 

      TOTAL ENCLOSED      $_________________ 

Make checks payable to:           WDCTA Southwest Chapter  
Mail to organizer with check & 2013 Negative Coggins:    
                                                    Pamela Doolitte, 6486 Breunig Road, Mazomanie WI, 53560 
 
Questions?                608-712-1400 or psdoolittle@yahoo.com 
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WDCTA-SW 2013 Kim Severson Eventing Clinics 
at Judd’s Green Meadows in March 

     
March 2-3, 2013 Opening Date: 1/10/13 
June 1-2, 2013: Opening Date: 4/4/13 

TBD 
 
Kim is an accomplished 4* rider with multiple Rolex wins and top placings at other international events, 
including a 3rd at Badminton, Individual Silver Medalist at the Athens Olympics, and 6th at the WEG in Jerez, 
Spain. At this most recent Olympic games, Kim coached long time student Nina Lingon of Thailand—the 
youngest eventer at the Games! Working with the USET, Kim is an important part of many of the decisions 
made regarding future High Performance riders, coaches, and training. She currently serves as a talent 
spotter for the Developing Riders program. 
 
Riders will be selected on a first come basis with preference given to WDCTA-SW chapter members, 
followed by WDCTA members from other chapters.  Refunds will be considered at organizer’s discretion with 
receipt of veterinarian and/or doctor’s certificate.  Alternates will have first chance at open slots.          

Rider Name:_______________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
 
City: __________________________State: ________Zip:  ___________Phone______________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________   WDCTA Volunteer:  Ƒ yes (mark if applies) 
 
Horse’s Name:________________________________________     Breed:__________________ 

 
Horse’s Age:_______  Highest Level Competed (Horse) ______________________   

 

Highest Level Competed (Rider) _____________________   

RIDER FEES:  
 

Ƒ Entering Both Clinics: WDCTA Member: $600 (300/each) Ƒ Non-WDCTA Member: $650 

Ƒ March/June Only: WDCTA Member: $325   Ƒ Non-WDCTA Member: $350 

Ƒ Stabling is VERY limited. Contact immediately if required. ($40 over night, or $30/day) 

AUDITOR FEES: 
WDCTA-SW Chapter members – NO CHARGE!! 
WDCTA member            1 day @ $15_____   2 days @ $25_______   
Non-WDCTA member   1 day @ $20______   2 days @ $30_______   

Attending:   Ƒ Saturday    Ƒ Sunday 
Includes coffee/water/soda and snacks. Bring your own lunch and chair! Jr/YRs riding in clinic receive (1) 
free auditor for a parent. 
Negative Coggins required with application. All shots must be current. 
 

      Rider Fee $_________________ 

      Auditor Fee $_________________ 

       Add Stabling  $_________________ 

      TOTAL ENCLOSED      $_________________ 

Make checks payable to:           WDCTA Southwest Chapter  
Mail to organizer with check & 2013 Coggins:    

Caitrin O’Shea 1030 Williamson St. Madison, WI 53703 
Questions?          608-217-7424 or caitrin@osheaeventing.com      Updated 1/15/13 

June 29-30, 2013 (OPENING DATE: April 29,2013)



[22]

Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association 
Waiver, Release and Hold Harmless Agreement 

 
Please read the following statements and indicate your understanding and agreement to them by signing below: 
 

I, the undersigned, understand and believe that the use, handling and riding of horses involves a risk of 
physical injury to any individual undertaking such activities.  I further know that any horse, irrespective of its 
training, usual past behavior and characteristics, may act or react unpredictably at any time.  With full 
awareness of the foregoing, I am knowingly participating in a clinic taught by Kim Severson and sponsored by 
the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association (WDCTA) and I voluntarily engage in this activity.  
The possibility of injury is accepted as a risk inherent in work on and around horses. 

 
I, the undersigned, understand that horseback riding is a rigorous activity, both physically and mentally 
demanding.  I hereby represent that my horse and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental 
alertness to enable us to participate in the clinic for which this waiver is being obtained.  Both my horse and I 
are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects, which may impair our ability to engage in this 
activity. 

 
I, the undersigned, also understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue 
direction in the form of “commands”, and I understand that, while due deference must be given to such 
commands; I must and will use my own judgment whenever the situation demands it.  I understand that all 
activities engaged in as part of the instruction are entirely voluntary and that I may elect not to comply with any 
suggested act.  The Instructor is entitled to my attentiveness and good faith efforts to respond to his/her 
directives, but he/she neither is entitled to nor requests absolute obedience and it is expected that I will at all 
times be alert and thinking while on horseback. 

 
I, the undersigned, understand that approved riding helmets are required when mounted for all riders. 

 
I, the undersigned, expressly and voluntarily assume all risks attendant to horseback riding and related activities, 
including but not limited to those discussed in the foregoing paragraphs.  I do hereby fully and forever release, 
discharge, and hold harmless Kim Severson, WDCTA, its officers and members, Green Meadows and Dave 
Judd, as well as all other participants of the clinic, and the assigns of same, from any and all claims which I, the 
undersigned, or my assigns, may assert as a result of physical injury to a horse or rider, or loss of property, that 
incurred while a participant using, handling, or riding a horse while a participant in the WDCTA-SW Clinic with Kim 
Severson- March 2-3, 2013.  My signature on this form constitutes expression of my understanding and 
agreement to all that is stated above and my total and unconditional release of Kim Severson, WDCTA, its 
officers and members, Green Meadows and Dave Judd and other clinic participants. 

 
In accordance with the Wisconsin Law relating to the limitation of civil liability regarding equine activities:  
“NOTICE:  A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or 
in the instruction of a person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not 
liable for the injury or death of a person involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities, as defined in section 895.481(1)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes.” 

 
Dated: _________________    Signature of participant: ___________________________________________ 

 
 
 

I, the undersigned, am one of the parents of the above-named minor participant (and/or the duly appointed 
legal guardian of such minor), and I have full authority to sign this waiver for and on behalf of the minor.  My 
signature on this form constitutes expression of my understanding and consent to the total and unconditional 
waiver set out above. 

 
Dated: ___________________   ______________________________________________________________ 

Signature of parent or legal guardian on behalf of minor participant 
 

PLEASE PRINT: 
 

Name of Participant _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City/State/ZIP_____________________________________________________ Phone _______________ 

Kim Severson Waiver

June 29-30, 2013.
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WDCTA-SW 2013 Janet Foy Dressage Clinics 
at Judd’s Green Meadows Farm, 6412 County A, Belleville, WI  53508 

        
□  April 5-7  – opening day February 25     □ July 12-14 – opening day June 3 
□  May 17-19 – opening day April 8         □ August 9-11–opening day July 1 
□  June 7-9 – opening day April 29          □ Sept 6-8 – opening day July 29  
 

Separate application required for each clinic & each horse! 
Janet Foy is an “I” rated FEI judge, USEF “S” and Sport Horse Breeding judge. She has judged US and 
international FEI shows, including the NAYR Champs, Dressage at Devon, & USA World Cup League.  She 
is a USDF L Faculty member and instructs Federation Judges.  She is a USDF bronze, silver and gold 
medalist, having ridden horses to Horse of the Year Awards from Training to Grand Prix.  Janet was a 
member of the USDF test writing committee, making her uniquely qualified to provide her students with 
insights to accurate test riding. 
 
Rider applications must be postmarked on the “opening day” (see above). Riders will be selected on a first 
come basis with preference given to WDCTA-SW chapter members, followed by WDCTA members from 
other chapters.  Refunds will be considered at organizer’s discretion with receipt of veterinarian and/or 
doctor’s certificate.  Alternates will have first chance at open slots.          

Rider Name:_______________________________ Address: ____________________________ 
 
City: __________________________State: ________Zip:  ___________Phone______________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________   WDCTA Volunteer:  □ yes (mark if applies) 
 
Horse’s Name:________________________________________     Breed:__________________ 

 
Age:_______  Schooling Level ______________________   Showing Level _________________ 

 
RIDER FEES:  
□ WDCTA Member: $125/ride or $365 for 3 rides   □ Non-WDCTA Member: $140/ride or $420 for 3 

□ TRAILER IN FEE:  $10/ride or $25 for 3  (everyone pays except Judd boarders) 

Ride Preferences: □ Friday   □ Saturday   □ Sunday      □ AM   □ PM      (will try to accommodate) 
Will you need a stall?       □ Overnight **   □ For day**     □ Just in and out                                                                                                                                         

**VERY limited overnight stall availability & additional cost – organizer will contact you with options 

Negative Coggins required with application (if you board at Judd’s, don’t send.) All shots must be current. 
 
AUDITOR FEES: 
WDCTA-SW Chapter members – NO CHARGE!! 
WDCTA member            1 day @ $15_____   2 days @ $25_______  3 days @ $30_______ 
Non-WDCTA member   1 day @ $20______   2 days @ $30_______  3 days @ $35________ 

Attending:   □ Friday     □ Saturday    □ Sunday 

Includes coffee/water/soda and snacks.   Bring your own lunch and chair!  

      Rider / Auditor Fee $_________________ 

       Add Trailer in Fee  $_________________ 

      TOTAL ENCLOSED      $_________________ 

Make checks payable to:           WDCTA Southwest Chapter  
Mail to organizer with check & 2013 Coggins:    

Mary Hanneman, N8160 Smith Rd, Brooklyn, WI 53521 
Questions?          608-712-0975 or mahanneman@gmail.com      Updated 1/14/13 


