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Megan McIssac on Buenos Noches, 
owned by Michelle Moeller, after their 
4th level ride. The photo, taken by 
John Borys at the Region 2 Champ-
ionships, has become Megan’s 
signature pose for John after every 
ride. Her expression is probably what 
every rider felt:  Sheer joy about 
competing in such a famous location 
as the Kentucky Horse Park.

“Buenos Noches, also known as 
Black Devil, is an awesome horse to 
ride!” says Megan. “I love to show 
my joy after our performances!” 

By Caryn Vesperman

For those who have been to the Kentucky 
Horse Park, either as a competitor, tourist 
or in the audience for an event such as 
Rolex or the World Equestrian Games, you 
know it is a pretty impressive place with 
Clydesdale-drawn trolleys, golf carts, 
vendor tents, trucks, trailers and baby 
strollers – to name a few “distractions.” 

Now add in a driving event and a reining 
competition on top of the nearly 600 
horses competing at the USDF Region 2 
Championships, and you can imagine why 
the atmosphere was so electric!

WDCTA members qualified to compete at 
the Region 2 Championships included:

  Jessica Davis on Ardis White’s 5-year-
     old Oldenburg mare, Reina

  Amanda Johnson on her 8-year-old 
     Hanoverian gelding, Foley (Fabuleaux-
     Romance/Puritano) and her 5-year-old 
     Swedish gelding, U Rock (UB40-  
     Piedra/Tip Top), plus Julie Stammler’s   
     14-year-old Andalusian stallion, Gentil 
     Mor 1 (Zodiaco II-CallejeraI/Elegido 
     XVIII and Tempel Lipizzans’ 12-year-old 
     stallion, Pluto VI Andorella (Pluto VI 
     Almerina IV-Andorella)

  Shannon Langer on her 6-year-old 
     Hanoverian mare, Fergie MRF 
     (Fidertanz-EM Revlon/Rohdiamant),  
     owned and bred by Shannon and her
     husband, Doug, of Maple Run Farm

  Ann Libert on her 20-year-old 
     Westfalen gelding, Gusto  
     (Guarantor-Winsome)

  Megan McIsaac on Michelle 
     Moeller’s 15-year-old Hanoverian  
     gelding, Buenos Noches (Goodman-
     Finale); Wisconsinkid Inc.’s 7-year-
     old Trakehner, Kingsley, and Susan 
     Neipert’s 5-year-old Friesian, Elbricht

WDCTA Members Handle Electric Atmosphere at 
Region 2 Championships and...Shine

  Linda Morales on Karissa Cederholm’s       
     10-year-old Westfalen,  Mosaic’s Mendieta 
     (PR H Donovan-Pantherea/Puritano)

  Shelly Reichart on her 18-year-old Hano-
     verian gelding, Welttaenser (Wolkenstein II-
     Wolga) and Doug and Shannon Langer’s 
     4-year-old Hanoverian mare, Caron OBX

  Jennifer Strauss on her 6-year-old Belgian 
     Warmblood mare, I’m Full of Stuff and her 
     17-year-old Dutch Warmblood Cross 
     gelding, Another Fable (Esop’s Fable-Caught 
     in the Act)

  Caryn Vesperman on her 5-year-old Hano-
     verian mare, Diamond Dureza (Diamond Hit-
      EM Salope/Spitzweg) and her 8-year-old    
      Hanoverian gelding, Rapazzini (Royal Prince-
     Lively/Letkiss), both bred by Caryn

  Jacqueline Zimmermann on her 11-year-old 
      Lusitano gelding, Xelim De Tesouro
 
From the Competitors’ Perspective...

Jenna Strauss
Jenna Strauss has competed at two other reg-
ional championships, but says, “This one was  
by far my favorite. I always love competing at  
the Kentucky Horse Park, but riding in the Rolex 
ring was really special.”

Jenna’s six-year-old horse, I’m Full of Stuff, 
finished third at Training Level Adult Amateur, 
earning the two of them a wild card to the USDF 
National Championships Nov. 6-9 at – again – 
the Kentucky Horse Park. (The national 
championships move west for the next few 
years. Locations are currently submitting their 
bids.) Jenna’s other horse, Another Fable, came 
in fifth at Third Level in the Adult Amateur 
division. “There are probably not too many 

Continued on next page
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horses – or perhaps any at 
Regionals – that had also 
competed successfully at the 
upper levels in eventing like 
he has,” says Jenna. 

Jenna’s support team were 
her grandmother, mom,  
friend – Joanne, and her 
coach Amanda Johnson.      
“I couldn't have done it 
without them,” she says.

Jenna also enjoyed the other 
activities during Regionals. 
“Sitting at dinner watching 
freestyles in the Rolex ring 
was so magical,” she says. 
“We are so lucky to have 
horses in our lives and have 
experiences like this.” 

Jessica Davis
Jessica Davis competed at 
Regionals and had one of the 
youngest grooms on the entire grounds to 
“help”: her seven-month-old son, Lian.

“I didn’t even know if I was going to be 
able to show this year, let alone qualify 
and go, due to having a baby at the end  
of March,” says Jessica. “But a great 
client (Ardis White) who has given me an 
amazing young horse to bring up the 
levels, plus the best sister, Nancy, to help 
groom and take care of the best baby 
anyone could ask for, made it all possible.”

Jessica says she enjoyed the other 
activities at the show too. “Nancy, Lian 
and I definitely enjoyed watching the 
freestyles in the evening under the lights,” 
she says. “And riding in the Rolex Arena 
was by far the best for me. I felt so 
exhilarated and proud of my accomplish-
ments for the year with Reina. As we made 
our way down the corridor to enter the 
Rolex Arena to ride my test, I thought, ‘I 
can’t wait to come back here to show 
again.’ This was one  of the best Regionals 
I’ve ever been to.”

Jackie Zimmermann
Jackie Zimmermann who competed on her 
Lusitano gelding, Xelim De Tesouro (barn 
name, Shazam), at Prix St George and 
Intermediare I, concurred regarding the 
Rolex experience. “There is nothing like the 
feeling of riding down the ramp to enter the
Rolex Arena where so many ‘greats’ in our 
sport have walked before like at the World 
Equestrian Games in 2010,” she says. “It

felt like no matter what happened in the 
ring, I’d already won just by being able to 
be there.”

Ann Liebert
Ann Liebert and her horse, Gusto, by the 
Hanoverian stallion, Guarantor, originally 
imported by Jayne Ayers where he stood at 
stud for many years, had success at Third
Level in the adult amateur division, finishing 
seventh out of 29 competitors and eighth in 
the Third Level freestyle class.

“Gus did great in the environment. We were 
actually there in 2010 for the World Equest-
rian Games because Gus competed with a 
Grade 1A para-dressage rider from Argen-
tina,” says Ann. “He is a pretty laid back 
guy, so I typically don't have to worry about 
him acting up in a new environment, which 
I'm thankful for. 

“The Kentucky Horse Park was a great 
venue, but involved a lot of walking,” says 
Ann. “I shouldn't complain, since I sit at a
desk all day for work and could use the 
exercise, but I think I lucked out with my 
stabling because I was almost right in the 

Continued on next page

Region 2 Championships continued

(Top left) Jenna Strauss and I’m Full of Stuff with their third 
place ribbon at the awards ceremony, earned for what they 
showed in the Training Level championship class (top 
right). Jenna and Another Fable at the awards ceremony 
(below left), including the walk into the Rolex arena (below, 
right), a path some of the greatest dressage riders in the 
world have trekked.
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middle between the Rolex Arena and the 
Dressage Complex. 

“I'm excited to be heading back in a few 
weeks for the Dressage Nationals and  
super excited that there are going to be a 
good number of us from WDCTA there to 
represent the state!” says Ann.

The Author’s View
Because there were nearly 600 competitors,  
three dressage arenas were set up inside 
the Rolex Arena, and a few of the lower 
level championship classes had to be held 
across the Park in the Dressage Complex. 

Rapazzini, also known as Robby or Chicken 
Little, handled the surroundings fairly well.

While not the bravest horse, he walked 
quite confidently to the Rolex Arena on 
Friday from the stabling area in the dark 
with golf cart and vehicle headlights coming  
right at him. But during his Third Level test, 
he caught glimpses of horses appearing out 
of the dark morning mist like shimmering 
apparitions, as they headed toward the 
entrance to the Rolex Arena. With that, he 
got a bit distracted  and tense – enough to 
keep him out of the ribbons. But, overall,     
I was proud of how he handled the very 
electric atmosphere. On to next year!
 
On Saturday morning, the organizers 
discovered the Dressage Complex was 
under water from the previous night’s rain, 
so two championship rings had to be 
moved to a location near the Rolex Arena. 
One of the championship rings moved was 
for the Training Level class. That was the 
division my young horse, Diamond Dureza 
(Zeza), and Jenna Strauss and her horse, 
I’m Full of Stuff, were competing in. Moving 

two championship rings and a 
warm-up arena required a mammoth 
effort by the organizers and a 30-
minute delay while the rings were 
set up. 

Normally, competitors and their 
horses have the opportunity to ride 
in their championship arena either 
after hours or by competing in the 
ring before their championship, but 
not with this last-minute change. In 
this case, the horses entered the 
ring without ever stepping foot in or 
near the arena. In addition, the 
organizers didn’t have time to get 
actual judges’ booths, so the two 
judges had to sit in cars, some-thing  
Zeza (and other horses, I’m sure) 
had not experienced at a show 
before. 

Zeza was the third horse out of 64 to com-
pete in the class and ended the ride in 
second place. Because the class ran all 
day, ending after 5 p.m., I monitored the 
class standings online, wondering if we 
would hold on to second place or get 
bumped. At 6 p.m., not knowing the final 
scores of the last four horses, I headed to 
the awards ceremony, wondering if we had 
stayed in second place or dropped to sixth, 
which still would have been amazing! Turns 
out, Zeza did hold onto the reserve spot. 

A Big Win All Around
Overall, it was a fantastic regional champ-
ionship. The organizers and volunteers 
worked tirelessly to make it a great experi-
ence, in spite of Mother Nature’s launching 
a tornado at the start of the week and rain 
showers toward the week’s end. 

Hats off to the organizers and the 
volunteers, and congratulations to the 
competitors who made it to any of the 
USDF’s regional championships. That is a 
huge accomplishment! In addition, good 
luck to those heading to nationals!

 

(L-R) Ann Libert and her horse, Gusto, and the 
two of them during the awards ceremony in the 
Rolex Arena.

(L-R) Jessica Davis on Reina on one of the paths to the dressage rings, and 
back at the stalls holding baby Lian while her sister, Nancy, holds Reina.

More photos continued on next page

Championships continued



[4]                                         COPYRIGHT © 2014 Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association

Clockwise from top left:  Shelly Reichart 
on Welttaenser at the Grand Prix 
awards ceremony; close-up of 
Welttaenser sporting his sixth place 
championship ribbon; Caryn Vesperman 
on Rapazzini, facing the famous pond 
from the Rolex Arena; Shannon Langer 
on Fergie being led into the Rolex Arena 
for the awards ceremony by Shelly 
Reichart;  (L-R) Shannon Langer with 
Fergie and Caryn Vesperman with 
Diamond Dureza, wearing their Reserve 
Championship ribbons for Second Level 
and Training Level Adult Amateur, 
respectively; and Jackie Zimmermann 
on Xelim De Tesouro.

Region 2  
    Championships
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Championship Member Results

Training Level Adult Amateur  (64 riders in class)
Reserve 
Champion     Caryn Vesperman     Diamond Dureza    72.0%
3rd                 Jenna Strauss          I’m Full of Stuff       71.4%
 

Training Level Open  (33 riders in class)
Reserve
Champion      Megan McIsaac        Kingsley                 75.8%
5th                  Amanda Johnson     U Rock                   71.3%
10th                Jessica Davis            Reina                     68.7%
 

First Level Adult Amateur (61 riders in class)
31st               Jenna Strass             I’m Full of Stuff     65.242%
 

First Level Open  (45 riders in class)
Reserve
Champion     Amanda Johnson      U Rock                 72.177%
4th                Megan McIsaac         Kingsley                 71.694%
24th              Jessica Davis             Reina                     67.177%
31st        Linda Morales            M’s Mendieta        65.161%
32nd             Megan McIsaac         Elbright                  64.677%
 

First Level Freestyle Open (16 riders in class)
Reserve
Champion     Megan McIsaac         Kingsley                73.967%
11th               Megan McIsaac         Elbright                 68.083%
 

Second Level Adult Amateur (40 riders in class)
Reserve
Champion     Shannon Langer         Fergie                   69.643%
 

Second Level Freestyle Open (10 riders in class)
5th                 Megan McIsaac          Elbricht                70.35%
 

Third Adult Amateur (29 riders in class)
5th                 Jenna Strauss             Another Fable      66.667%
7th                 Ann Liebert                 Gusto                   66.09%
15th               Caryn Vesperman	 Rapazzini             63.077%
 

Third Level Freestyle (18 riders in class)
8th                Ann Libert                   Gusto                    66.25%
 

Fourth Level Open (19 riders in class)
3rd	       Amanda Johnson	 Foley	 	 67.562%
6th	       Megan McIsaac	 Buenos Noches 	 64.188%
13th	       Amanda Johnson         Gentil Mor 1	 61.625%
 

Fourth Level Freestyle Open (12 riders in class)
7th	       Megan McIsaac	 Buenos Noches  	64.0%
 

Prix St. Georges (40 riders in class)
14th 	       Megan McIsaac	 Buenos Noches 	 65.789%
16th	       Amanda Johnson	 Foley	 	 65.263%
31st	       Jackie Zimmermann	 Xelim De Tesouro 62.697%
38th             Amanda Johnson	 Gentil Mor 1	 59.211%
 

Intermediate B Open (15 riders in class)
9th 	      Amanda Johnson	 Pluto VI Andorella 62.917%
 

Intermediate 1 Open (24 riders in class)
19th	       Jackie Zimmermann	 Xelim De Tesouro	59.539%
 

Grand Prix Open (18 riders in class)
6th	       Shelly Reichart	 Welttaenser	 65.85%
12th	       Amanda Johnson	 Pluto VI Andorella 59.9%
 

Grand Prix Freestyle Open (3 riders in class)
3rd	       Amanda Johnson	 Pluto VI Andorella 56.125%

USDF Reports Dramatic Increase 
in Nominations for 2014 U.S. 
Dressage Finals Presented by 
Adequan®

After years of debate and development, last fall's inaugural US 
Dressage Finals presented by Adequan® were a resounding 
success. Since then, enthusiasm has continued to spread across the 
country for this year's Finals, which will return to the Kentucky Horse 
Park in Lexington, Nov. 6 - 9, 2014, and recent nomination figures as 
reported by the United States Dressage Federation (USDF) have far 
exceeded expectations.

The nomination phase is the second step of the eligibility process for 
the Finals. Nominations are submitted by competitors who have 
attended a Great American Insurance Group/USDF Regional 
Championship, received the necessary placing and/or score necessary 
for qualification, and have expressed an interest in coming to the Finals 
in Lexington.  

"To say that I'm delighted with this update would be an under-
statement," says USDF President George Williams. "I realize that 
perhaps some people chose to stay home last year to see how things 
went with the Finals. Then they saw and heard what a spectacular event 
it was, and now they want to try it for themselves. The organizing 
committee is already making plans to welcome many more competitors 
than last year, including adding extra rings. We're so appreciative of all 
the ongoing support from USDF members in helping make this event 
such a success!"

To learn more about the US Dressage Finals presented by Adequan®,  
visit the official event website at www.usdressagefinals.com.

http://www.usdressagefinals.com/
http://www.usdressagefinals.com/
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By Caryn Vesperman (with help from the Region 2 program)

I pulled some of the names of horses competing at the Region 2 
championships from the list of competitors in the program book (in 
italics) and made them into a story ... pure, light-hearted fun, as I sat 
in front of the TV, after a day of work and riding. 

I do think some people are very creative when they name their 
horses, although I do not think I’d like to ride a horse named 
Levitate, Catapult or Voldemort! 

Enjoy my frivolous tale.

………………………………
 
One night, Wilemina went looking for a Hot Date, hoping she’d find 
Relentless Love, even though she already had a Mane Squeeze.
 
She was a Brazen Beauty, but not wanting to presume anything, 
that night she also Dressed to Thrill.
 
At the Casino, she spotted two guys. One that reminded her of 
Charlie Brown; the other, the handsome Captain Jack, who definitely 
looked Better Than Chocolate, which was saying a lot. 

When he approached her, asking “Shall We Dance?” He had a 
certain Allure, but also noticed he lacked certain footwear. “Oh, well,  
she thought, “Socks Be Darned,” so On A Lark, she accepted. They 
did a Jazz Dance and the London Swing. 

It was like Another Fable. He was her Hot Royal, and she, his Fergie.  

Then, he bragged he was a Talent scout and guaranteed her Fame 
and Fortune in Hollywood. 

“Pinky Promise?” she asked.

“Scout’s Honor. I’ll be your Agent too. You’ll be famous from 
Nashville to San Francisco ... Pittsburgh to Oahu ... from Denmark to 
Westminister Abbey!” he proclaimed. “Primetime, baby. But Quite 
Frankly, we need to change your name to something more Ritzzie 
like Letizia. Then we’ll adorn you in Sterling, Givenchy and even an 
Emerald or a Pearl.”

“You’re Simply the Best!” she exclaimed, thinking it was really her 
Time to Dream.

To Celebrate, he offered her a Seven N Seven, and she wondered 
how that would mix with the Mojito, Leinie’s Red, Sangria, Bacardi, 
Absolut, Bordeaux and Sparklin’ Red she had already imbibed. After 
being with him for awhile, she couldn’t decide if she was Under the 
Influence of him or the alcohol, but definitely thought she should get 
a cup of Demitasse before she became too much of a Wilde Child.
 
After all the dancing, to cool off, they strolled outside to his Rolls 
Royce and turned on the stereo system to listen to some Clapton. 
(He bragged the car cost him $90,000 Before Taxes, but easy for 
him with his Cash Flow, which is also why he owned a Bentley and a 
Picasso.) While she still thought he was Eye Candy, she started 
thinking Something Fishy was up because he was Pudding on Aires 
and hinted at a Rendezvous, proclaiming she was his Aphrodite. 
Then he said, with a Sparkle in his eye, “Kiss Me Quick.” (He 
thought he had a chance at a One Knight Stand!)
 
“You Can’t Rush Me!” she said, at the same time thinking how much 
his Vanity turned her off.
 
“Not even if I give you an Evening Serenade by the composer, 
DeBussey or something by the great Doc Holiday?” he asked.
 
“Come On,” she said with disbelief. “You are no Southern 
Gentleman! All you want is Control of me!”
 
As it turns out, the reason he was flush with cash was because he 
really was a Cat Burglar and a Pikk Pokket. He admitted he had 
been arrested once, but the police couldn’t make it stick since he 
passed the Poly Graf.
 
“So you’re The Grey Bandit I read about!,” she exclaimed. The 
dream of a Wrapsody in Venice was turning into a liaison with 
Voldemort or being shot from a Catapult off of Kilamanjaro!
 
Oh, how she wanted to get away from him and enjoy a Chalupa or  
a Snickers. She decided she may not have any Romance with him 
or receive a standing Ovation, but the Lasting Impressions from this 
loser weren’t lost on her. Rather than her Harley or a Tippy Canoe, 
she rode away as fast as she could on Rex the Wonder Horse to 
gain her Freedom.
 
But, there was a Silver Lining to her story. As she rode, she had a 
Zen moment, realizing her current Romeo, a hard-working 
Fisherman, was her Keepsake, the one with the Heart of Gold. He 
was the one with which to build any future Magic Moments.

Unbridled���������	
��������������������  Fun

  
   Williams and Bredahl-Baker Named U.S. Dressage Youth Coach, Assistant Coach

    The United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) announces the names of the new U.S. Dressage Youth Coach 
    and the Assistant Dressage Youth Coach. George Williams will serve as the coach, and Charlotte Bredahl-
    Baker as assistant coach, pending contract negotiations.
 
    To learn more about Williams and Bredahl-Baker and hear their thoughts on the U.S. Dressage Youth Program,  
    visit USEFNetwork.com.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KKSMEz-OJUAOYMyqWO-QmUA3B0fEd2pAgID1hdFsMqPiXg7BjyKc9_yNKCas3kV7ywH0mBoZoAqH5MVTAI2EEBWQBd60HIFg7uNVNmikHz0bt7rrx65LuQMtHyvbnHLcdSYlBIsOM-KVvFn9LiCKueV4svHo9bLGAEv43XeyElccDRsg1uqkMRC99P6q4JmNZAj2fSYj0dKK6yzb6pI_fEx3N8BKr7pQJyqiBmpQ7UZd1F-ROXO2Axc5OZoUhcDW7qixvkDszD2B8uyYayIl1w==&c=R8kuKlnMp6xt63CN3QbG1dy_LrZPzK6TqlYaaErNRN9pXEqwSWUg3w==&ch=izzWtNcB9mqjNWwQMwlF8-InRPFZti89-VoOmr5IBitpd8WekW4sww==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KKSMEz-OJUAOYMyqWO-QmUA3B0fEd2pAgID1hdFsMqPiXg7BjyKc9_yNKCas3kV7ywH0mBoZoAqH5MVTAI2EEBWQBd60HIFg7uNVNmikHz0bt7rrx65LuQMtHyvbnHLcdSYlBIsOM-KVvFn9LiCKueV4svHo9bLGAEv43XeyElccDRsg1uqkMRC99P6q4JmNZAj2fSYj0dKK6yzb6pI_fEx3N8BKr7pQJyqiBmpQ7UZd1F-ROXO2Axc5OZoUhcDW7qixvkDszD2B8uyYayIl1w==&c=R8kuKlnMp6xt63CN3QbG1dy_LrZPzK6TqlYaaErNRN9pXEqwSWUg3w==&ch=izzWtNcB9mqjNWwQMwlF8-InRPFZti89-VoOmr5IBitpd8WekW4sww==
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ON THE BIT

Caryn Vesperman
Newsletter Editor

All advertisements, articles 
and photographs (with 
photo release) should be 
submitted to the editor by 
the 15th of the preceding 
month of publication. 

Ads and calendar of events 
submissions will appear in 
both the eQuester and on 
the WDCTA website.

Payment for 
advertisements should be 
submitted via PayPal 
through the WDCTA 
website (www.wdcta.org)   
or mailed to the editor. 

CONTACT INFO
(608) 455-2208

W1619 King Road
Brooklyn, WI 53521

newsletter@wdcta.org

Making Strides in Competition...
Congratulations to all the WDCTA members who qualified for Regionals – and even Nationals, 
coming up in about a week! You set your goals to qualify, and you did!

Thoroughbreds Can Really Make Strides...
In addition to competing and cheering friends on at the USDF Region 2 Championships, friends 
and I visited an interesting exhibit along one of the walkways at the Kentucky Horse Park: the 
Stride exhibit. In the photo below, from the starting point (start of left side of the arrow) to the three 
poles on the right, the exhibit compared the strides of Thoroughbred race horses. The closest pole 
illustrated the length of John Henry’s stride to be, on average, 24 feet. In comparison, Man-O-
War’s stride was an incredible 28 feet (far right pole), beating Secretariat’s stride of 25.5 feet 
(middle pole). Note how far Jackie Zimmermann (pictured) would have to stretch between the start 
of the stride to the left and where the different Thoroughbred’s strides ended (where she’s facing). 
Coupled with the fact that Thoroughbreds can take up to 150 strides per minute -- more than two 
a second -- make this physical feat all the more incredible!

Making Strides within WDCTA...
Know someone who is making strides volunteering with WDCTA, or promoting or educating others 
about dressage? Then nominate him or her for 2014 WDCTA Member of the Year. Send your 
nomination for 2014 WDCTA Member of the Year to the WDCTA State Board Secretary  
(secretary@wdcta.org) by Thursday, Jan. 15. Please include a summary of why you think that 
individual deserves to be selected.

Making Strides Toward the WDCTA Annual Conference and Awards Banquet...
Set aside Saturday, Mar. 7, 2015 on your calendar. WDCTA will host its Annual Conference and 
Awards Banquet at Chula Vista Resort in the Wisconsin Dells. The theme is Horses and Harmony, 
and will include guest speakers who will talk about how to build partnerships with our horses 
physically and mentally or are donating their time to helping horses in Haiti. The event will start 
approximately mid-day and culminating with the awards banquet. Watch for more details in 
upcoming issues.

Speaking of the awards, don’t forget to get your scores into our awards chair, Marie. If you have 
any questions, contact her at: awards@wdcta.org.

And lastly, make strides on the trails before the snow flies!

Making Strides

http://www.wdcta.org
http://www.wdcta.org
mailto:secretary@wdcta.org
mailto:secretary@wdcta.org
mailto:awards@wdcta.org
mailto:awards@wdcta.org
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(608) 886-3764 

Upper Peninsula Chapter President
Kathy Caspary
(906)482-2826
up@wdcta.org

WDCTA State Board

Considering Rhythm 
By Melonie Kessler, “S” Dressage Judge

Most riders who are students of dressage know the definition of rhythm as the recurring sequence and timing     
of the footfalls and phases within each gait: Four beats in the walk, two beats in the trot and three beats in        
the canter. 

With rhythm at the essence of proper training, it is imperative riders are capable of managing and maintaining 
their own sense of rhythm, first independently of the horse, and then while on the horse. Without a core that is 
capable of a supportive balance, the rider will struggle to ride a clear and steady rhythm in the figures and 
movements of each exercise.  

Rhythm is also a word used to describe a coordinated effort producing a seamless performance. I was listening 
to a football commentator who described the previous game: "The offense never got into a rhythm." As a 
dressage judge, I can relate to that basic observation. I see many riders struggle throughout their test, and even 
though they may have followed the correct pattern, the flow of the ride clearly was lacking. 

In order to develop your ability to ride rhythmically, you must work hard on becoming sensitive through your aids 
so you can feel the rhythm within your horse. The lightness of your hands, the suppleness of your seat, and the 
soft embrace of your legs allow your partner to move in his natural rhythm...unrestricted.

"Two hearts beating as one" is the definition of a a rhythmic performance to me. 

mailto:president@wdcta.org
mailto:president@wdcta.org
mailto:vp@wdcta.org
mailto:vp@wdcta.org
mailto:secretary@wdcta.org?subject=
mailto:secretary@wdcta.org?subject=
mailto:treasurer@wdcta.org
mailto:treasurer@wdcta.org
mailto:membership@wdcta.org
mailto:membership@wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
mailto:website@wdcta.org
mailto:website@wdcta.org
mailto:mal1@wdcta.org
mailto:mal1@wdcta.org
mailto:mal2@wdcta.org
mailto:mal2@wdcta.org
mailto:mal3@wdcta.org
mailto:mal3@wdcta.org
mailto:YR@wdcta.org?subject=
mailto:YR@wdcta.org?subject=
mailto:awards@wdcta.org
mailto:awards@wdcta.org
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:central@wdcta.org
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mailto:km@wdcta.org
mailto:km@wdcta.org
mailto:sw@wdcta.org
mailto:sw@wdcta.org
mailto:up@wdcta.org
mailto:up@wdcta.org
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BUSINESS MEMBERS 
Support Your WDCTA Business Members

 Cambridge Country Veterinary Services
Elaine Burkhart

Countryview Veterinary Service

Custom Saddlery
Robyn Drake

Dressage Instructor - Andrea Schten

Excalibur Insurance
Tom Mikulice

Irongate Equine Clinic 

Lindinhof Equine Sport Zentrum

Midwest English Tack
Kim Amini

Sunflower Farms

WE 
COULDN’T DO 

IT WITHOUT YOU!
Volunteers are vital to WDCTA, the 
education of our members and the 

advancement and promotion of dressage. 
Do you know an individual who is 

outstanding in this effort?

If you do, send your nomination for 2014 
WDCTA Member of the Year                    

to the WDCTA State Board Secretary  
(secretary@wdcta.org)                     

by Thursday, Jan. 15. Include a 
summary of why you think 

that individual deserves 
to be selected.

http://countryviewvets.com
http://countryviewvets.com
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:robyn@drakesaddlesavvy.com?subject=email%20subject
http://www.andreaschten.com
http://www.andreaschten.com
mailto:tom@excaliburinsurance.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:tom@excaliburinsurance.com?subject=email%20subject
http://www.irongateequine.com
http://www.irongateequine.com
mailto:lindinhof1@hotmail.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:lindinhof1@hotmail.com?subject=email%20subject
http://www.midwestenglishtack.com
http://www.midwestenglishtack.com
mailto:office@sunflowerfarms.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:office@sunflowerfarms.com?subject=email%20subject
mailto:secretary@wdcta.org
mailto:secretary@wdcta.org
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WDCTA State & Chapter Meetings
November 22-23
WDCTA Instructor/Trainer 
Certification Clinic
Sunflower Farm
Contact: Stephanie Severn
(608) 213-8925
Hopefulfarm@gmail.com

Shows
Nov. 6-9
U.S. National Championships
Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, KY

2015
Mar. 7
WDCTA Annual Conference & Awards Banquet
Chula Vista Resort, WI Dells
Afternoon Conference and Evening Awards 
Banquet
Stay tuned for more details!

April 15-19
World Cup Jumping and Dressage
Los Vegas, Nevada

May 9-10
Janet Foy Clinic
Contact: Mary Hanneman          * No auditing
(608) 455-1037                             charge for SW 
mahanneman@gmail.com           chapter members

May 16-17
Maryal Barnett Clinic
Hidden Pond Farm, Mazomanie, WI
Contact: Pam Doolittle               * No auditing  
(608) 712-1400                             charge for SW 
psdoolittle@yahoo.com                chapter members

June 6-7
Janet Foy Clinic
Contact: Mary Hanneman          * No auditing
(608) 455-1037                             charge for SW 
mahanneman@gmail.com           chapter members

July 4-5
Janet Foy Clinic
Contact: Mary Hanneman          * No auditing
(608) 455-1037                             charge for SW 
mahanneman@gmail.com           chapter members

July 25-26
Maryal Barnett Clinic
Hidden Pond Farm, Mazomanie, WI
Contact: Pam Doolittle               * No auditing  
(608) 712-1400                             charge for SW 
psdoolittle@yahoo.com                chapter members

Aug. 22-23
Capital MiniEvent
Judges: TBD
Location: TBD
Contact: Nicki Butler (608) 358-2589

Aug. 29-30
Janet Foy Clinic
Contact: Mary Hanneman          * No auditing
(608) 455-1037                             charge for SW 
mahanneman@gmail.com           chapter members

Sept. 17-20
USDF Region 2 Championships
Waterloo Hunt Club, Grass Lake, MI

Oct. 3-4
Janet Foy Clinic
Contact: Mary Hanneman          * No auditing
(608) 455-1037                             charge for SW 
mahanneman@gmail.com           chapter members

Oct. 17-18
Maryal Barnett Clinic
Hidden Pond Farm, Mazomanie, WI
Contact: Pam Doolittle               * No auditing  
(608) 712-1400                             charge for SW 
psdoolittle@yahoo.com                chapter members

C
A
LE

N
D
A
R

A listing in the Calendar of Events is a service to WDCTA members only.
Send your submission to newsletter@wdcta.org by the 15th of each month.

mailto:Hopefulfarm@gmail.com
mailto:Hopefulfarm@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:mahanneman@gmail.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:psdoolittle@yahoo.com
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
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  Certified EQUESTRIAN 
PILATES® Trainer

Charlee Wilson
Services
Off  Horse Rider Body Assessment
On Horse Rider Body Assessment
Meditation
Essential Oils

Bringing awareness to physical 
and emotional underlying ailments 
inhibiting riding.

Private Lessons Off  the Horse - $30
Private Lesson On the Horse - $45
Group Lessons - $15

EQ Pilates® certified
Bachelor’s in Equine Science
and EQ Entrepreneurship

Contact:
www.wilsoncharlee.wix.com/primoequus

   Classifieds
   CIMARRON HORSE BLANKET LAUNDRY AND REPAIR: Providing horse blanket washing, repair and rewater- 
   proofing services. Pick-up and delivery service available for large quantities. Blanket wash $10, rewaterproof $12. 
   Please email or call for more information and blanket service form. slmadt@yahoo.com or 920-286-0127.               2/15                       
................................................................................................................................................................................................
   DRESSAGE HORSE: “Hungarian Eros” -- 16H, 2002 attractive grey gelding. Shown 2014 at USDF 2nd level, has won 
   USDF Championships in the past. Schooling 3rd level, including flying changes and half pass. $10,000. Video 
   available at http://youtu.be/YxrFhCjwABg or search “Hungarian Eros Offered For Sale.” Contact Elaine Thousand, 
   (920)988-9864 elainethousand@yahoo.com.

http://www.wilsoncharlee.wix.com/primoequus
http://www.wilsoncharlee.wix.com/primoequus
mailto:slmadt@yahoo.com
mailto:slmadt@yahoo.com
http://youtu.be/YxrFhCjwABg
http://youtu.be/YxrFhCjwABg
mailto:elainethousand@yahoo.com
mailto:elainethousand@yahoo.com
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COUNTRY VIEW 
VETERINARY SERVICE 

1350 S. Fish Hatchery Road 
PO Box 27 

Oregon , WI  53575 
www.countryviewvets.com 

4246 Schneider Drive
Oregon, WI, 53575
lindinhof1@aol.com 
608.445.8531

www.lindinhof.com  •  www.nodoubtmcisaac.com

Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum
FEI Dressage Training & Sales

Megan McIsaac

_______________ ______________________

Tailwind Farm  

W350S6890 Ulrickson Rd., Eagle, WI 53119

http://www.lindinhof.com
http://www.lindinhof.com
http://www.nodoubtmcisaac.com
http://www.nodoubtmcisaac.com
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SANDY BLANK
327 Thorne Street
Ripon, WI 54971
(920)748-3010
scblank@charter.net
40+ years’ experience: judging, 
TD and clinics, shown thru Prix 
St. Georges and preliminary 
eventing, plus endurance,  field 
hunting/hunter. Instruction from 
U.S. and German Olympians, 
international judges, USET 
coaches and authors. Students 
earned USDF Bronze medals, 
breed and USEA awards, Pony 
Club ratings.Will teach through 
4th Level. Will travel.

TRACEY DIKKERS
Dundee Training Stable
W4835 Aspen Court
Wild Rose, WI 54984
(608) 220-2628
traceydikkers@gmail.com
Trained through Grand Prix, 
shown through PSG. USDF 
Bronze and Silver medals. L 
graduate with distinction. Enrolled 
in USEF “r” judging program. 
Students shown successfully 
through PSG.     Will travel for 
clinics/lessons.

AMANDA JOHNSON 
Amanda Johnson Dressage LLC
6680 W River Pointe Dr 
Franklin, WI 53132 
(319) 331-3241
ajdressage@gmail.com 
USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold 
medalist. Trained multiple horses 
to Grand Prix; students have 
earned USDF Bronze, Silver and 
Gold medals.15 years experience. 
Will teach Training through Grand 
Prix. Multiple wins and high 
placings at Dressage at Devon.

NICOLE LEDVINA
Art of Classical Dressage
7282 State Road 19
Waunakee, WI 53597
(608) 213-3215
angel81@tds.net
www.artofclassicaldressage.com
French classical and Western 
dressage, five years teaching 
experience, will travel for lessons/
clinics.

JACKIE LUEBKE-PUETZ
Grand Prix Farm
15034 Hwy. X
Kiel, WI 53042
(920) 693-3367
cvestor@aol.com
Ridden for 25+ years, trained 
with four Olympic riders. Attend 
USDF convention. Won WDCTA 
awards and Region 2 schooling 
awards, as have students. 
USDF Adult Program Region 2 
chair.

KELLY MAHLOCH
Sundance Farm
N6329 Branch Road
Plymouth, WI 53073
(920) 918 1166
sundancefarm1@frontier.com
USDF Bronze and Silver Medals 
on self-trained horses. Will 
teach through Intermediare 
dressage and preliminary 
eventing. Associate degree in 
equine management, ARIA “Top 
50 Instructors in the U.S.” Will 
do clinics. Cross country course 
available on farm. School 
horses available. Great with 
youth and adults.

MEGAN McISAAC
Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum
4246 Schneider Drive
Oregon, WI 53575
(608) 445-8531
lindinhof1@aol.com
FEI trainer, has obtained all six 
USDF rider medals, competed 
two horses at Grand Prix and 
successfully at Dressage at Devon 
in ’07 – placing 11th in Int. 1 and 
qualifying for the freestyle. Travel 
for clinics and lessons, plus 12 
years teaching experience – 
beginners to advanced. 

SHELLY REICHART
Paradigm Farm, LLC
N5834 Co. Rd. S
Lake Mills, WI 53551
(414) 881-1830
paradigmfarmllc@aol.com
Shown international Grand Prix, 
including long-listed in dressage 
with the USET in 2012. USDF 
Bronze, Silver, Gold medalist. 
Numerous USDF and WDCTA 
year-end awards thru Grand 
Prix. 20+ years of teaching and 
training experience at all levels, 
brining horses and students to 
the Grand Prix level. Trailer in for 
lessons. Available for clinics.

ANDREA SCHTEN
W350S6890 Ulrickson Road
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 470-4557
www.andreaschten.com
USDF Bronze and Silver medalist, 
regional champion-ships: Training 
through Int.1 on self-trained 
horses. Schooling Grand Prix. 
Studied with multiple, 
internationally known trainers. 10 
years teaching experience. School 
horses available. Will travel. 

GALINA SHELEPOV
Legacy Dressage Center
W782 State Road 11
Burlington, WI 53105
(262) 767-2883
legacydressage@gmail.com
20 years experience; trained in 
classical dressage for 10 years w/ 
Russian Riding School, showed 
thru Grand Prix. Since 1995, 
successfully training and showing 
horses to FEI, helping students 
advance in riding and showing 
abilities. School horses available. 

KATE VAN SICKLEN
Silver Spring Farm
110 Merrill Crest Drive
Madison, WI 53705
(608) 669-0148
katherinevansicklen@gmail.com
British Horse Society Instructor. 
USDF “L” graduate w/ distinc-
tion. USDF Associate Certified 
Instructor. USDF Silver medalist. 
Shown thru Prix St. George. 40 
years teaching experience. Teach 
thru 4th level. Specialize in 
teaching riders/horses correct 
basics. Will travel for lessons.

JOANN WILLIAMS
W3580 Scotch Bush Road
Elkhorn, WI 53121
(414) 378-2231
jwcambridge18@yahoo.com
Classical training for every horse 
and rider. USDF Gold Medalist on 
self-trained horse. Earned all 6 
USDF Medals. Many students are 
Silver, Bronze medalists. 30 years 
bringing horses and riders up thru 
all the levels. Experienced with all 
breeds, including gaited 
horses. Will travel for lessons and 
clinics.

CAMBRIDGE COUNTRY VETERINARY 
SERVICES, LLC
Elaine Burkhart
2645 Evergreen Drive
Cambridge, WI 53523
(608) 423-7260
elb.horsemail@gmail.com
Equine ambulatory services with 
emphasis on performance horse.
15+ years’ experience in equine 
dental equilibration and balance.  
40+ years of training, riding and 
competing high-level performance 
horses. Lameness and 
performance, medical eval-
uations, pre-purchase, digital 
radiography, ultrasound. Hours by 
appointment.

TRACEY DIKKERS
Dundee Training Stable
W4835 Aspen Court
Wild Rose, WI 54984
(608) 220-2628
traceydikkers@gmail.com
Trained through Grand Prix, 
shown through PSG. USDF 
Bronze and Silver medals. L 
graduate with distinction.  
Enrolled in USEF “r” judging 
program. Students shown 
successfully through PSG.        
Will travel for clinics/lessons.

Stable - Instructor - Breeder - Business
Listings

INSTRUCTORS

BUSINESS

Continued on next page
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MEGAN DISCHLER
Dressage Solutions LLC
N80 W39490 McMahon Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
(920) 265-2145
megdischler@yahoo.com
Dressage training and lessons for 
horse and riders through third 
level, 12 years of dressage 
experience – ridden through Prix 
St. George, 10 years of teaching 
experience, enrolled in USDF 
Instructor Certification Program, 
start young horses, creative 
solutions for problem horses, 
school horses. Will travel.

GRAND PRIX FARM
Jackie Luebke-Puetz
15034 Hwy. X
Kiel, WI 53042
(920) 693-3367
cvestor@aol.com
66 x 150’ indoor arena with 
mirrors, viewing lounge, matted 
stalls, cleaned daily, 4x/day 
feedings, hot/cold wash rack, 
screened facility – no bugs, 
heated bathroom, hunt course, 
outside dressage ring, lesson 
horse available. 

IRONGATE EQUINE CLINIC
1848 Waldorf Blvd
Madison, WI 53719
(608) 845-6006 
kelly@irongateequine.com 
Irongate Equine Clinic is a full- 
service equine ambulatory 
practice serving Dane County, WI 
and surrounding communi-ties. 
Competent, compassionate care 
as well as excellent client 
communication and education are 
the cornerstones on which our 
practice has been founded. 
Dedicated to the health and well 
being of the horses you love.
(Business Listings continued)

AMANDA JOHNSON DRESSAGE LLC
Sunflower Farms Barn F 
19000 128th Street Bristol, WI 53104 
24-stall barn, 12x14’ stalls, top-
notch care, prudent air system, 
individual tack lockers, trunk 
room, rider lounge, grooming 
bays, indoor/outdoor wash racks, 
2 indoor arenas, many outdoor 
arenas.

SHARON JOHNSON
Tree Top Acres 
956 Gale Drive 
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965 
(608) 253-7018
sharonj956@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/sjohnson956
USEF 'r' Judge in Hunter/Hunt-
seat Equitation/Jumper, Wiscon-
sin Horse Council Certified Open 
Horse Show Judge, Open Horse 
Show Association (national) Cer-
tified Judge. Booking for 2014. 

LINDINHOFF EQUINE SPORTS 
ZENTRUM 
Megan McIsaac
4246 Schneider Drive
Oregon, WI 53575
(608) 445-8531
lindinhof1@aol.com
Indoor with mirrors and 80 x 200’ 
sand outdoor, individual and group 
turnout, wash stall, solarium, 
numerous trails, lessons and 
monthly training.

LONE TREE FARM
Megan Dischler
N80 W39490 McMahon Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066
(920) 265-2145
www.lonetreefarm.org
90 x 180’ heated indoor arena and 
variety of stabling options, care-
taker and instructor on-site, 140 
acres of trails, caretaker and 
trainer on site.

KELLY MAHLOCH
Sundance Farm
N6329 Branch Road
Plymouth, WI 53073
(920) 918 1166
sundancefarm1@frontier.com 
60 x 200’ indoor arena,             
80 x 250’ outdoor arena,         
full jump course, heated and 
unheated barns, wash stall, 
competitive cross country 
course, daily turnout in grass 
pastures, 100 acre, homegrown 
hay, trails, lessons and training.

MICHELLE AMES HOMES
W6167 Irish Lane
New Glarus, WI 53574
(608) 535-39633
michelle.ames@kw.com
Michelle Ames Homes helps you 
find your greener pastures. 
Whether selling your home or farm 
property, upsizing, down-sizing or 
looking to buy a home or horse 
property in the Greater Madison 
area, the goal is to find the right 
property. Sometimes that means 
things move quickly; sometimes it 
means looking at 40 properties.

PARADIGM FARM, LLC
Shelly Reichart
N5834 Co. Rd. S
Lake Mills, WI 53551
(414) 881-1830
paradigmfarmllc@aol.com
Paradigm Farm offers all the 
amenities required for excep-
tional dressage training, 
including: heated barn, indoor 
arena, tack room, bathroom and 
lounge, lovely outdoor arena and 
patio, H/C indoor wash stall, 
outdoor wash rack, rolling 
pastures and acres of fields to 
hack in. Trailer in lessons 
available w/Shelly Reichart. 

ANDREA SCHTEN
Tailwind Farm  
W350S6890 Ulrickson Road
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 470-4557
aschten@hotmail.com
80 x 200’ indoor arena, 80 x 160’ 
outdoor arena, heated barn, 12 x 
12’ stalls, heated lounge, hot/cold 
waster wash rack, PVC fenced 
paddocks, trails, dressage training 
and instructor on site, school 
horses available.

GALINA SHELEPOV
Legacy Dressage Center
W782 State Road 11
Burlington, WI 53105
(262) 767-2883
legacydressage@gmail.com
Training and teaching facility, 60 
x 200’ heated indoor arena w/ 
mirrors and standard outdoor 
arena - both w/ high quality 
footing, insulated barn, wash stall, 
private/semi-private turnouts.

SUNFLOWER FARMS
19000 - 128th Street
Bristol, WI 53104
www.sunflowerfarms.com
Three heated indoor rings, four 
outdoor arenas, 24-hour security, 
7 barns - 150 stalls, customized 
feeding program,  100 paddocks - 
some grass, some all-weather. 
170 acre-facility, with school 
horses available, open seven days 
a week, 6 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

CARYN VESPERMAN - USEF “r” judge
W1619 King Road
Brooklyn, WI 53521
(608) 455-2208
touchstonefarm@gmail.com
www.bytouchstonefarm.com
USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold 
medalist. Shown through Grand 
Prix. Available for USEF/USDF-
recognized shows and enjoy 
judging schooling shows.

GRAND PRIX FARM
Jackie Luebke-Puetz
15034 Hwy. X
Kiel, WI 53042
(920) 693-3367
cvestor@aol.com
Too Cute To Shoot, a Welsh 
Section B stallion, multiple breed 
championships, WI State Horse 
Council Championship winner, 
bay, Farley bloodlines.

GREEN VALLEY FARM 
Sofie Fiedler
1494 S. Irish Hollow Road
Galena, IL
(815) 777-6008
www.greenvalleyfarm.com
Breeder of athletic Norwegian 
Fjord horses with exceptional 
bloodlines, movement and 
temperament. Trained for dressage 
and driving for sale.

JERICHO CREEK FARM II
S101 W34628 Hwy. LO
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 470-3299
morabrep@yahoo.com
www.jerichocreekfarms.com
Breeding Morabs, Morgans and 
Arabians of distinction. Standing: 
Montego’s Thunder (Morab), 
Jericho’s Mr. Sterling (Morab), 
Jericho’s Mr. Storm-hawk (Morab), 
Jericho’s White Knight (Morgan), 
JCW Rev’s Cajun Sundancer 
(Morgan), and Nakhda Brio 
(Arabian).

MAPLE RUN FARM LLC 
Doug and Shannon Langer
W3465 Market Road
Helenville, WI 53137
(262) 424-7641
maplerunfarm@yahoo.com
www.maplerunfarmllc.com
Breeding Hanoverian horses with 
international bloodlines  and 
quality for dressage. Mares by 
Diamond Hit, Rousseau, DeNiro, 
Contucci and Bordeaux.

BREEDERS
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