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Janet Foy has been coming to the Madi-
son, WI area for more than 10 years, 
imparting her knowledge when she was 
a successful competitor and her 
experience as globe-trotting trainer and  
judge. Recently she became a 5-Star 
judge – quite a change for someone 
named “Girl of the West” for the “Pikes 
Peak or Bust” rodeo in 1973!

 

These days, it almost seems like Janet’s 
mantra is “I’m Going to Help You 
Understand or Bust” when it comes to 
her teaching. Janet draws on her own 
experiences of learning dressage from 
many notables including Robert Dover, 
her years of running a training and 
breeding facility, and her years of judging 
where she has seen it all – from 
beginners on ponies to the top talent in 
the world.

 

In a June clinic hosted by WDCTA’s 
Southwest Chapter, Janet used her 
knowledge and sense of humor to help 
lightbulbs go off for riders and auditors.


Joann Williams, a professional trainer 


who has been riding in the 
“Janet clinics” for years, 
said Janet’s advice about 
breaking down a move-
ment into three parts 
helps a rider think through 
what he or she is asking, 
not just ride a movement. 
The three parts involved 
in riding a specific 
movement are:


  Prepare (the bend and   

     balance)


  Execute (the 

     movement)


 Finish (ensure movement 

    has clean end)


With a shoulder-in or half-pass, 
the rider needs to think, even 
test, the bend and balance. Then 
ride the movement and end by 
going straight. With both of these 
movements, straightening the 
horse should follow the move-
ment; the horse should not stay 
bent before the corner or the turn. 
Janet says too often she doesn’t 
see riders really finish a movement – they 
just blur into whatever is coming next.

 

Prior to this clinic, Katie Sufak had 
ridden three times with Janet.

 
“From the first lesson with her, I was 
enthralled,” says Katie. “Even though 
she wasn’t familiar with my riding or 
horse, she gave me lessons like she had 
known us for years. This clinic was no 
different.”

 

Katie’s horse is in his teens and, she 
says, was trained incorrectly when she 
got him. She is retraining him and wants 
to earn her USDF Silver Medal on him.


“Once again I’m in new waters – training 
another horse and stepping into the 
unchartered territories of training and 
riding through Prix St. George, without 

learning on a schoolmaster,” Katie says. 
“Every lesson I’ve taken with Janet, with 
this clinic being the most evident, she 
always picks out the core problem 
affecting everything, dives into it and 
enables you to fully understand the 
mechanics of your problem.


“Janet pinpointed the issues with my 
body position,” says Katie. “She helped 
me understand the problem and how to 
fix it so it doesn’t affect my riding. It’s 
frustrating to feel from my horse how my 
incorrect position was affecting him! 
Janet helped change my position and I 
felt how my horse had the motor I knew 
he should have. When I got home, I was 
able to be more soft and felt like the 
canter pirouettes were not too far off 
with a horse that had a training-level 
education only two years ago.” 


Continued on next page

Lightbulb Moments with Janet Foy

Registration-and-refreshment tent with indoor riding 
arena in the background at Caryn and Mark Vesperman’s 
Touchstone Farm.

Janet Foy



 

Janet Foy Clinic continued 

In addition to those at the FEI level, 
Janet is able to help riders with young 
horses. Marie Caldwell has ridden in 
the clinics for nearly all the years Janet’s 
been coming.

 

“Even though my mare is only four, 
Janet explained it was time to raise my 
standards and require more collected 
work from my horse, D’Amore,” says 
Marie. “She explained that this will in 
turn raise her head up as a result of 
raising her shoulders up. D' Amore goes 
on the bit easily, but sometimes she gets 
low and behind the bit. As has been 
said, they have yet to make the perfect 
horse, and even those things which are 
really good can be used against you.”

 

“To get more collection, Janet says 
D’Amore needs to learn to cross her 
hind legs – which she is not especially 
fond of doing,” says Marie. “As she 
learns to cross her hind legs, I can 
encourage her to step under herself and 
shift her center of gravity further back 
over her hind legs for more collection.”

 

As all riders know, horses can be 
stronger one direction or another, just 
like riders are left- or right-handed. For 
example, in the right-lead canter, 
D’Amore escapes over her left shoulder.

 

“To collect D’Amore, I need to capture 
the left shoulder and ‘place’ her on her 

right hind by counter flexing and leg-
yielding to the inside of the circle,” 
explains Marie. “After D’Amore is able to 
hold herself in a more collected canter 
for about five times around the circle, 
she is ready to try straight lines. Janet 
explained that in the beginning, asking 
for collection in the canter should only 
be for short distances and then circle 
again. For a 20 x 60’ arena, you would 
do three circles with the straight 
distances only being the distance 
between each circle.”

 

Janet also helped Marie introduce 
shoulder-in to D’Amore.

 

“Janet had me start by riding a 20-meter 
circle and then leg-yielding out on the 
open side of the circle. Next, I should 
ride down the long side for only two or 
three steps of shoulder-in, praising her 
when she got it right and getting out of it 
quickly before she made a mistake. An 
interesting point from Janet about 
this work was only when D’Amore is 
able to do leg-yield and shoulder-in 
easily should I start the head-to-the 
wall leg-yield because it’s easier for 
the horse to cross the inside hind 
leg over the outside hind leg than it 
is for them to cross the outside hind 
leg over the inside.”

 

Heidi Wright was a first-timer to the 
Janet clinic.

 

“I greatly appreciated Janet's 
understanding of the young horse,” 
says Heidi. “This was my four year 
old's first time away from home by 
himself and his first clinic. Janet's 
lessons helped Skyler start to 
concentrate on the work rather than 
calling to his friends. Janet has a 
check list of skills a four-year-old 
should have, and it was a great 
opportunity to review that 
check list with my horse to 
confirm his level of 
understanding. It helped me 
to determine what we should 
be adding to his repertoire.”

 

Contact can be an elusive 
concept, and Heidi says she 
got a better understanding 
of that in the clinic.

 
“I learned how much contact 
is appropriate for my horse 
to help him work through his 
whole body. For Skyler, the 
weight should be about 2.5 

lbs. When we achieved a higher degree 
of contact, he became steadier, and felt 
more supple and responsive to my 
aids.” 

 

Janet also helped Heidi with the 
differences her horse had traveling right 
versus left.

 

“Janet suggested the right-lead canter 
needed a bit of counter flexion and leg 
yield into the circle to help straighten 
him,” explains Heidi. “This was not 
needed when cantering left.”

 

The clinic provided lightbulb moments 

to both riders and the more than 20 
auditors. A good reminder summarized 
by Heidi was: “Reward the smallest 
effort and encourage the rider to not ‘get 
greedy’ when the horse gives the right 
answer is something important for all.”


Joann Williams

Sue Genin

Approximately 20 auditors enjoyed the clinic on 
Saturday, learning from one of the top judges in 
the world. 



 

There’s Still Time 

While the summer is halfway over, there’s still plenty of time to take part in clinics 
and shows. Even if you aren’t riding in a show or clinic, you can learn a lot by 
volunteering or auditing.


Shows are always looking for volunteers. Offer to be a gate keeper, a test runner, 
scribe or jump judge. You can learn so much and be inspired by the judges and 
riders you observe.


Honestly, I’m amazed (and puzzled) by how few auditors show up for clinics. At 
the recent Janet Foy clinic at my facility, 20 auditors showed up on Saturday -- 
some from as far away as Eau Claire, which was great! Sunday? No one besides 
the riders (and my husband occasionally). Even at private clinics, auditors aren’t 
fighting for chair space. I looked back at our calendar, and a lot of excellent 

clinicians have been brought in, not just by WDCTA but by our members. WDCTA 
has brought in Patty Becker, Yvonne Barteau, Tom Poulin, Jayne Ayers, plus our 
members have brought in, for example, Melanie Michalak who puts on an excellent 
freestyle clinic, and Jeremy Sternberg who, until recently, was the USDF Dressage 
Youth Coach and has had an excellent series of articles in The Chronicle of the Horse. 

Why is this?


It can’t be cost. WDCTA clinics are usually free to members. 


I understand summer is extremely busy, but when you have Janet Foy, one of 36 five-
star judges in the world or, in the case of the Patty Becker clinics at Becky Bebber-
Wells' facility – a trainer who has brought many horses up the levels, people are 
missing fantastic learning opportunities. Even if I ride in a clinic, I try to watch as much 
as I can, and usually by the end of the day, I'm extra tired from "riding" eight or more 
horses!


An event coming up that I hope none of you will miss is the William Fox-Pitt symposium 
Nov. 4-5 in Madison at the Alliant Energy Center. Even if you “do” dressage, you can  
watch and learn from one of the top event ridders in the world. (A rider like Fox-Pitt 
doesn’t get to the top if he or she can’t “do” dressage!) He will be spending part of the 
time on dressage at the symposium, and the other would be apropos to cross-training 
for dressage horses. I know I can’t just ride in a 20 x 60’ dressage arena — I need out 
of it! 


I’ve seen places in other parts of the country where the prices to audit a Fox-Pitt clinic 
can be three or more times what WDCTA is charging! WDCTA really works hard to bring 
you educational opportunities at a reasonable cost. From teachers across the spectrum 
— from the international super stars to WDCTA’s own member professionals — all want 
to impart their knowledge to you.


Take advantage of them!


Enjoy the rest of your summer…at shows, clinics and on the trails. In not too long, we’ll 
be stuck inside, thanks to the winter.


Have a great August!


Caryn

 Caryn Vesperman 
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Calendar of Events

WDCTA MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES 

Aug. 26 
WDCTA Southwest Chapter Social Event 
Potluck and Meeting - 4 p.m. 

Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum

4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 
Megan McIsaac will demonstrate her 
Intermediare I freestyle, plus short 
meeting. Bring a dish to pass.

Contact: Hayley Madden (608) 770-1811


WDCTA CLINICS 
Aug. 27, Sept. 9, Oct. 7 
WDCTA Central Chapter Beginner 
Eventing Clinic Series

Ride at one or more of the dates.

Contact: VIcki Hodel at (608) 432-3800 
or central@wdcta.org

See registration form in newsletter.


Aug. 5-6 
Janet Foy Clinic

Sponsored by Southwest Chapter

Location: Caryn Vesperman’s 
Touchstone Farm, Brooklyn, WI

Contact: Caryn at (608) 455-2208 or

touchstonefarm@gmail.com                         

WDCTA members audit for free 

Sept. 10 
Patti Becker Dressage Clinic 
Hosted by Southwest Chapter 

Location: Bebber-Wells’, Brooklyn, WI 

Contact: Becky Bebber-Wells 
(608) 347-5458 snowbysgrl@aol.com 
WDCTA members audit for free  

Oct. 21-22 
WDCTA Capitol Mini Event

Contact: VIcki Hodel at (608) 432-3800 
or central@wdcta.org


Nov. 4-5 
William Fox-Pitt Symposium

Sponsored by Southwest Chapter

Contact: Hayley Madden

(608) 770-1811


NON-WDCTA EVENTS 
Aug. 6 
Heartland Equestrian Center Dressage 
Schooling Show

Judge: Tracey Dikkers “r”

Call or text: Sarah Long (715) 323-2626

WDCTA-recognized 

Aug. 12 
Dressage  at WI Equestrian Ceneter

DePere, WI

Judge: Marie Johnson “R”

Contact: Deb Heier

www.equestrianentries.com

WDCTA recognized 

Aug. 13 
NEWDA Open Dressage Schooling Show

Wisconsin Equestrian Center, DePere, WI

Judge: Tracey Dikkers “r”

Contact: Lori Fisher, 
lfisher58@hotmail.com

USEF dressage classes through one level  
WDCTA recognized 

Sept. 14-16, 2017 
REGION 2 USDF Championships

Majestic Farm, Batavia, OH


Oct. 14 
Heartland Equestrian Center Dressage 
Schooling Show

Judge: Caryn Vesperman “r”

Call or text: Sarah Long (715) 323-2626

WDCTA-recognized 

Oct. 15 
Heartland Equestrian Center Dressage 
Schooling Show

Judge: Nicole Trapp “L”

Call or text: Sarah Long (715) 323-2626

WDCTA-recognized 

WDCTA BUSINESS MEMBERS
Support Your WDCTA Business Members

Excalibur Insurance 
Tom Mikulice 

* 

Plum Lake Dressage 
Debra Stephenson 

* 

Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
Megan McIssac

mailto:central@wdcta.org
mailto:touchstonefarm@gmail.com
mailto:snowbysgrl@aol.com
mailto:central@wdcta.org
mailto:lfisher58@hotmail.com
mailto:central@wdcta.org
mailto:touchstonefarm@gmail.com
mailto:snowbysgrl@aol.com
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MEMBER LISTINGS

Tracey Dikkers  
Dundee Dressage  
W4835 Aspen Ct  
Wild Rose, WI 54984  
traceydikkers@gmail.com  
(608) 220-2628 
USDF Silver and Bronze medalist. 
Have trained through Grand Prix. 25 
years of teaching experience. Stu-
dents shown successfully through 
Prix St. George. USDF “L” graduate 
with distinction. USEF “r” judge. Will 
travel for lessons; available for 
clinics. 


Katie Foster 
CanterWorks Dressage, LLC 
P.O.Box 70 
Hazelhurst, WI 54531 
katiefosterdressage@gmail.com 
(715) 892-3113 
USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold med-
alist, 7 years teaching experience: 
Training to Grand Prix. Bachelor’s 
degree in animal science from MSU; 
graduated with honors in the horse 
management program. Studied dres-
sage for 15 years. Many awards: 
regional, USEF championship and 
Dressage at Devon placings, USDF 
year-end and all-breeds. Will travel 
for lessons and clinics in WI and MI.


Megan McIsaac 
Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
FEI trainer. 2014 national champion 
with Kingsley. USDF Gold, Silver, 
Bronze medalist, all USDF bars. 
Competed two horses at GP. 
Competed 4th level and small tour at 
Dressage at Devon. Year-end USDF, 
USEF, WDCTA awards. 15+ years 
teaching experience. Students 
competed through GP, earned rider 
awards and medals. Travel for 
lessons and clinics.


Andrea Schten 
Tailwind Farm 
W350S6890 Ulrickson Road 
Eagle, WI 53119 
(262)470-4557 
www.andreaschten.com 
USDF Bronze and Silver medalist, 
regional championships: Training 
through Int.1 on self-trained horses. 
Multiple students have earned 
Bronze Medal and working toward 
Silver. School-masters available. 
Trailering in for lessons welcome. 
Available for clinics; will travel for 
lessons. 


Katie Sufak 
Footloose Farm LLC 
6908 North Co. Rd. J 
Reedsville, WI 542030 
ktsufak@yahoo.com 
(920) 629-0736 
USDF Bronze medalist, 12+ years 
teaching experience. Have ridden 
hunt seat and trail. 10+ years of 
dressage. Ride regularly w/ USDF 
Gold medalist. Specialize in 
helping all riders learn classical 
skills. School horses available. 
Will travel.


Kate Van Sicklen 
110 Merrill Crest Drive 
Madison, WI 53705 
katherinevansicklen@gmail.com 
(608) 669-0148 
40+ years of teaching experience. 
British Horse Society instructor 
certification. USDF “L” graduate with 
distinction. USDF Associate Certified 
Instructor. USDF Silver Medal. Shown 
through Prix St. George. Will teach 
through 4th Level. Specialize in 
teaching horses and riders correct 
basics. Will travel.


Joann Williams 
W3580 Scotch Bush Road 
Elkhorn, WI 53121 
jwcambridge18@yahoo.com 
(414) 378-2231 
Classical dressage for every horse 
and rider, beginner to Grand Prix.  
Lessons, training in traditional, 
Western and gaited dressage. Earned 
all 6 USDF Medals, multiple USDF 
HOY, All-Breed regional and WDCTA 
awards on many horses. Many 
students are Silver and Bronze 
medalists. 30+ years experience 
bringing horses and riders up the 
levels. Studied with many FEI and 
National Level "S" judges and 
riders. Based in Elkhorn. Will travel.


INSTRUCTORS
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Footloose Farm LLC 
Katie Sufak 
6908 North Co. Rd. J 
Reedsville, WI 542030 
ktsufak@yahoo.com 
(920) 629-0736 
60’ x 170’ indoor, 66’ x 200’ 
outdoor, lessons,turn-out, trails,  
limited boarding.


Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
Megan McIsaac 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
80x200’ heated indoor w/ mirrors. 
New stalls and client tack room w/ 
individual lockers. Individual and 
group turnout. Wash stall. Solarium. 
Theraplate. Numerous trails. Indivi-
dual training programs. Lessons and 
leasing options on FEI school 
horses, month training for horses 
and riders. FEI trainer on site. 


Plum Lake Dressage Equestrian 
Center - Debra Stephenson 
8177 Plum Lake Station Road 
Sayner, WI 54560-9751 
plumlakedressage@gmail.com 
(715) 542-3742 
IInsulated and heated barn and 
60x100 indoor arena. Wash stall. 
Lounge with bath and kitchen. 
Heated viewing area. Small dres-
sage-sized outdoor arena and 60' 
round pen. Wooded trails. Clinics, 
retreats, symposiums, camps, work-
shops and special events ongoing. 
Lakefront lodging available.


Best Fit Saddles 
Denise Sobering  
850 Sheridan St  
Madison, WI 53704  
bestfitsaddleslessons@gmail.com 
(608) 212-7009 
Selling Selleria Equipe Saddles in 
the upper Midwest. Dressage, 
jumping, eventing, endurance and 
Icelandic models available in carbon 
fiber, synthetic and wood trees. 
Sponsor of Charlotte Dujardin.


Connected Healing Farrier  
Kenda Skorstad  
301 E. Main St.  
Burlington, IL 53105  
kendra@connectedhealing.com  
(847) 840-1196 
Specializing in performance horses 
in disciplines on dressage, jumping, 
and eventing.

Excalibur Insurance 
P.O. Box 500 
Hartland, WI 53029 
www.excaliburinsurance.com 
(262) 367- 2430 
Offers a variety of horse insurance 
coverage, including mortality, equine 
liability, horse farm insurance, and 
additional endorsements. Provides 
coverage to horse owners in Wis-
consin and most of the U.S. A solid 
reputation in the industry for our 
customer-focused approach and in-
depth knowledge on all horse 
insurance plans. 


Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
608.445.8531 
www.lindinhof.com 
Importing top quality dressage 
horses from Europe. Contact us to 
find your next dressage star.


Caryn Vesperman - USEF ‘r’ Judge 
W1619 King Road 
Brooklyn, WI 53521  
touchstonefarm@gmail.com 
(608) 455-2208 
USDF Gold, Silver and Bronze 
medalist. Shown through Grand 
Prix. Available for USEF/USDF-
recognized dressage shows and 
enjoy judging schooling shows.


BUSINESSSTABLES
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Jeremy Steinberg Dressage Clinic  
August 19 ‐ 20, 2017 

At Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum  
4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 53575 

 
 
 

Jeremy enjoys teaching, emphasizing an environment conducive to learning classical dressage and good 
horsemanship. His goal is for students to understand the basic philosophies of dressage, enabling them to 
work successfully with their own horses. In 2010 Jeremy was appointed the USEF Dressage Youth Coach.  
Jeremy has become a much sought after clinician in the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. 
For Jeremy’s detailed biography, please visit SteinbergDressage.com 
 
 
Rider/Auditor Name:              Address:              
City:          State:     Zip:      Phone:              
Email:                        
 
Horse’s Name:             Breed:           Sex:         
Age:     Level Training:           Level Showing:            
 
Rider Fees:  

□  $300 for 1 day ride      □  $600 for 2 day ride  
□  $25 per night for stabling:   Saturday, Sunday 

Please include copy of current negative Coggins and vaccine sheet with your registration. 
 
Auditor Fees:    (Please bring your own lunch and comfortable chair) 

□  Saturday ($35/person)     □ Sunday ($35/person)   □  Both 

days ($70/person) 
 

Rider Fees:            
Stabling:           
Auditor Fees:            
Total Enclosed:           

 
Please make checks payable to: Lindinhof, LLC 
Mail: Lindinhof, LLC, 4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 53575 
Questions: 608.445.8531 or lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
Please include copy of current negative Coggins and vaccine sheet with your registration.   



Jennifer Kotylo Body Awareness Clinic  
August 11 ‐ 13, 2017 

At Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum  
4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 53575 

 
 In order to ride well we must endeavor to create in ourselves, what we want in our horses – mental relaxation, 
strength, flexibility and balance. Many of these traits depend on a muscularly symmetrical body. Body 
imbalances and asymmetries develop over time, based on your own particular physiology, posture and lifestyle. 

How you move when not riding, your other forms of exercise, and the amount of time and the quality of how you sit at work all 
effect the way you ride. Asymmetries influence your movement, alignment and flexibility, which greatly affect your effectiveness as 
a rider.  Learn how to apply basic Body Awareness Techniques to improve your riding and overall well‐being that will help you obtain 
long muscles, fluid movement, independent leg and arm mobility, relaxed mental state, and proper alignment.  Discover how to 
keep yourself still without blocking your horse, connect your half‐halts to your core, hold without pulling and keep your lower legs 
from wobbling. For further info on Jennifer, please visit www.JenniferKotylo.com 
 
Rider/Auditor Name:              Address:              
City:          State:     Zip:      Phone:              
Email:                        
 
Horse’s Name:             Breed:           Sex:         
Age:     Level Training:           Level Showing:            

Please include copy of current negative Coggins and vaccine sheet with your registration. 

Rider Fees:  

□  $450 Friday ‐ Sunday  
□  $25 per night for stabling:   Friday, Saturday nights 

Auditor Fees:    (Please bring your own lunch and comfortable chair) 

□ $40/person/day preregistered     □ $50/person/day at the door 
Schedule 

o Friday: 2 hour Workshop/Floor session. ALL RIDERS are required to attend Floor Session. 
o Sat & Sun: Group 1 hour Warm‐up Floor Session  
o Sat & Sun: 45 min Private Lessons 

 
Rider Fees:            
Stabling:           
Auditor Fees:            
Total Enclosed:           

 
Please make checks payable to: Lindinhof, LLC 
Mail: Lindinhof, LLC, 4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 53575 
Questions: 608.445.8531 or lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
Please include copy of current negative Coggins and vaccine sheet with your registration.   





WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

In consideration for my participation in the Nicki Butler Beginner Eventing Clinic, July 9, Aug 27, Sept 9 & Oct 7, located at For the 
Horses Farm, W9711 Beechnut Drive, Wautoma, WI 54982 (hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the “Participant”) hereby acknowledge and 
voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, “Agreement”).  “Participation” includes, but is not limited to, riding, handling, 
instructing, or spectating. 


1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent risks of 
participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, irrespective of its 
training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for example, jump, run, kick, 
buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden movements 
and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at or below the surface or ground, whether 
seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for another person participating in an equine activity to 
act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to others, such as failing to maintain control over the equine or not 
acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential that an equine or other 
animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand these risks and further 
acknowledge that I am not relying on the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association (hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in 
this document all possible inherent risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity.


2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I understand 
that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in the Activity. I 
understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of the instruction are 
entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect not to comply with any 
command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while participating in the Activity. I 
represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental alertness to enable us to participate in 
the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which may impair our ability to engage in the 
Activity. 


3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, including 
risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I voluntarily agree to 
hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue Nicki Butler, WDCTA, its officers, members, non-members that pay an 
auditing fee, For the Horses Farm, as well as all other participants in the Activity (“Released Parties”) from any and all injuries, 
death, liability, or damage to person or property arising from my participation in the Activity, unless caused by Released Parties’ 
reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I understand that this waiver and release is effective even if the injury, death, 
liability, or damage to person or property is caused or contributed to by the negligent action or inaction of Released Parties. 


4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities:


Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in the instruction of a 
person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not liable for the injury or death of a person 
involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) (e) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes.


5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  Any 
controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through proceedings filed in 
the federal or state court in Waushara County, Wisconsin. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision or sentence of this 
Agreement shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of this Agreement, which shall remain in 
full force and effect.  


I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am assuming risks 
inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to consult with any counsel about 
the terms of this agreement. 


Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________

(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age)


Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________


Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________


City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________




WDCTA-SW Presents 2017 Patti Becker 
Dressage Clinic 

At Story Creek Farm, 6112 County A, (Town of Oregon) Brooklyn WI 53521  
□ Sunday, May 7, 2017 –opening day April 10   
□ Sunday Sept. 10, 2017 - opening day Aug 10                  
 Separate application required for each clinic & each horse! 
 

Patti Becker is a USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist.  She has been riding for over 25 years and trained over forty-
five horses from Training to Grand Prix.  She also has several students that she has coached through Grand Prix. Patti 
has won numerous Championships and Reserve Championships at USDF Region 2 Championship competitions. She has 
also qualified and competed multiple horses at the USEF National Championships at Gladstone as well as Developing 
and Young Horse Championships.  Her latest accomplishments include, 2015 won Region 2 Open Prix St. George 
Championship and placed third in the Markel six year old Championship. In 2014 won Reserve Champion in the Markel 
Five Year old National Championship and USDF National Training level Championship. She has also won numerous 
IDCTA awards, and in 2012, Patti was named Horse Person of the Year! Patti has trained with George Williams, Mette 
Rosencrantz, and Jan Brons who she works with today.  She currently works and trains out of Fireside Farm and in the 
winter travels to Florida to train with Jan and compete.  Patti is an excellent rider and trainer! 
 
Rider applications must be postmarked on or after the “opening day” (see above). Riders will be selected on a first come 
basis with preference given to WDCTA-SW chapter members, followed by WDCTA members from other chapters. 
Alternates will have first chance at open slots.       

Rider Name: _______________________________ Address: ____________________________ 

 
City: __________________________State: ________Zip:  ___________Phone______________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________   WDCTA Volunteer:  □ yes (mark if applies) 
 
Horse’s Name: ________________________________________     Breed: __________________ 

 
Age: _______  Level Schooling ______________________   Level Showing _________________ 

 

RIDER FEES:  
□ WDCTA Member: $125/ride    □ Non-WDCTA Member: $150/ride 

Ride Preferences:  □ AM   □ PM      (will try to accommodate) 

Limited number of stalls available.  Contact Becky for availability and fee.  608-347-5458                                                                                                                                       

Negative Coggins & Flu/Rhino proof required with application. All shots must be current. 
 

AUDITOR FEES: 
WDCTA- members – NO CHARGE!! 
Non-WDCTA member   1 day @ $25 ______    Rider / Auditor Fee $_________________ 

    TOTAL ENCLOSED      $_________________ 

Make checks payable to:   WDCTA Southwest Chapter  
Mail to organizer with check & Coggins plus proof of current Flu/Rhino: Becky Bebber-Wells,   

6112 County Road A, Brooklyn, WI, 53521  Questions? 608-347-5458 or, snowbysgrl@aol.com                                                   
  Updated 1/26/17 
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WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

 
In consideration for my participation in the [Patti Becker Clinic- May 7, 2017 or Sept. 10, 2017] (hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the 
“Participant”) hereby acknowledge and voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, “Agreement”).  “Participation” includes, but is 
not limited to, riding, handling, instructing, or spectating.  
 
1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent 
risks of participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, irrespective 
of its training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for example, jump, run, 
kick, buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden 
movements and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at or below the surface or 
ground, whether seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for another person participating in 
an equine activity to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to others, such as failing to maintain control 
over the equine or not acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential 
that an equine or other animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand 
these risks and further acknowledge that I am not relying on the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association 
(hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in this document all possible inherent risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity. 
 
2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I 
understand that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in the 
Activity. I understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of the 
instruction are entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect not to 
comply with any command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while participating in the 
Activity. I represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental alertness to enable us to 
participate in the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which may impair our ability to 
engage in the Activity.  
 
3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, 
including risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I 
voluntarily agree to hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue Patti Becker], WDCTA, its officers, members, non-
members that pay an auditing fee, Story Creek Farm, owners Rebecca Bebber-Wells or Kent W. Wells, as well as all other 
participants in the Activity (“Released Parties”) from any and all injuries, death, liability, or damage to person or property arising 
from my participation in the Activity, unless caused by Released Parties’ reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I 
understand that this waiver and release is effective even if the injury, death, liability, or damage to person or property is caused 
or contributed to by the negligent action or inaction of Released Parties.  
 
4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities: 
 

Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in 
the instruction of a person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not 
liable for the injury or death of a person involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) (e) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  
Any controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through proceedings 
filed in the federal or state court in [Dane County,  [WI.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision or sentence of this 
Agreement shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of this Agreement, which shall remain 
in full force and effect.   
 
I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am 
assuming risks inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to 
consult with any counsel about the terms of this agreement.  
 
Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________ 
(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age) 

Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________ 



Want to be a Sponsor at the William Fox-Pit Symposium? 
Know a Business that Would?    Check Out the Info Below!





 

Nov. 4-5, 2017

Alliant Energy Center
Madison, WI

Auditor Info & Registration 

Symposium
with 

William Fox-Pitt

International Eventer 
Comes to Madison
Eventers, jumpers, dressage riders — this is for you! 
Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association 
(WDCTA) will host William Fox-Pitt, an internationally 
renowned and respected event rider and trainer. 

The appeal to eventers is obvious. For jumper riders, Fox-
Pitt’s exercises and experience can help you too. For 
dressage riders: cross-training can be an important tool for 
you to build strength and confidence in your horse — and 
try something different. For everyone, a trade fair with 
shopping should appeal because we all have something 
we “need” for ourselves, horses or farm! 

Fox-Pitt Profile
Fox-Pitt has competed in 
numerous Olympics, 
World Equestrian Games 
and other top competitions 
all over the world. He was 
the first British rider to 
become the top eventing 
rider in the world, a 
distinction he achieved in 
2002, 2009, 2010 and 
again in 2014. He has 
represented his country 
consistently over the past 
20 years, winning team 
Silver at the 2004 Athens 
Olympics, team Bronze at 

the 2008 Beijing Olympics and team Silver at the 2012 
London Olympics. He has won seven team Gold medals 
at the European Championships and has been Britain’s top 
event rider eleven times. Fox-Pitt’s achievements in the 
sport make him one of the most successful event riders of 
all time.  

Format
The two-day symposium will feature horse and rider 
combinations, from beginner to advanced, working with 
Fox-Pitt to improve their riding on the flat and over 
jumps.  

For a rider application or to find out more about being a 
sponsor or reserving a booth at the trade fair, go to 
WDCTA.org. 

Updates 
If you want updates on the symposium — including trade 
fair vendors as they are confirmed, visit WDCTA.org. 

Schedule
Saturday 
8:00  a.m.    Registration and Trade Fair Opens 
9:00  a.m.    Welcome 
9:15 a.m.     Introduction to Dressage Concepts for the  
        Young Event Horse: Beginner Novice/Novice  
10:15 a.m.   Dressage for Training and Preliminary  
11:15 a.m.   Dressage for Intermediate and Advanced  
12:15  p.m.  Lunch 
1:15 p.m.     Q & A with Auditors 
1:30 p.m.     Gridwork for the Young Horse, Beginner  
                    Novice and Novice 
2:45 p.m.     Gridwork for Training and Preliminary 
4:00 p.m.     Gridwork for Intermediate and Advanced  
5:15 p.m.     Day 1 Ends 
6:00 p.m.     Trade Fair Closes      

Sunday 
8:00 a.m.     Registration and Trade Fair Opens 
9:00 a.m.     Discussion Topic with Auditors 
9:15 a.m.     Stadium Jumping Coursework for the Young    
                    Horse: Beginner Novice and Novice 
10:15 a.m.   Stadium Jumping for Training and Preliminary  
11:15 a.m.   Stadium Jumping for Intermediate and  
                    Advanced  
12:15 p.m.   Lunch 
1:15 p.m.     Q & A Session with Auditors 
1:30 p.m.     Cross Country Training for the Young Horse,  
        Beginner Novice and Novice (Indoor Arena  
        Advice that can be Taken to the Outdoors) 
2:45 p.m.     Cross Country Training for Training and 
        Preliminary 
4:00 p.m.     Cross Country Training for Intermediate and 
                    Advanced 
5:15 p.m.     Day 2 Ends 
6:00 p.m.     Trade Fair Closes



 
Location
The Alliant Energy Center (alliantenergycenter.com) is 
the home of the Midwest Horse Fair, one of the top 
three horse fairs in the United States. It’s conveniently 
located off the Madison beltline. The New Holland 
Pavilion, built in 2015 is an excellent venue for 
equestrian events because the climate-controlled space 
contains an indoor arena, stabling, vendor booth areas 
and concessions, all under one roof. Some camping 
slots also available. 

Alliant Energy Center 
1919 Alliant Center Way 

Madison, WI 53713  
Fees
WDCTA Members  

Early bird — $60/day or $100/both days   
 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 

After Oct. 6 — $85/day or $125/both days 

Non-Members 
Early bird —$85/day or $150/both days 

 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 
After Oct. 6 — $110/day or $175/both days 

Note:  
• Limited seating. First come/first serve.  
• Due to limited seating, priority admission goes to 

those auditing both days. 
• Lunch is not included in price. Concessions on site – 

and not just hot dogs! 
• Free parking at the Alliant Energy Center. 
• Sorry, no refunds. 

About Us
WDCTA is a 501(c)3, non-profit organization run by 
dedicated volunteers to promote dressage and eventing. 
Special events like this enable us to fund future educa-
tional opportunities and scholarships. WDCTA’s 
Southwest Chapter is planning this symposium and has  
an experienced team, having organized many events in 
the past with other national and international 
equestrians. 

Special Hotel Rates
Reservations must be made by Sept. 30 to qualify for 
the discounts below: 
 AmericInn Hotel & Suites Madison South 
101 W Broadway, Monona, Wisconsin 53716 
(800) 634-3444 
Amenities: Free Breakfast and Free WIFI 
Distance From Alliant Center: 1/2 Mile 
Mention WDCTA For Special Rate: $95 Plus Tax 
Comfort Inn Madison- Downtown 
722 John Nolen Drive, Madison, WI 53713 
(844) 361-1723 
Amenities: Free Breakfast and Free WIFI 
Distance From Alliant Center: 3 Miles 
Mention WDCTA for Special Rate: $124 plus tax  for 
one Person, $10 extra  for each additional guest. 

Contact Info
Questions about auditor registration: 
Denise Sobering 
(608) 212-7009 or bestfitsaddleslessons@gmail.com 
  
Questions about rider applications: 
Jessica Smith  
(920) 410-4779 or jesmith8@uwalumni.com 

General questions about the symposium: 
Haley Madden 
(608) 770-1811 or happyhaflingers@yahoo.com 
  
Questions about sponsorships and vendor booths: 
Cathy Wunderlich 
(608) 513-8303 or cathy.wunderlich@gmail.com 

Questions about WDCTA, visit our website: 
www.wdcta.org



William Fox-Pitt Symposium 
Auditor Registration

  
Fees:
WDCTA Members  

Early bird — $60/day or $100/both days   
 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 

After Oct. 6 — $85/day or $125/both days 

Non-Members 
Early bird —$85/day or $150/both days 

 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 
After Oct. 6 — $110/day or $175/both days  

Lunch is not included in price. 
Free parking at the Alliant Energy Center. 
  

One Auditor Registration Per Form.  
Sorry, No Refunds. 

  
Auditor Name _________________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________________ 

State _________ Zip ________________  Phone______________________ 

Email________________________________________________________ 

  
Attending: 

_______ Both Days 

_______ One Day — Which Day:  _______Saturday      _______Sunday 

  
    Total Auditor Fees Enclosed: ________________________ 
  

I’d like to volunteer to help. 

Contact
Mail registration form and check made out to WDCTA Southwest Chapter to: 
  
Denise Sobering 
1850 Sheridan Street 
Madison, WI 53704 

We look forward to seeing you there!



WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

In consideration for my participation in the William Fox-Pitt Symposium, Nov. 4-5, 2017 at the Alliant Energy Center 
(hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the “Participant”) hereby acknowledge and voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, “Agreement”).  
“Participation” includes, but is not limited to, riding, handling, instructing, or spectating.  

1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent 
risks of participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, irrespective 
of its training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for example, jump, run, 
kick, buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden 
movements and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at or below the surface or 
ground, whether seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for another person participating in 
an equine activity to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to others, such as failing to maintain control 
over the equine or not acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential 
that an equine or other animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand 
these risks and further acknowledge that I am not relying on the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association 
(hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in this document all possible inherent risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity. 

2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I 
understand that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in the 
Activity. I understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of the 
instruction are entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect not to 
comply with any command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while participating in the 
Activity. I represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental alertness to enable us to 
participate in the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which may impair our ability to 
engage in the Activity.  

3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, 
including risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I 
voluntarily agree to hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue William Fox-Pitt, WDCTA, its officers, members, 
non-members that pay an auditing fee, the Alliant Energy Center, as well as all other participants in the Activity (“Released 
Parties”) from any and all injuries, death, liability, or damage to person or property arising from my participation in the Activity, 
unless caused by Released Parties’ reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I understand that this waiver and release is 
effective even if the injury, death, liability, or damage to person or property is caused or contributed to by the negligent action or 
inaction of Released Parties.  

4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities: 

Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in 
the instruction of a person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not 
liable for the injury or death of a person involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) (e) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  Any 
controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through proceedings filed 
in the federal or state court in Dane County, WI. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision or sentence of this Agreement 
shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of this Agreement, which shall remain in full force 
and effect.   

I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am 
assuming risks inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to 
consult with any counsel about the terms of this agreement.  

Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________ 
(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age) 

Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________

Copyright © 2017 Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association.  All Rights Reserved.

Symposium Release Form


