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The United States Dressage 
Federation (USDF) announced that 
Lois Heyerdahl will be recognized as 
one of the USDF Members of 
Distinction at the Salute Gala and 
Annual Awards Banquet, Dec. 2, 
2017, during the Adequan®/USDF 
Annual Convention in Lexington, KY. 


The USDF Member of Distinction 
Award is a prestigious, national 
award that annually recognizes 
USDF members, who have demon-
strated exceptional commitment to 
his or her local area or region.


Lois Heyerdahl was an influential 
trainer, judge, and dressage instruct-
or in the Midwest. Lois taught clinics 
across the country from Introductory 
to Grand Prix through 2011. In 1977, 
she began her judging career in the 
first United States Equestrian Team 
(USET) learner-judge program. She 
was a Senior Judge in dressage, a 
candidate for the US Equestrian 
Team from 1979 to 1983, and a 
USDF bronze, silver, and gold 
medalist. 


Lois trained seven horses to Grand 
Prix, four of them from start to finish, 
and was top ten in all FEI levels with 
her horses Silhouette and Vertex.


Along with her other accomplish-
ments, Lois was a founding member 
of the Wisconsin Dressage and 
Combined Training Association 
(WDCTA). Her determination to 
promote dressage was demonstrat-
ed every day, and she remained a 
USDF member up to the year of her 
passing in 2012. 


Her contributions to dressage 
remain alive and well within the 
members of the dressage com-
munity who were fortunate enough 
to train and work under her.


The other individual to be 
recognized is Winnie Heiney-
Duncan, an active member of the 
Oregon Dressage Society (ODS), 
having served as an officer and 
board member, and was one of the 
founding members of the Cascade 
Combined Training Club.


WDCTA Founding Member to be Recognized by USDF

A Friend’s Gotta Do What 
a Friend’s Gotta Do 

At the last Janet Foy 
Clinic, hosted by 
WDCTA’s Southwest 
Chapter, a young horse 
that hand’t been away 
from home very much, 
needed a companion so 
he wouldn’t be alone in 
an unfamiliar arena. 


Fortunately his patient 
friend, Witan, took care 
of him, helping him 
focus on his lesson. 
(And for Witan, it was 
also a good excuse for 
fitting in a nap). 


Even more fortunate, 
Witan is trained to 
ground tie, so his rider, 
Erika, could videotape 
the lesson very easily.



 

It Ain’t Over Yet! 
Still Learning Opportunities Yet This Year 
I can’t believe we’re in September! Where did this year go?! 


A few WDCTA dressage and eventing clinics are coming soon, and a few more 
dressage sows. In addition, the two major dressage show left this year are the  
Regional Championships and the US Dressage Finals. I wish all competitors 
good luck and good riding. Have fun — Remember, it’s the journey that’s most 
important.


In addition to showing, a really amazing event is coming to the Madison area: the 
William Fox-Pitt symposium Nov. 4-5 at the Alliant Energy Center (home of the 
Midwest Horse Fair). While I’m a dressage rider, I am really looking forward to 

attending for a couple of reasons. First, the chance to see one of the top event 
riders in the world in my own “backyard,” is not to be missed. 


Second, I believe in cross-training for dressage horses. Perhaps I don’t jump the 
heights I use to, but I think cavaletti and small jumps and dealing with “cross 
country” (trail) riding is important. I’m sure Fox-Pitt will have good advice regarding 
that. 


Third, it’s being held in a climate-controlled facility in November with…SHOPPING! A 
good time to get some of my holiday shopping done for my friends (okay, and myself).


I do encourage you to attend. The costs to see an Olympic rider is very reasonable. In 
fact, the cost to ride with him in the Kentucky area is $880 for two rides — while the 
WDCTA clinic is $550 (WDCTA members) or $600 (non-members) for FOUR rides, a 
horse stall AND a tack stall. Great deal? You do the math!


Be My Roving Reporter and Photographer 
Send me your photos and stories — whether they are from the regional championships 
or the US Dressage Finals, remaining clinics or just a relaxing and fun trail ride. This is 
your newsletter. Please share your observations and experiences with other members 
— like Heather McManamy has with her amazing trip to Haiti over the next nine pages. 
The photos and the story of her accompanying Dr. Judy Batker as part of Equitarian 
Initiative (www.EquitarianInitiative.org) are eye-opening. Thank you, Heather, for putting 
together your story with your words and photographs, and designing all the pages. It’s 
the story of an incredible trip, with Heather’s empathetic insights and photographs that 
bring the people and the land alive.


I don’t expect you (or myself!) to put together such an incredible spread as Heather has 
(she is an amazing photographer, after all), but I would love your contributions, 
nonetheless.


Thanks in advance, and have a fantastic fall!


Caryn

 Caryn Vesperman 
Editor 

All advertisements, 
articles and photographs 
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 A stone in the water
I knew this was going to be huge, and I was right. I liken its impact to throwing a stone in the water. This was a 
really big stone, and it went all the way to the bottom with quite a force. Of course, there’s a repercussion - an 
equal and opposite reaction of the water to the stone. All the little bubbles come rushing up to the surface, but 
there were too many and they were too fast to make sense of. The ideas and lessons began to coalesce with 
their like-minded neighbors and things started to simplify, but it’s not until now, nearly two years later, when the 
bubbles have disappeared and just a few ripples are left on the surface that the event is understood in its  
entirety. Those ripples will continue to reverberate against the shore and come back to be understood in a  
different way, by someone changed by their presence. 

One of my talents is invisibility. 
I’ve found that, when photo-
graphing, most people treat 

me like a ghost - either dismissed as 
your dearly departed Aunt Mildred, 
who walks around the place and does 
goofy stuff but is otherwise harmless, 
or recoiled from as some kind of 
mirror of horror that melts your face 
(a la Raiders of the Lost Ark) while 
simultaneously adding ten pounds 
and twenty-five years to it.

I’ve gotten pretty used to being 
invisible, and it’s served me quite well 
as a photographer. I get the luxury 
of being on the outside of situations, 
dispassionately observing, choosing 
what to emphasize. Given the right 
conditions, things take on a painterly 
quality, a little bit in how the light 
interacts with the textures of the 
objects in the scene, but more from 
the gestures and interactions of the 
people and animals. 

One of the qualities of a painting is 
that it’s still. You may feel motion 
upon looking at it, but it does not 
move. It is also not sentient. You can 
see it, but it has no awareness of your 
existence, nor can it look back at you. 
In all my time of invisibility, I have 
come to trust this concept as being 
pretty darn consistent. 

Except in Haiti. There, I could be 
invisible no longer.

My job is to be invisible

L’Union Fait La Force
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When the painting looks 
back, it tells a deeper story

I was ghosted by most people at first, 
which was perfect because I was not 
capable of much coherent thought 
in French. But the more I shot, the 
more absorbed I became. And then, 
the painting turned and looked 
back at me. And it grinned. It was 
like being in a dream, and the thing 
that’s simply impossible just actually 
happened. I was now fully absorbed 
into the painting. I was responsible 
for my part in it, just like all the other 
characters. 
Those characters, they are flesh-
and-blood people. The veterinary 
team included Dr. Judy Batker and 
her son Seth, Dr. Jessica Gunby and 
her daughter Charlotte, vet tech 
Sarah Uecker, Dr. Lloyd Jarmon 
from Houston, Texas, and Dr. Kelly 

agents, and Robinson, a dedicated vet 
agent with his hands full of respon-
sibility.  There were so many others, 
too many to introduce here.

This is one of my favorite images as it not 
only exemplifies the “painterly” quality, it 
also invokes in me a keen sense of gratitude. 
This gentleman was the “cow man.” His cow 
had been hit by a car some time before. 
Remarkably, she was still up and moving 
around, but still had some superficial injuries. 
Sarah treated the injuries, and the man was 
so pleased that he gifted us with coconuts he 
cut himself from a nearby tree. It was such 
a lovely, personal gesture. He showed us his 
house, and told us how his brother had died 
in the earthquake, so he and his wife had 
inherited his brother’s children. They have a 
total of seven to care for, which is quite a task 
in their economic state. Still, he gave what he 
had in appreciation for what he received.

Crowdis, who lives in Port Au Prince 
and organizes these trips.
Of the Haitians: Fabien, who helped 
organize the people coming to the 
clinics and also ran errands;  Stefan, 
one of the next generation of horse 
handlers, who excels with his even 
temperament and sense of humor; 
Jean Baptiste, the saddle maker and 
also a vet agent (a vet in training); 
Wislinde, one of the few female vet 
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So much beauty
The expansive, mountainous beauty is astonishing. Much of Haiti has been deforested, but in the north, in Milot, 
there is still a tropical forest. Surrounded by the forest is the architecture, which has a Spanish and a French influ-
ence, and both are from the turn of the century. As such, many of the buildings are made in an artful way, with lots 
of color, especially in the city. Belle Maison (beautiful house), the bed and breakfast where we stayed for the first 
part of the trip, had a lovely little courtyard with wrought iron details. It felt really good - a curious feeling of relief, 
actually - to be in a place where people put art into their structures. I think it’s noteworthy that a place with art as 
an everyday incorporation can bring a sense of relief. 

The Sans-Souci Palace (“carefree” palace, main image and top left) was most-
ly ruined in an earthquake in 1842, but it had been compared to the Palace 
of Versailles when it was still alive. 
Citadelle Laferrière, Citadelle Henri Christophe, or The Citadelle (citadel, in 
English, shown at top right, its church at middle), doesn’t look that big from 
the little town a few miles away. Up close, it’s a massive structure, construct-
ed with quicklime, molasses, and the blood of local cows and goats. It’s from 
these monuments that the people and horses of the citadel earn their living: 
by assisting tourists up the mountain to view them and learn their history.
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The word of the day, kids, is contrast
There are so many contrasts between the absolute beauty and the absolute 
neglect of the land and animals. 
One horse was being butchered while the vets were working to keep oth-
ers alive. I remember the smell of the cookfires, earthy and a little salty, and 
mixed with Haiti’s own unique, mountain-sweet aroma. I remember seeing 
the partially defleshed skull resting on a low wall. It seemed like it was the 
wrong message at the time, but in retrospect I wish I’d photographed the skull; 
it had it’s own beauty to it, the way the filtered spring light wrapped lightly 
around it.
It’s a tropical paradise in many ways: palm and banana trees, ocean beaches, 
but there’s garbage nearly everywhere you look. People have cell phones and 
Michael Jordan watches, but not enough to eat. The people have such close 
family and friend relationships, but can’t quite work together to help everyone 
collectively succeed.
Saddles, like everything else, are made from available materials. Many were 
covered with fleece blankets with various Disney characters, which were 
nailed to the tree of the saddle. These whimsical characters are often laid over 
massive saddle sores.
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The problems for Haitian horses are simple
The primary problem is poverty. The owner’s lack of resources, primarily 
food, education, and medical supplies. Consequently, the horses suffer from 
hunger, so they don’t get nutrition they need to keep up with the very hard 
work they do. For a mare, getting pregnant can be a death sentence, as she 
can’t consume enough to feed herself and her foal. Haitian horses also suffer 
from a profound epidemic of tick-borne diseases that inevitably go untreat-
ed due to a lack of tick repellent. In fact, 100% of the 71 horses tested were 
found to be positive for Babesia, a disease similar to West Nile Virus, which 
led the vets to question if the tests were even accurate. 
Just one of these issues is enough to rob a horse of their ability to work, but 
combined, the odds are stacked up against them, and the horses barely even 
have a chance to live, not to mention thrive. The lack of the handler’s horse 
behavior knowledge leads to less humane horse handling and “domination” 
instead of taking advantage of the horse’s ability to cooperate. They endure 
ill-fitting tack made from inferior materials, causing horrific saddle sores 
over the withers. Add to that the Haitian people’s general view of animals as 
tools to be used, and the situation for both horses and people is grim. 
And yet, they abide. They survive. They continue to work, carrying heavy 
tourists up the mountain. Nationwide, they carry what the Haitian farmers 
can squeeze from the arid soil. Unable to protest, they do what they must.

↑It looks like dust, 
but each white 
speck is a tick.

↑Debriding of a 
saddle sore. Most 
Haitian horses 
have them. 
← An unusual 
display of behav-
ior: this horse has 
learned how to 
avoid unpleas-
ant interaction 
with people. This 
handler does well 
with him.
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Yes, it’s as steep as it looks! This is toward 
the beginning of the ascent from the place 
where the tourists mount the horses. A 
big horse is fourteen hands, and a big 
tourist can be much larger than us riding 
here. Even with adequate nutrition, these 
horses work incredibly hard climbing this 
path more than once a day.
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For the Haitian people, it’s 
far more complex
It’s tempting to believe that people 
are willfully ignorant and cruel, and 
to blame them for not trying harder. 
Unfortunately, the answer is not that 
simple. The Haitian people themselves 
have basic needs that are not being 
met. Deforestation, drought, floods, 
and other natural disasters have dra-
matically reduced agriculture, reducing 
the amount of food available. Political 
unrest means there are no government 
programs for agriculture or education, 
so people remain hungry, and techno-
logical advance and therefore education 
is stagnant. Without technology and 
the education to use it, few business-
es are available to create jobs, so few 
people are able to get a job to support 
their family. 
They do have solutions to their prob-
lems, but because of long-standing 
instability, they’re based in short-term 
thinking. Some people have found 
resources by using “orphaning” as a 
job. They approach tourists and explain 

how their relatives died in the earth-
quake, and they have no way to feed 
the families the relatives left behind. 
Although stories like that are all too 
common, and all too true, they  are 
sometimes used as a “sales pitch,” play-
ing on the tourists’ sympathy. Unfor-
tunately, they are successful just often 
enough that it works only to perpetuate 
the cycle developed over more than 
a century of political and economic 
repression.
They do have control, but they don’t 
know it. Despite the many creative 
innovations they’ve developed out of 
the recycled resources they do have, 
the overall environment serves as a 
reminder of their current condition. 
People assume they choose unem-
ployment and unsanitary streets. As a 
nation, they are treated as simply poor 
and too lazy to change their lives. It’s an 
unfortunate case of words being true 
because they’re so often spoken, not 
because they’re inherently true. This 
“truth” is so ingrained the Haitians 
become powerless through learned 
helplessness to overcome it, therefore 
confirming the “truth.” 
It’s a cycle that repeats indefinitely with 
no long-term benefit. One of the visual 
manifestations of this are the innumer-
ate piles of trash blanketing the other-
wise beautiful landscape.
On top of those obstacles, the horse 
handlers at the Citadel also face a lack 
of control over horse operations - most 
handlers are not owners, so income 
is split between owner and handler, 
with the handler also feeding the 
horse. Everyone’s income is dependent 
on tourism - if there are no 
tourists, there is no income. 
It’s largely political unrest that 
deters tourists from even  
visiting, and rain can also keep 
the visitors indoors as well.
This is by no means a com-
prehensive account of Haiti’s 
struggles, but it does explain 
the general atmosphere of apa-
thy you can see in some parts of 

the country.

Didn’t it make you sad?
Someone asked me this question after 
seeing an image of an emaciated horse. 
The answer? In the moment, no. My 
job involves compartmentalizing, disas-
sociating. If I get emotionally involved I 
may get distracted and miss something 
significant. 
However, it does now, a little bit. I recall 
a moment with a small goat that was 
non-weight-bearing on a front leg. 
The owner of the goat kept moving the 
leg vigorously to show that the goat 
wasn’t using it. The most heartbreaking 
part was that the goat had no reaction 
whatsoever. After I returned home and 
was reflecting on that moment and 
knowing the kind of injury the goat 
must have sustained, I had a moment 
of panic for its pain. 
There was also an intimate moment 
between a young mare and Dr. Judy. 
(below). It was a bit unusual for any of 
the horses to show interest in a person, 
but this mare turned her attention 
to Dr. Judy while they waited for the 
owner to return. It was such a small but 
striking realization of the difference in 
our equestrian cultures. In the West-
ern world, where most horses are kept 
for pleasure, this interaction is often 
celebrated, if not at least an accepted 
cultural norm. Generally, the Haitian 
horses and handlers have a far more 
business-like relationship. I found my-
self really noticing with a sense of relief 
the moments of interaction that did 
happen, as though I’d found something 
I was looking for.

A can embedded in a cactus hedge. 
The hedges are used as fencing, and 
speaking from personal experience, 
they are very caustic. Thus, effective.
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You can’t fix it with sadness
To sit in sadness is to focus on the problem, 
not to find a solution. You fix it with action. 
You fortify it with education, and coordinat-
ing resources, and using perseverance in the 
right direction to create lasting effects. Drs. 
Judy and Kelly are doing just that. Among the 
accomplishments so far, they have coordinat-
ed with a program that teaches people how 
to build good saddles that will prevent saddle 
sores. They have created a Veterinary “Agent” 
program that allows people to learn how to 
diagnose and treat the most common ailments 
of the Haitian horses, as well as give them 
startup supplies to allow them to make a living 
caring for horses. They’ve created a brand with 
the hibiscus flower, Haiti’s national flower. It’s 
used only on the Citadel horses, which in-
stills a sense of pride in the people’s work and 
provides visual evidence of people working 
together. They also have plans to create a feed-
ing station at the Citadel itself, where tourists 

can purchase feed for the horse that just carried them up the mountain. All of these efforts are forward-looking and 
self-sustaining; exactly what’s needed to help solve the problems the Haitian people and horses are experiencing.
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L’union fait la force (unity 
builds strength)
As I had mentioned before, I found 
myself looking for threads of connec-
tion with which to make images. This 
was underscored in the last days of 
the trip, when we stayed with  
Rosedanie Cadet in Limbe.

Rosedanie 
has created 
Helping Hands 
Noramise, an 
organization 
focused on ed-
ucation. Young 
people learn 
skills such 
as growing 
healthy food 

from seed and cooking that food into 
healthy meals, as well as computer 
skills to allow them to study their 
interests and continue their general 
education. 

In addition, she’s the founder of the 
Limbe rugby team, one requirement 
of which is service to the greater 
community. Again, this creates a 
positive connection to other people, 
instilling a sense of community and 
responsibility. This is quite a chal-
lenge where the prevailing norm 
doesn’t automatically include interest 
in helping others. However, if any-
one can do it, it’s Rosedanie; she’s 
an amazing powerhouse of will and 
wisdom. 
Rosedanie has also developed a sew-
ing group that makes and sells sani-
tary napkins for women so they can 
continue to go to work and school 

while menstru-
ating. Some of 
the ladies in this 
group also teach 
other young 
women about 
health and 
reproduction, 
allowing them 
to make healthy 
decisions for 
their bodies.

One of the 
projects we 
worked on 
as a group 
was to make 
pinwheels to 
raise money 
for refugees 
of war. We left 
America with 
sheets of ori-
gami paper, 

pins, and chopsticks, and we left Haiti 
with a huge stack of  finished pin-
wheels to be sent in exchange for do-
nations to war-torn families in other 
parts of the world. It served to teach 
us that yes, there are problems, but 
these are the solutions. Haiti’s nation-
al motto, l’union fait la force, is true. 
Unity, coming together in a commu-
nity, really does make us stronger.

A thousand thanks could 
never be enough
L’union fait la force. Nothing could 
have brought this more powerfully 
home for me than this trip. It was not 
a thing I could have done on my own 
in the comparatively impoverished 
condition I was in before this pro-
foundly life-changing event. It took 
not only the action of other people 
to help me, but me allowing them to 
do so; an immense challenge for me 
personally. There are no appropriate 
words to describe the gratitude I feel 
for the experiences I had and the les-
sons I continue to learn from them.

How to help
These are the individuals and organi-
zations that made this trip possible:

Much gratitude to many of WDCTA’s 
members who donated funding for 
many parts of this trip, including mine. 
Your support is greatly appreciated! 

Equitarian Initiative and  
Dr. Judy Batker
www.equitarianinitiative.org

Mission Statement: 
Equitarian Initiative 
prepares volun-
teer veterinarians 
worldwide to de-
liver health care 

and education to improve the health, 
nutrition, productivity, and welfare 
of horses, donkeys and mules, and 
to empower their care providers for 
sustainable change.

Christian Veterinary Mission 
and Dr. Kelly Crowdis
www.cvmusa.org

Christian 
Veterinary 
Mission ex-
ists to share 

the love of Christ through veterinary 
medicine. Working in communities 
worldwide, CVM equips and encour-
ages veterinary professionals and 
students to build relationships with 
others through the use of their vet-
erinary knowledge and skills so that 
lives are transformed.

Helping Hands Noramise 
and Rosedanie Cadet
www.noramise.org

Empowering the Haitian People in 
Developing and Sustaining 
Intentional Local Industries

Article and photography by Heather McManamy,  WDCTA member





 
Calendar of Events

WDCTA CLINICS 
Sept. 9, Oct. 7 
WDCTA Central Chapter 
Beginner Eventing Clinic

Ride at one or more.

Contact: VIcki Hodel at 
(608) 432-3800 or 
central@wdcta.org

See registration form in 
newsletter.


Sept. 10 
Patti Becker Dressage 
Clinic, hosted by 
Southwest Chapter 

Location: Bebber-Wells’, 
Brooklyn, WI 

Contact: Becky Bebber-
Wells 
(608) 347-5458 
snowbysgrl@aol.com 
WDCTA members audit 
for free  

Oct. 21-22 
WDCTA Capitol Mini 
Event

Contact: VIcki Hodel at 
(608) 432-3800 or 
central@wdcta.org


Nov. 4-5 
William Fox-Pitt 
Symposium

Sponsored by Southwest 
Chapter

Contact: Hayley Madden

(608) 770-1811


                            NON-WDCTA EVENTS 
                            Sept. 14-16, 2017 

REGION 2 
USDF 
Championships

Majestic Farm, 
Batavia, OH


Oct. 14 
Heartland 
Equestrian 
Center Dressage 
Schooling Show

Judge: Caryn 
Vesperman “r”

Call or text: 
Sarah Long 
(715) 323-2626

WDCTA-
recognized 

Oct. 15 
Heartland 
Equestrian 
Center Dressage 
Schooling Show

Judge: Nicole 
Trapp “L”

Call or text: 
Sarah Long 
(715) 323-2626

WDCTA-    
recognized 

WDCTA BUSINESS MEMBERS
Support Your WDCTA Business Members

Excalibur Insurance 
Tom Mikulice 

* 

Plum Lake Dressage 
Debra Stephenson 

* 

Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
Megan McIssac

Jump4JoyUSA.com
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More About Lynda
Lynda, originally from Green Bay, Wi., has a long standing equine history, since age 9, of working 
with many different horses, breeds and personality types.  Starting with her Arab showing 
English pleasure winning many blue ribbons then moving to dressage.  She bought a Trakehner, 
Hunter/Jumper who lacked confidence, and trust in the horse/rider relationship from the ground 
to saddle.  Together they developed their dressage skills and earned a USDF Bronze Medal, 
coupled with L graduate with distinction.  In 2007, Lynda bought a Danish warmblood named 
Windsor, and moved to California.  She worked extensively with several Olympians including: 
Hilda Gurney,  Jan Ebeling, Alfredo Hernandez (a Passage/Piaffe Master), Charles Pinneo, 
Christine Traurig, and Leslie Webb.  In late 2011, Lynda returned the Midwest, where she was 
assistant trainer to Jochen Hippenstiel (former head coach of Luxembourg).  Lynda also has a 
Baccalaureate degree in Business and is a Cardiac/Oncology Registered Nurse.

Services (for Dressage riders, Event riders or H/J riders. All Levels!)
• Dressage Lessons (at your barn or hers)
• Cross training 
• Training rides
• Clinics
• Sales (if you need help selling a horse or looking for your next partner!)
• Lynda may have stalls for horses in training at a local private barn minutes from Green Bay! 

Please contact Lynda for availability

• 2013 Region 2 PSG Champion
• 2011 Ranked 19th Nationally at PSG
• 2011 DASC PSG Reserve Champ. year end awards

• 2011 DASC Champion PSG, Champ. show
• 2011 USDF Silver Medalist
• 2009 DASC Champion 4th level

Training Philosophy
• Lynda stresses the importance of developing confidence and trust in the horse/rider 

relationship from the ground to saddle.  
• Specializes in rider biomechanics and timing of aids to improve swing, push, reach and lift.
• Teaches many exercises to develop strength, lateral & longitudinal suppleness, straightness, 

engagement, collection, rider responsiveness
• Finally, Lynda strongly believes in the need to have fun while learning how to work the correct 

muscles of the equine athlete to optimize progress and success in the show arena or at home.

Lynda & Windsor Accomplished (all done in a snaffle!)

• Horse Appraisal
• Consulting 
• Show strategies to ride a winning test
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MEMBER LISTINGS

Jayne Ayers 
W381S5225 Co. Rd. ZC 
Dousman, WI 53118 
jayne@dressagehorse.com 
(262)965-2066 
Long- and short-listed USET; USDF 
HOY awards nearly all levels on self-
trained horses; 4 students on 5 
horses coached to US Dressage 
Nationals 2014-15; junior to National 
Pony Cup Reserve Champion 2017; 
FEI 4* judge; USDF L Faculty; enjoy 
all levels; special emphasis on 
biomechanics of rider seat/aids + 
strong basics for horses; can coach 
for competitive goals or increase 
harmony for non-competes Haul in 
(heated arena) or travel to you.


Tracey Dikkers  
Dundee Dressage  
W4835 Aspen Ct  
Wild Rose, WI 54984  
traceydikkers@gmail.com  
(608) 220-2628 
USDF Silver and Bronze medalist. 
Have trained through Grand Prix. 25 
years of teaching experience. Stu-
dents shown successfully through 
Prix St. George. USDF “L” graduate 
with distinction. USEF “r” judge. Will 
travel for lessons; available for 
clinics. 


Katie Foster 
CanterWorks Dressage, LLC 
P.O.Box 70 
Hazelhurst, WI 54531 
katiefosterdressage@gmail.com 
(715) 892-3113 
USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold med-
alist, 7 years teaching experience: 
Training to Grand Prix. Bachelor’s 
degree in animal science from MSU; 
graduated with honors in the horse 
management program. Studied dres-
sage for 15 years. Many awards: 
regional, USEF championship and 
Dressage at Devon placings, USDF 
year-end and all-breeds. Will travel 
for lessons and clinics in WI and MI.


Megan McIsaac 
Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
FEI trainer. 2014 national champion 
with Kingsley. USDF Gold, Silver, 
Bronze medalist, all USDF bars. 
Competed two horses at GP. 
Competed 4th level and small tour at 
Dressage at Devon. Year-end USDF, 
USEF, WDCTA awards. 15+ years 
teaching experience. Students 
competed through GP, earned rider 
awards and medals. Travel for 
lessons and clinics.


Andrea Schten 
Tailwind Farm 
W350S6890 Ulrickson Road 
Eagle, WI 53119 
(262)470-4557 
www.andreaschten.com 
USDF Bronze and Silver medalist, 
regional championships: Training 
through Int.1 on self-trained horses. 
Multiple students have earned 
Bronze Medal and working toward 
Silver. School-masters available. 
Trailering in for lessons welcome. 
Available for clinics; will travel for 
lessons. 


Katie Sufak 
Footloose Farm LLC 
6908 North Co. Rd. J 
Reedsville, WI 542030 
ktsufak@yahoo.com 
(920) 629-0736 
USDF Bronze medalist, 12+ years 
teaching experience. Have ridden 
hunt seat and trail. 10+ years of 
dressage. Ride regularly w/ USDF 
Gold medalist. Specialize in 
helping all riders learn classical 
skills. School horses available. 
Will travel.


Kate Van Sicklen 
110 Merrill Crest Drive 
Madison, WI 53705 
katherinevansicklen@gmail.com 
(608) 669-0148 
40+ years of teaching experience. 
British Horse Society instructor 
certification. USDF “L” graduate with 
distinction. USDF Associate Certified 
Instructor. USDF Silver Medal. Shown 
through Prix St. George. Will teach 
through 4th Level. Specialize in 
teaching horses and riders correct 
basics. Will travel.


Joann Williams 
W3580 Scotch Bush Road 
Elkhorn, WI 53121 
jwcambridge18@yahoo.com 
(414) 378-2231 
Classical dressage for every horse 
and rider, beginner to Grand Prix.  
Lessons, training in traditional, 
Western and gaited dressage. Earned 
all 6 USDF Medals, multiple USDF 
HOY, All-Breed regional and WDCTA 
awards on many horses. Many 
students are Silver and Bronze 
medalists. 30+ years experience 
bringing horses and riders up the 
levels. Studied with many FEI and 
National Level "S" judges and 
riders. Based in Elkhorn. Will travel.


INSTRUCTORS



Footloose Farm LLC 
Katie Sufak 
6908 North Co. Rd. J 
Reedsville, WI 542030 
ktsufak@yahoo.com 
(920) 629-0736 
60’ x 170’ indoor, 66’ x 200’ 
outdoor, lessons,turn-out, trails,  
limited boarding.


Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
Megan McIsaac 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
80x200’ heated indoor w/ mirrors. 
New stalls and client tack room w/ 
individual lockers. Individual and 
group turnout. Wash stall. Solarium. 
Theraplate. Numerous trails. Indivi-
dual training programs. Lessons and 
leasing options on FEI school 
horses, month training for horses 
and riders. FEI trainer on site. 


Plum Lake Dressage Equestrian 
Center - Debra Stephenson 
8177 Plum Lake Station Road 
Sayner, WI 54560-9751 
plumlakedressage@gmail.com 
(715) 542-3742 
IInsulated and heated barn and 
60x100 indoor arena. Wash stall. 
Lounge with bath and kitchen. 
Heated viewing area. Small dres-
sage-sized outdoor arena and 60' 
round pen. Wooded trails. Clinics, 
retreats, symposiums, camps, work-
shops and special events ongoing. 
Lakefront lodging available.


Best Fit Saddles 
Denise Sobering  
850 Sheridan St  
Madison, WI 53704  
bestfitsaddleslessons@gmail.com 
(608) 212-7009 
Selling Selleria Equipe Saddles in 
the upper Midwest. Dressage, 
jumping, eventing, endurance and 
Icelandic models available in carbon 
fiber, synthetic and wood trees. 
Sponsor of Charlotte Dujardin.


Connected Healing Farrier  
Kenda Skorstad  
301 E. Main St.  
Burlington, IL 53105  
kendra@connectedhealing.com  
(847) 840-1196 
Specializing in performance horses 
in disciplines on dressage, jumping, 
and eventing.

Excalibur Insurance 
P.O. Box 500 
Hartland, WI 53029 
www.excaliburinsurance.com 
(262) 367- 2430 
Offers a variety of horse insurance 
coverage, including mortality, equine 
liability, horse farm insurance, and 
additional endorsements. Provides 
coverage to horse owners in Wis-
consin and most of the U.S. A solid 
reputation in the industry for our 
customer-focused approach and in-
depth knowledge on all horse 
insurance plans. 


Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
608.445.8531 
www.lindinhof.com 
Importing top quality dressage 
horses from Europe. Contact us to 
find your next dressage star.


Caryn Vesperman - USEF ‘r’ Judge 
W1619 King Road 
Brooklyn, WI 53521  
touchstonefarm@gmail.com 
(608) 455-2208 
USDF Gold, Silver and Bronze 
medalist. Shown through Grand 
Prix. Available for USEF/USDF-
recognized dressage shows and 
enjoy judging schooling shows.


BUSINESSSTABLES





Jennifer Kotylo Body Awareness Clinic  
August 11 ‐ 13, 2017 

At Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum  
4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 53575 

 
 In order to ride well we must endeavor to create in ourselves, what we want in our horses – mental relaxation, 
strength, flexibility and balance. Many of these traits depend on a muscularly symmetrical body. Body 
imbalances and asymmetries develop over time, based on your own particular physiology, posture and lifestyle. 

How you move when not riding, your other forms of exercise, and the amount of time and the quality of how you sit at work all 
effect the way you ride. Asymmetries influence your movement, alignment and flexibility, which greatly affect your effectiveness as 
a rider.  Learn how to apply basic Body Awareness Techniques to improve your riding and overall well‐being that will help you obtain 
long muscles, fluid movement, independent leg and arm mobility, relaxed mental state, and proper alignment.  Discover how to 
keep yourself still without blocking your horse, connect your half‐halts to your core, hold without pulling and keep your lower legs 
from wobbling. For further info on Jennifer, please visit www.JenniferKotylo.com 
 
Rider/Auditor Name:              Address:              
City:          State:     Zip:      Phone:              
Email:                        
 
Horse’s Name:             Breed:           Sex:         
Age:     Level Training:           Level Showing:            

Please include copy of current negative Coggins and vaccine sheet with your registration. 

Rider Fees:  

□  $450 Friday ‐ Sunday  
□  $25 per night for stabling:   Friday, Saturday nights 

Auditor Fees:    (Please bring your own lunch and comfortable chair) 

□ $40/person/day preregistered     □ $50/person/day at the door 
Schedule 

o Friday: 2 hour Workshop/Floor session. ALL RIDERS are required to attend Floor Session. 
o Sat & Sun: Group 1 hour Warm‐up Floor Session  
o Sat & Sun: 45 min Private Lessons 

 
Rider Fees:            
Stabling:           
Auditor Fees:            
Total Enclosed:           

 
Please make checks payable to: Lindinhof, LLC 
Mail: Lindinhof, LLC, 4246 Schneider Drive, Oregon, WI 53575 
Questions: 608.445.8531 or lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
Please include copy of current negative Coggins and vaccine sheet with your registration.   



 



WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

In consideration for my participation in the Nicki Butler Beginner Eventing Clinic, July 9, Aug 27, Sept 9 & Oct 7, located at For the 
Horses Farm, W9711 Beechnut Drive, Wautoma, WI 54982 (hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the “Participant”) hereby acknowledge and 
voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, “Agreement”).  “Participation” includes, but is not limited to, riding, handling, 
instructing, or spectating. 


1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent risks of 
participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, irrespective of its 
training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for example, jump, run, kick, 
buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden movements 
and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at or below the surface or ground, whether 
seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for another person participating in an equine activity to 
act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to others, such as failing to maintain control over the equine or not 
acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential that an equine or other 
animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand these risks and further 
acknowledge that I am not relying on the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association (hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in 
this document all possible inherent risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity.


2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I understand 
that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in the Activity. I 
understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of the instruction are 
entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect not to comply with any 
command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while participating in the Activity. I 
represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental alertness to enable us to participate in 
the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which may impair our ability to engage in the 
Activity. 


3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, including 
risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I voluntarily agree to 
hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue Nicki Butler, WDCTA, its officers, members, non-members that pay an 
auditing fee, For the Horses Farm, as well as all other participants in the Activity (“Released Parties”) from any and all injuries, 
death, liability, or damage to person or property arising from my participation in the Activity, unless caused by Released Parties’ 
reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I understand that this waiver and release is effective even if the injury, death, 
liability, or damage to person or property is caused or contributed to by the negligent action or inaction of Released Parties. 


4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities:


Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in the instruction of a 
person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not liable for the injury or death of a person 
involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) (e) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes.


5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  Any 
controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through proceedings filed in 
the federal or state court in Waushara County, Wisconsin. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision or sentence of this 
Agreement shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of this Agreement, which shall remain in 
full force and effect.  


I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am assuming risks 
inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to consult with any counsel about 
the terms of this agreement. 


Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________

(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age)


Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________


Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________


City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________




WDCTA-SW Presents 2017 Patti Becker 
Dressage Clinic 

At Story Creek Farm, 6112 County A, (Town of Oregon) Brooklyn WI 53521  
□ Sunday, May 7, 2017 –opening day April 10   
□ Sunday Sept. 10, 2017 - opening day Aug 10                  
 Separate application required for each clinic & each horse! 

 
Patti Becker is a USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist.  She has been riding for over 25 years and trained over forty-
five horses from Training to Grand Prix.  She also has several students that she has coached through Grand Prix. Patti 
has won numerous Championships and Reserve Championships at USDF Region 2 Championship competitions. She has 
also qualified and competed multiple horses at the USEF National Championships at Gladstone as well as Developing 
and Young Horse Championships.  Her latest accomplishments include, 2015 won Region 2 Open Prix St. George 
Championship and placed third in the Markel six year old Championship. In 2014 won Reserve Champion in the Markel 
Five Year old National Championship and USDF National Training level Championship. She has also won numerous 
IDCTA awards, and in 2012, Patti was named Horse Person of the Year! Patti has trained with George Williams, Mette 
Rosencrantz, and Jan Brons who she works with today.  She currently works and trains out of Fireside Farm and in the 
winter travels to Florida to train with Jan and compete.  Patti is an excellent rider and trainer! 
 
Rider applications must be postmarked on or after the “opening day” (see above). Riders will be selected on a first come 
basis with preference given to WDCTA-SW chapter members, followed by WDCTA members from other chapters. 
Alternates will have first chance at open slots.       

Rider Name: _______________________________ Address: ____________________________ 

 
City: __________________________State: ________Zip:  ___________Phone______________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________________   WDCTA Volunteer:  □ yes (mark if applies) 
 
Horse’s Name: ________________________________________     Breed: __________________ 

 
Age: _______  Level Schooling ______________________   Level Showing _________________ 

 

RIDER FEES:  
□ WDCTA Member: $125/ride    □ Non-WDCTA Member: $150/ride 

Ride Preferences:  □ AM   □ PM      (will try to accommodate) 

Limited number of stalls available.  Contact Becky for availability and fee.  608-347-5458                                                                                                                                       

Negative Coggins & Flu/Rhino proof required with application. All shots must be current. 

 

AUDITOR FEES: 
WDCTA- members – NO CHARGE!! 
Non-WDCTA member   1 day @ $25 ______    Rider / Auditor Fee $_________________ 

    TOTAL ENCLOSED      $_________________ 

Make checks payable to:   WDCTA Southwest Chapter  
Mail to organizer with check & Coggins plus proof of current Flu/Rhino: Becky Bebber-Wells,   

6112 County Road A, Brooklyn, WI, 53521  Questions? 608-347-5458 or, snowbysgrl@aol.com                                                   
  Updated 1/26/17 



 

Copyright © 2014 – 2016 Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association.  All Rights Reserved. 

WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

 
In consideration for my participation in the [Patti Becker Clinic- May 7, 2017 or Sept. 10, 2017] (hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the 
“Participant”) hereby acknowledge and voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, “Agreement”).  “Participation” includes, but is 
not limited to, riding, handling, instructing, or spectating.  
 
1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent 
risks of participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, irrespective 
of its training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for example, jump, run, 
kick, buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden 
movements and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at or below the surface or 
ground, whether seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for another person participating in 
an equine activity to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to others, such as failing to maintain control 
over the equine or not acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential 
that an equine or other animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand 
these risks and further acknowledge that I am not relying on the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association 
(hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in this document all possible inherent risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity. 
 
2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I 
understand that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in the 
Activity. I understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of the 
instruction are entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect not to 
comply with any command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while participating in the 
Activity. I represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental alertness to enable us to 
participate in the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which may impair our ability to 
engage in the Activity.  
 
3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, 
including risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I 
voluntarily agree to hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue Patti Becker], WDCTA, its officers, members, non-
members that pay an auditing fee, Story Creek Farm, owners Rebecca Bebber-Wells or Kent W. Wells, as well as all other 
participants in the Activity (“Released Parties”) from any and all injuries, death, liability, or damage to person or property arising 
from my participation in the Activity, unless caused by Released Parties’ reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I 
understand that this waiver and release is effective even if the injury, death, liability, or damage to person or property is caused 
or contributed to by the negligent action or inaction of Released Parties.  
 
4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities: 
 

Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in 
the instruction of a person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not 
liable for the injury or death of a person involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) (e) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  
Any controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through proceedings 
filed in the federal or state court in [Dane County,  [WI.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision or sentence of this 
Agreement shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of this Agreement, which shall remain 
in full force and effect.   
 
I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am 
assuming risks inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to 
consult with any counsel about the terms of this agreement.  
 
Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________ 
(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age) 

Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________ 



Want to be a Sponsor at the William Fox-Pit Symposium? 
Know a Business that Would?    Check Out the Info Below!





 

Nov. 4-5, 2017

Alliant Energy Center
Madison, WI

Auditor Info & Registration 

Symposium
with 

William Fox-Pitt

International Eventer 
Comes to Madison
Eventers, jumpers, dressage riders — this is for you! 
Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association 
(WDCTA) will host William Fox-Pitt, an internationally 
renowned and respected event rider and trainer. 

The appeal to eventers is obvious. For jumper riders, Fox-
Pitt’s exercises and experience can help you too. For 
dressage riders: cross-training can be an important tool for 
you to build strength and confidence in your horse — and 
try something different. For everyone, a trade fair with 
shopping should appeal because we all have something 
we “need” for ourselves, horses or farm! 

Fox-Pitt Profile
Fox-Pitt has competed in 
numerous Olympics, 
World Equestrian Games 
and other top competitions 
all over the world. He was 
the first British rider to 
become the top eventing 
rider in the world, a 
distinction he achieved in 
2002, 2009, 2010 and 
again in 2014. He has 
represented his country 
consistently over the past 
20 years, winning team 
Silver at the 2004 Athens 
Olympics, team Bronze at 

the 2008 Beijing Olympics and team Silver at the 2012 
London Olympics. He has won seven team Gold medals 
at the European Championships and has been Britain’s top 
event rider eleven times. Fox-Pitt’s achievements in the 
sport make him one of the most successful event riders of 
all time.  

Format
The two-day symposium will feature horse and rider 
combinations, from beginner to advanced, working with 
Fox-Pitt to improve their riding on the flat and over 
jumps.  

For a rider application or to find out more about being a 
sponsor or reserving a booth at the trade fair, go to 
WDCTA.org. 

Updates 
If you want updates on the symposium — including trade 
fair vendors as they are confirmed, visit WDCTA.org. 

Schedule
Saturday 
8:00  a.m.    Registration and Trade Fair Opens 
9:00  a.m.    Welcome 
9:15 a.m.     Introduction to Dressage Concepts for the  
        Young Event Horse: Beginner Novice/Novice  
10:15 a.m.   Dressage for Training and Preliminary  
11:15 a.m.   Dressage for Intermediate and Advanced  
12:15  p.m.  Lunch 
1:15 p.m.     Q & A with Auditors 
1:30 p.m.     Gridwork for the Young Horse, Beginner  
                    Novice and Novice 
2:45 p.m.     Gridwork for Training and Preliminary 
4:00 p.m.     Gridwork for Intermediate and Advanced  
5:15 p.m.     Day 1 Ends 
6:00 p.m.     Trade Fair Closes      

Sunday 
8:00 a.m.     Registration and Trade Fair Opens 
9:00 a.m.     Discussion Topic with Auditors 
9:15 a.m.     Stadium Jumping Coursework for the Young    
                    Horse: Beginner Novice and Novice 
10:15 a.m.   Stadium Jumping for Training and Preliminary  
11:15 a.m.   Stadium Jumping for Intermediate and  
                    Advanced  
12:15 p.m.   Lunch 
1:15 p.m.     Q & A Session with Auditors 
1:30 p.m.     Cross Country Training for the Young Horse,  
        Beginner Novice and Novice (Indoor Arena  
        Advice that can be Taken to the Outdoors) 
2:45 p.m.     Cross Country Training for Training and 
        Preliminary 
4:00 p.m.     Cross Country Training for Intermediate and 
                    Advanced 
5:15 p.m.     Day 2 Ends 
6:00 p.m.     Trade Fair Closes



 
Location
The Alliant Energy Center (alliantenergycenter.com) is 
the home of the Midwest Horse Fair, one of the top 
three horse fairs in the United States. It’s conveniently 
located off the Madison beltline. The New Holland 
Pavilion, built in 2015 is an excellent venue for 
equestrian events because the climate-controlled space 
contains an indoor arena, stabling, vendor booth areas 
and concessions, all under one roof. Some camping 
slots also available. 

Alliant Energy Center 
1919 Alliant Center Way 

Madison, WI 53713  
Fees
WDCTA Members  

Early bird — $60/day or $100/both days   
 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 

After Oct. 6 — $85/day or $125/both days 

Non-Members 
Early bird —$85/day or $150/both days 

 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 
After Oct. 6 — $110/day or $175/both days 

Note:  
• Limited seating. First come/first serve.  
• Due to limited seating, priority admission goes to 

those auditing both days. 
• Lunch is not included in price. Concessions on site – 

and not just hot dogs! 
• Free parking at the Alliant Energy Center. 
• Sorry, no refunds. 

About Us
WDCTA is a 501(c)3, non-profit organization run by 
dedicated volunteers to promote dressage and eventing. 
Special events like this enable us to fund future educa-
tional opportunities and scholarships. WDCTA’s 
Southwest Chapter is planning this symposium and has  
an experienced team, having organized many events in 
the past with other national and international 
equestrians. 

Special Hotel Rates
Reservations must be made by Sept. 30 to qualify for 
the discounts below: 
 AmericInn Hotel & Suites Madison South 
101 W Broadway, Monona, Wisconsin 53716 
(800) 634-3444 
Amenities: Free Breakfast and Free WIFI 
Distance From Alliant Center: 1/2 Mile 
Mention WDCTA For Special Rate: $95 Plus Tax 
Comfort Inn Madison- Downtown 
722 John Nolen Drive, Madison, WI 53713 
(844) 361-1723 
Amenities: Free Breakfast and Free WIFI 
Distance From Alliant Center: 3 Miles 
Mention WDCTA for Special Rate: $124 plus tax  for 
one Person, $10 extra  for each additional guest. 

Contact Info
Questions about auditor registration: 
Denise Sobering 
(608) 212-7009 or bestfitsaddleslessons@gmail.com 
  
Questions about rider applications: 
Jessica Smith  
(920) 410-4779 or jesmith8@uwalumni.com 

General questions about the symposium: 
Haley Madden 
(608) 770-1811 or happyhaflingers@yahoo.com 
  
Questions about sponsorships and vendor booths: 
Cathy Wunderlich 
(608) 513-8303 or cathy.wunderlich@gmail.com 

Questions about WDCTA, visit our website: 
www.wdcta.org



William Fox-Pitt Symposium 
Auditor Registration

  
Fees:
WDCTA Members  

Early bird — $60/day or $100/both days   
 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 

After Oct. 6 — $85/day or $125/both days 

Non-Members 
Early bird —$85/day or $150/both days 

 (Valid until Oct. 6 postmarked) 
After Oct. 6 — $110/day or $175/both days  

Lunch is not included in price. 
Free parking at the Alliant Energy Center. 
  

One Auditor Registration Per Form.  
Sorry, No Refunds. 

  
Auditor Name _________________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________________ 

State _________ Zip ________________  Phone______________________ 

Email________________________________________________________ 

  
Attending: 

_______ Both Days 

_______ One Day — Which Day:  _______Saturday      _______Sunday 

  
    Total Auditor Fees Enclosed: ________________________ 
  

I’d like to volunteer to help. 

Contact
Mail registration form and check made out to WDCTA Southwest Chapter to: 
  
Denise Sobering 
1850 Sheridan Street 
Madison, WI 53704 

We look forward to seeing you there!



WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 
WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

In consideration for my participation in the William Fox-Pitt Symposium, Nov. 4-5, 2017 at the Alliant Energy Center 
(hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the “Participant”) hereby acknowledge and voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, “Agreement”).  
“Participation” includes, but is not limited to, riding, handling, instructing, or spectating.  

1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent 
risks of participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, irrespective 
of its training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for example, jump, run, 
kick, buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things as sounds, sudden 
movements and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at or below the surface or 
ground, whether seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for another person participating in 
an equine activity to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to others, such as failing to maintain control 
over the equine or not acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential 
that an equine or other animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand 
these risks and further acknowledge that I am not relying on the Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association 
(hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in this document all possible inherent risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity. 

2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I 
understand that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in the 
Activity. I understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of the 
instruction are entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect not to 
comply with any command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while participating in the 
Activity. I represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental alertness to enable us to 
participate in the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which may impair our ability to 
engage in the Activity.  

3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, 
including risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I 
voluntarily agree to hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue William Fox-Pitt, WDCTA, its officers, members, 
non-members that pay an auditing fee, the Alliant Energy Center, as well as all other participants in the Activity (“Released 
Parties”) from any and all injuries, death, liability, or damage to person or property arising from my participation in the Activity, 
unless caused by Released Parties’ reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I understand that this waiver and release is 
effective even if the injury, death, liability, or damage to person or property is caused or contributed to by the negligent action or 
inaction of Released Parties.  

4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities: 

Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in 
the instruction of a person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not 
liable for the injury or death of a person involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine 
activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) (e) of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  Any 
controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through proceedings filed 
in the federal or state court in Dane County, WI. The invalidity or unenforceability of any provision or sentence of this Agreement 
shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of this Agreement, which shall remain in full force 
and effect.   

I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am 
assuming risks inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to 
consult with any counsel about the terms of this agreement.  

Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________ 
(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age) 

Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________

Copyright © 2017 Wisconsin Dressage & Combined Training Association.  All Rights Reserved.

Symposium Release Form



Sue Genin

TOP 10 REASONS TO BUY
Jump 4 Joy SHOW JUMPS & XC PORTABLES

5 YEAR GUARANTEE

#1  Best value.  Unbeatable price!  FEI approved.

#2  Stronger, more durable. No more scraping & painting!

#3  Poles available in four weights

#4  Safer!  No metal. Breakaway features.

#5  Easy to move and adjust.

#6  Versatile.  Set fillers angled or upright as vertical.  
       Jump stands are multidirectional.

#7  Largest range of colors with highest UV protection.  

#8  Largest range of designs and personalization options!

#9  Largest collection of specialty shaped designer wings!  

#10  All jumps, Xc portables, & brush jumps are 
          waterproof and will not rot.


