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(Left) Example of one of the flower 
arrangements at Touchstone Farm. 
(Above) The fire pit  was 
surrounded by conversation and 
used to create s’mores Saturday 
evening. (Photos by Megan McIsaac)

Trainers Conference Provides Tips to Trainers and Riders
By Caryn Vesperman 

The Adequan/USDF FEI-Level Trainers Conference Jan. 
21-22 is an annual educational seminar that’s been held 
for years at High Meadows Farm, Mary Anne McPhail’s 
facility in White Fences, Loxahatchee, FL.


This year there was a panel of presenters
—Debbie McDonald, Charlotte Bredahl, 
Christine Traurig and George Williams—
and eight riders. Following are some of the 
notes I took at the conference.


George Williams 
Since elected in 2009, George Williams 
has been, until last year, the USDF 
president. In addition to being a well-
known trainer for decades, Williams is also 
the U.S. Dressage Youth Coach.


In his session, Williams had the rider work 
on a circle to improve suppleness, 
straightness and responsiveness. He 
coached the rider to ride quarter point to 
quarter point and leg yield slightly.


Williams also had suggestions for correcting lateral 
tendencies that can crop up in the walk: 

• Shoulder-in

• Paying attention to tempo (slow the tempo without 

losing energy)

• Lengthening the frame in a test even if some points 

are given up for riding in too long of a frame.


Christine Traurig 
Christine Traurig is a trainer and U.S. Dressage Young 
Horse Coach. Traurig said to always work on developing 
self-carriage and balance. The serpentine really tests 
balance and correctness to the aids. Some suggestions 
included:

• The outside leg needs to support the new direction.

• Bend should be from the poll to the tail, not just the 

neck.

• The horse must be willing to move forward at any 

time. As soon as the horse responds, the rider must 
neutralize his/her position/leg.


• Transitions must be over and through the back. There 
should be no tightening or stiffening anywhere in the 
horse’s body, including the under neck, which should 
stay soft and not be braced.


• Tilting of the head is a result of being unbalanced 
and not bending properly around the inside leg.


Regarding the canter, Traurig cautioned 
riders not to get the horse too short, 
causing the horse to canter flat or lose  
its “jump.”


She also said canter/trot exercises 
cannot be overdone.


For those having difficulties with the 
flying changes, Traurig suggested doing 
changes on a circle—with the more 
difficult change being done to the 
outside.


With canter pirouettes, if the horse gets 
backed off, immediately go forward. 
You should never lost the quality of the 

canter. The same is true in tempe changes; when they 
start going wrong, don’t keep forcing them.


When walking your horse, be cognizant of what walk 
you’re asking your horse to do: collected, medium, 
extended, free.


Debbie McDonald 
Who doesn’t know who Debbie McDonald is? While she 
has given up competing, she continues to coach riders 
and currently serves as the U.S. Dressage Technical 
Advisor. Some of her suggestions, which are applicable 
to many of us, include:

• Keep hands in front and not in your lap.

• Be quick with your half-halts; do not hold. Ask and 

let go.

• Don’t settle for “good enough.” For example, if a 

transition isn’t good, do it again and again with 
patience, until it’s right.


• Look to the letter you are riding to.

• Always refresh the gaits in-between very collected 

movements (piaffe, passage and pirouette).


Continued on next page



 

Trainers Conference continued 
• Always test your contact to 

make sure you are not riding 
with the brakes on. Pet your 
horse’s neck or let go of the 
inside rein to check.


• Keep a hot horse’s attention by 
keeping their brains busy: 
change direction, change bend 
(shoulder-in, haunches-in, 
renvers, etc.).


• If a horse gets close behind in 
the canter pirouette, do 
haunches-in to get out of it.


• Don’t get hung up on the 
number of flying changes you’re 
doing; focus on the quality of 
them. Do however many you 
want, as long as the quality 
remains.


• If the horse doesn’t go immedi-
ately into a medium or extended 
trot when working in collection, 
kick and get the horse immedi-
ately out of it. The horse must 
always think forward. 


• Use bending lines for passage 
work. You should be able to 


move your horse wherever you 
want. Do mediums when 
working on passage, so the 
horse just thinks of passage as 
trot and not a big deal.


• It should not be a matter of the 
rider’s strength to get the piaffe 
and passage, but of helping the 
horse to “balance up.”


• If the horse starts to feel “balled 
up” in the piaffe or passage 
work, you’ve been working on 
that movement too long.


• Regarding which should to train 
first—the piaffe or passage, it 
depends upon the horse. Either 
way, riders should play with 
half-steps so either one is not a 
big deal and doesn’t scare 
them.


I’d like to end with a comment by 
Debbie for training a horse that has 
stuck with me, and I think all of you 
would appreciate: “Give a break, 
then play again.”

One of the demonstration riders in the 
High Meadows arena. The great thing 
about “indoor” arenas in Florida is 
they are not closed in on all sides. 
Imagine that working in Wisconsin in 
the winter!

Some Notes From the Judges’ Forum 

By Caryn Vesperman 

At the three-day judges forum Jan. 18-20 in West Palm 
Beach, FL (where one day was devoted entirely to 
judging musical freestyles), I took a few notes that I 
hope will help you when you compete or train.


Training Scale 
Some changes were made in the training scale. The 
most noticeable change was substituting “Suppleness” 
for “Relaxation.” Suppleness more clearly illustrates 

important attri-
butes than “Re-
laxation” did. 
Suppleness 
refers not just to 
freedom from 
anxiety, but also 
the need for 
elasticity. There 
has to be some 
positive tension
—if there wasn’t, 
the horse would 
be a quivering 
mass of Jell-O 
that wouldn’t 
hold itself or the 

rider up! 

   The first step in the training pyramid reminds us 
about regularity and tempo. Regularity refers to correct 
sequence of footfalls and their proper timing in the 
three gaits, while tempo refers to speed. 

   Contact covers connection (energy from horse’s hind 
legs going through the horse’s body and received in 
the rider’s hands) and acceptance of the bit (which 
demonstrates self-carriage).

   Impulsion covers not just going forward but the 
release of engagement to create suspension.

   Note: The steps in the training scale are inter-woven 
and not meant to imply you do one of them at a time.


Stretchy Circle 
   The horse needs to reach for the contact and stretch 
its back. It is not a gravity stretch. A horse can stretch 
its nose to the ground and it’s not a balanced, active or  
swinging stretch. It should not be curled, but create a 
better connection.


Turn on the Haunches 
   It’s better to be large than lose balance, have a loss 
of rhythm or incorrect steps (crossing or stepping out).


Flying Changes 
   The quality of the flying change is the most important 
criteria. Counting mistakes are less important than a 
poor quality change because counting mistakes are 
more easily corrected than a training problem.



 

Caryn Vesperman 
Editor 

All advertisements, 
articles and photographs 

(with photo release) 
should be submitted by 

the 15th of the preceding 
month of publication. 

Calendar of events will 
appear in both the 

eQuester and on the 
WDCTA website. 

Payment for 
advertisements should 

be submitted via PayPal 
through the WDCTA 

website (wdcta.org) or 
mailed with a check 

made out to WDCTA and 
mailed to the editor. 

CONTACT INFO  
(608) 455-2208 

W1619 King Road 
Brooklyn, WI 53521 

newsletter@wdcta.org

Our Family with Feathers and Fur 
Seeing various barns this winter in Florida shows no matter how simple or 
extravagant the home is for our horses, something is constant: our other 
buddies.


So for the next few months, let’s have a little fun. Send me your endearing, 
fun, cute, thought-provoking photos of your current and past pets. Because, 
really, what would life be without our furry and feathers friends when we’re in 
the barn? I’ll start it off with two photos below.


Next month, the newsletter will be devoted to our WDCTA year-end award 
winners.


Caryn

(Right) Barn cat at a 
barn in Wellington, FL. 

(Left) My dog, Bo, 
reminding Mark it’s 
time for the 10 p.m. 
barn check and 
feeding. If Mark is 
awake, he just gives 
him “The Very Earnest 
Look.” If Mark is 
asleep in his chair, Bo 
nudges him, as if to 
say, “Caryn’s not 
here. It’s time to do 
our chores!”

http://wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org
http://wdcta.org
mailto:newsletter@wdcta.org


 

 

 
WDCTA – KM Chapter Dressage Clinic 

Debbie A. Rodriguez FEI 3* Judge 
Wed and Thursday April 17-18th, 2019 

 

New Dressage Tests Explained  
Practice Riding Tests for a Judge minus the high cost & stress 

Auditors Learn to Scribe & Read Tests for Riders 
 
Debbie is an active dressage rider, trainer, clinician and instructor freelancing in the Williamsburg, Virginia 
area. Debbie is a USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold Medalist. She has coached many students to their medals 
through the years. Debbie is a USEF “S” Dressage judge as well as a FEI 3* Dressage judge. Debbie stays active 

in the Eventing discipline as a “R” Eventing judge.  As both a rider and a 
judge she understands competitions from all sides. For 27 years she 
managed Dressage at Lexington, one of the largest dressage shows in the 
country, only handing over management to VADA in 2017.  She has a 
strong interest in rider fitness and with her ISSA personal trainer 
certification she developed the “Success in the Saddle: Core Fitness for 
Equestrians” program.   
 

 
Auditors: $30 /Day or $55 for two days:  KM Members:  $20/Day or $35 for two days. 
Both Days _____Sat______ Sun______ 
Riders: $160 per ride.  KM Members: $150 per ride.  
 (see page 2 for requirements) 
Stall fee:  $25 /day.  Arrive Friday thru Sun - $75 total Stall:  Friday_____ Sat______ Sun______ 
 
Name of Rider or Auditor: _____________________________________ Phone:_______________       
 
Email:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Horse:_______________________________ Age:_____ Breed:_______  Level:_________ 
 
If minor name of parent or guardian (please print):____________________________   Phone:_________ 
Guardian Signature:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred Days to Ride: Both Days: ___ Sat___  :  Sun ___Preferred Time of Day:  Sat Am or PM;  Sun AM or PM 
Plan to Arrive at Farm with your Horse (Day & time):__________________ 
 
Total Payment:  ____________________Make Checks Payable to: WDCTA KM Chapter 
Mail to: Melinda DeLuca – KM, S14W32743 Forest Hills Dr, Delafield, WI 53018 
Questions: Call or text 262-313-8487 
Rosebury Farm, S63 W30124 Road X, Mukwonago, WI 53149  
(Farm entrance is on Road X at the intersection of Hwy 83 and Road X.) 



 

WDCTA Rodriguez Clinic Wednesday & Thursday, Mar. 17 - 18, 2019



 By Diane Brault 

I’ve never really liked the month of 
March. In fact, as I’ve grown older, 
I’ve developed a strong dislike for it. 
With no arena, I can’t ride. My 
horses must stay in their little mud 
lot until the pasture dries. The skies 
are overcast. The winds are often 
strident and bitingly damp. The 
landscape is no longer illuminated by 
the cleanliness  of periodic snow-
falls. Gray trees hang on to slippery 
hillsides. Yearning for green 
becomes a preoccupation. 

	 

My horses seem to take it much 
better than I. They spend their weeks 
of confinement in their paddock by 
playing games of one-up-man-ship. 
When the wind picks up, they vie for 
the warmest corner of their shed. 
They enjoy itching every little hair 
follicle by rolling in the sticky, gooey 
mud. They take turns lounging and 
napping in the mud while the sun 
warms them up. Are they dreaming 
of the green grass that will begin to 
sprout up in a few weeks? They are 
so adaptable!

	 

I, on the other hand, complain to 
myself about how much work it is to 
slog around in the paddock everyday 
with the wheelbarrow, digging up 
their piles of manure. Couldn’t my 
mares pick just one spot in their 
paddock to use as their restroom?   
(I did try to teach them, one year. 
Every day, I stubbornly threw their 
horse apples in a single, outdoor 
pile, to teach them to defecate there, 
instead of inside their shed. They 
loved it! The pile would heat up and 
keep them warm AS THEY LAID IN 
IT! They never did figure out that I 
wanted them to deposit their “bus-
iness” outside on the pile to keep 
their shed clean.) Oh, well, I tried.

	 

One damp day, a week or so ago, I 
was daydreaming about spring while 
pushing the wheelbarrow around in 
the mud, cleaning up their manure. 
Suddenly, one of my feet sprung up 

unusually fast. When it landed, it was 
enveloped by a soft, cold wetness. I 
had lost the 
game of, “Can 
you get your 
boot out?!”  


I wish I could 
say that this 
was the first 
time I’d ever 
walked out of a 
boot that was 
being suction-
ed down by 
mud, but it’s 
not. It probably 
won’t be the 
last time, either. 
I do dislike the 
“Mud Month!”


But today the 
sun is out and 
the sky is blue, 
promising me 
that spring, and 
drier times, are 
just around the 
corner!

March, the “Mud Month”



 

Part 5: Florida Snowbird 
Enjoying the Last Month of Horse Immersion in Florida
By Caryn Vesperman 

In addition to my lessons during the 
week, every weekend in March (like 
most months in Wellington) had a 
horse event to participate in.


My friend, Marie Caldwell, spent 
nearly a week here, so she was able 
to participate 
in several 
events. I think 
she also 
enjoyed 
getting out of 
the cold, 
snow and ice!


Challenge of 
the Americas 
This evening 
was for rais-
ing money to 
end breast 
cancer. Five quadrilles competed for 
the top spot—from a “Clydesdale” 
team to the Pirates of the Caribbean. 
There were 500 people who paid to 
be in the VIP tent and the general 
admission bleachers were sold out. I 
don’t know how much money was 
raised, but I hope it was a lot since 
this is such a good and crucial 
cause. For more info, go to 
www.challengeoftheamericas.com.


American Equestrians Got Talent 
American Equestrians Got Talent 
(AEGT) was founded by Robert 
Dover four years ago. This year’s 
AEGT gala fundraiser was to raise 
money for the emerging dressage 
athlete program. Celebrity judges 
and the audience voted for the 
winner from the 10 semi-finalists. 


The ultimate winner was Chelsea 
Hellman who has a phenomenal 
voice. Second place went to a 15-
year-old Elvis impersonator, Matt 
Stone. (I’m thinking he’s a must-have 
at a future party!). Another of the top 
four (and one of my favorites), 
Michael Boone, had an amazing 
voice. By day Michael is a groom, 


and 
now, 

thanks to his past placings 

in AEGT, he’s started to sing 
professionally. If Michael worked for 
me, I’d write in his job description 
that he must sing on the job on a 


regular basis! Again, I don’t know the 

total that was raised between the 
attendees, donations and the live 

auction of trips and polo lessons, 
but I hope it was a good amount.


Continued on next page

(L) Jim Koford, a familiar face in the 
Midwest, may not look so familiar as 
Captain Sparrow on one of the quadrille 
teams.; (Top) the team of “Clydesdales; 
(R) a humorous “tutorial” about 
dressage to kick off the competition.

(L-R) Robert Dover in foreground was the MC for the gala. On stage is 
Michael Boone, a crowd favorite and semi-finalist in previous years as well.

http://www.challengeoftheamericas.com
http://www.challengeoftheamericas.com


 

Florida Part 5 Continued 

My Own Training 
I’ve had a good mix of fun and 
training over the winter. I’ve ridden 
nearly every day (unless it rains), and 
am packing in as many weekly 
lessons from Janet Foy and Linda 
Zang as possible, supplemented by 
monthly clinics with Cindy Ishoy. My 
goal was to get Tanqueray MRF 
stronger, straighter and bump him 
up a level or two. I also wanted to 
get my flying changes clean and 
reliable with Zeza. A few years ago I 
had a schoolmaster who could click 
off one tempes as long as I was 
fairly correct in my aids, but training 
a sensitive horse is completely 
different! A schoolmaster makes it 
easier, but it doesn’t make training 
easy, and certainly training a horse 
from Day 1 is not easy at all. If I’m 
not exactly right with my aids, Zeza’s 
changes are late behind or in front. 
It’s so true that how the horse goes 
is 99% caused by the rider.


On that note…an interesting thing 
happened related to my changes. I 
had my saddle fitted to build up the 
cantle a bit, as I haven’t had it 
looked at in two years. At the 
beginning of my next lesson, my 
changes were spot on and clean. As 
the lesson progressed, they became 
late in front. We discovered the 
saddle had really moved forward, so 
we slid the saddle back, and voila—
clean changes again. The saddle 
had slid up on her shoulders so that 
she couldn’t move them freely. No 
wonder her changes became late in 
front! I had the saddle fitter back out 
and he adjusted the flocking and 
moved one of the billets forward. 
End of problem! (Or perhaps I 
should say, I can’t use the equip-
ment as an excuse for things not 
going right.) Moral of the story: 

make sure your saddle fits well or 

it may impede training and cause 
frustration on both the rider and 
horse’s part. 


Marie was at that lesson so saw the 
huge change the saddle made, for 
better and worse. Marie also took 
some photos for me and videotaped 

some of my 
lessons, so that 
was fun to review.


Tanqueray is 
getting stronger 
and more solid. 
The only thing I 
can’t figure out 
about him is why 
he can have a 
flock of 15-20 ibis 
fly straight at him 
and he doesn’t 
flick an ear, and he 
can chase iguanas 
out of the arena, 
yet thinks there 
are ghosts in one 
corner of the 
arena. 


I only have a 
couple of weeks 
left here in Well-
ington. I haven’t 
set an exact date 
to return to Wis-
consin, but want 
to make sure it’s 
relatively warm, 
after riding my 
horses in upper 
80-degree temp-
eratures. Blank-
eting horses and 
wearing layers is 
not appealing to 
me at all!  (Yes, 
I’ve turned into a 
weather wimp, 
which has not 
been helped 
hearing what 
you’ve been 
dealing with at 
home!)


This has been a 
great opportunity, 
and I’m grateful for the people in 
Florida who have made my time here 
so much fun and a great learning 
experience. I also am beyond 
thankful to my husband who has 
kept the farm going while I was 
away…taking care of the two 
remaining horses, our dog, cats, the 
house, the bills and cleaning the 

house (at least, I hope that last one 
happened occasionally!). I’m also 
thankful for my friend, Marie, who 
took care of the farm when Mark 
drove down with me in December, 
then when he escaped for a week in 
February, and—coming up—when 
Mark flies down to drive back with 
me. It takes a village!

Marie standing by Tanqueray who is telling her that he has been 
working too hard and not getting enough carrots in Florida.

Riding Zeza in the outdoor and working on flying changes.



 

 IN HAND 
1.    Sport Horse in Hand (Horses 3yrs & under) 
2.    Sport Horse in Hand (Horses 4yrs & over) 
3.    Sport Horse in Hand - Amateur to Handle 
4.    HPHC Groundwork Test 1 
5.    HPHC Groundwork Test 2 
6.    HPHC Groundwork Test 3 
7.    HPHC Ground driving Test 1 
8.    HPHC Ground driving Test 2 
 DRESSAGE 
9.    Intro Test A - Junior 
10.  Intro Test A - Amateur 
11.  Intro Test A - Open 
12.  Intro Test B - Junior 
13.  Intro Test B- Amateur 
14.  Intro Test B- Open 
15.  Intro Test C- Junior 
16.  Intro Test C- Amateur 
17.  Intro Test C- Open 
18.  Training Level Test 1- Maiden  
19.  Training Test 1 - Junior 
20.  Training Level 1- Amateur 
21.  Training Level 1- Open 
22.  Training Level Test 2 - Junior 
23.  Training Level Test 2-Amateur 
24.  Training Level Test 2- Open 
25.  Training Level Test 3- Junior 
26.  Training Level Test 3 -Amateur 
27.  Training Level Test 3 - Open 
28.  First Level Test 1 - Maiden 
29.  First Level Test 1 - Junior 
30.  First Level Test 1 - Amateur 
31.  First Level Test 1 - Open 
32.  First Level Test 2 - Junior 
33.  First Level Test 2 - Amateur 
34.  First Level Test 2 - Open 
35.  First Level Test 3 - Junior 
36.  First Level Test 3 -Amateur 
37.  First Level Test 3 - Open 
38.  Second Level or Above TOC** (Jr., Amateur or Open) 
39.  Musical Freestyle (Any level,Any seat) 
40.  Dressage Equitation- Walk/Trot (Minimum 3 entries 
41.  Dressage Suitability-Walk/Trot (Minimum 3 entries) 
42.  Lead Line - Walk- Riders 10yrs and under (Any seat) 
 THERAPEUTIC 
43. HPHC Therapeutic Dressage Test 1 (Any seat) 
44. HPHC Therapeutic Dressage Test 1 Independent  
45. HPHC Therapeutic Dressage Test 2 (Any Seat) 
46. HPHC Therapeutic Dressage Test 2 Independent 
47. FEI Para Dressage Grade I TOC** 
48. FEI Para Dressage Grade II TOC** 
49. FEI Para Dressage Grade III TOC** 
50. FEI Para Dressage Grade IV TOC ** 
51. FEI Para Dressage Grade V TOC ** 
 WESTERN  
52. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 1 - Junior  
53. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 1- Amateur 
54. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 1 - Open 
55. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 2 - Junior 

Horse Power Healing Center Benefit Schooling Show 
May 11, 2019 Start Time 8 a.m.  Judge: Caryn Vesperman, USEF “r” judge 

Held at: Walworth County Fairgrounds 411 E Court St. Elkhorn, WI 53121  
Show attire/Dressage Tack not required  ♦  Food Booth  ♦ Show Photographer  ♦ Indoor/Outdoor Arenas  

Entry Closing Date: May 3 (Late entry allowed if schedule permits)  
All proceeds to benefit the Equine-Assisted Therapeutic Programs offered at the Non-Profit 501(c)3 Horse Power Healing Center  

Sponsor a 
class   

for $25 

56. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 2 - Amateur 
57. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 2 - Open 
58. USEF Western Dressage Intro Test 3 or 4 TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
59. USEF Western Dressage Basic  Test 1- Maiden 
60. USEF Western Dressage Basic TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
61. USEF Western Dressage Level 1 - Maiden 
62. USEF Western Dressage Level 1 TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
63. USEF Western Dressage Level 2 TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
64. USEF Western Dressage Level 3 TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
 GAITED 
65. NWHA Intro Test A (Jr-A-O) 
66. NWHA Intro Test B (Jr-A-O) 
67. NWHA Intro Test C (Jr-A-O) 
68. NWHA Training Level TOC** (Jr., Amateur or Open) 
69. NWHA First Level TOC** (Jr., Amateur or Open) 
70. NWHA Second Level or Above TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
71. USEF Western Dressage Intro TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
72. USEF Western Dressage Basic TOC** (Jr-A-O) 
73. USEF Western Dressage Level 1 TOC** (Jr-A-O) 

FEES & INFORMATION: 
$15.00 per class  Lead line $10.00   
Office Fee $15.00 per horse 
Stall $25 day of show or $40.00 for Friday & Saturday 
No Shavings Included: Shavings $7.00 per bag 
Show out of Trailer fee $15 per horse 
RV/Camper hookup per day $30 
Class Sponsorship $25 
Vendor Fee $25  
Late Entry Fee $10    Returned Check Fee $30 
Non-compete fee  $25 (horses not entered in any classes) 
Entry Closing Date: May 3, 2019 
(Late entry allowed if schedule permits)  
Information/ Contact: Wendy Konichek 
Phone: 262-594-3667 www.horsepowerhealingcenter.com  
Email: info@horsepowerhealingcenter.com  
~ Classes listed are not the order of go. 
~  Ride times will be emailed. 
~ ASTM Helmets are mandatory at all times when  mounted.  
~ Negative 2019 Coggins - Copy required with entry.  
~ Arrive at show grounds any time after 12pm on Friday. 
~ No Refunds- Unless Veterinarian/Doctor  excuse provided. 
~ TOC** (Test of Choice) Indicate Test(s) on entry form. 
~ TOC Classes will be placed separately by division. 
~ Amateurs may cross-enter into Open classes. 
~ Maiden - Horse/Rider combo have never shown before in 
   that test prior to this show. 
~ Junior age 17 & under (age as of Jan. 1, 2018) 
~ Therapeutic riders may have leaders and sidewalkers 
~ Musical Freestyle - Specifications sent upon request. 
~ Tests used: 2019 USDF, 2017 USEF WD,  
    2018 FEI Para Dressage, 2015 NWHA Gaited 
AWARDS 
~1st to 6th place ribbons 
~High Score & Reserve Awards for: Junior, Amateur, Open,  
   Dressage, Western, Gaited and Therapeutic 
~Versatility Award for horse who has the highest combined  
   scores from one in hand class, one dressage or gaited class  
   and one western class. 



 Cindy Ishoy Clinics

One Form Per Horse/Rider 

Rider Name______________________________  Address_______________________________________ 

City_______________________ State_______ Zip_____________ Phone___________________________ 

Email___________________________________________ Emergency Contact______________________ 

Horse’s Name_________________________________  Breed____________________________________ 

Age______ Level Schooling____________________________ Level Showing______________________ 

Rider Fees     NOTE: Negative Coggins and rider release must be included with this application! Vaccinations     
                               must be current. Complete applications with payment considered on a first come/first serve basis. 

� WDCTA Member:   $200/ride                                       WDCTA Volunteer: Yes______ Not Yet______ 
� Non-Member: $250/ride 
Ride Time Preferences:     Saturday_____ Sunday_____ A.M._____ P.M._____ 

Will you need a stall?        Overnight*_____    Day Stall_____   Just In and Out_____ 
                                               * Stall fee per night: $25 (payable to Caryn Vesperman) 
Auditor Fees   (Can be paid at the door. Bring your own lunch and chair.) 

� All WDCTA Members — FREE! 
� Non-WDCTA Member: 1 day = $25  Both Days = $40 
�    

Total Enclosed: $_______________  Make rider and auditor check payable to: WDCTA Southwest 
Chapter 

Send check, application, release form and Coggins to:  Questions?  

Caryn Vesperman       Phone/Text:  (608) 695-9914 
W1619 King Road       Email:  touchstonefarm@gmail.com 
Brooklyn, WI 53521                                                                                                          

May 25-26  
(Opening Date: April 26)  

June 29-30  
(Opening Date: June 1)   

CLINIC LOCATION 
Touchstone Farm 

W1619 King Road 
Brooklyn, WI 53521 

Just 15 minutes southwest of 
Oregon, WI or 25 minutes 

southwest of Madison beltline
Cindy Ishoy & Dynasty — Team Bronze 
Medalists,1988 Seoul Olympics
Cindy Ishoy competed for many years on the Canadian team, earning a team Bronze at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. Cindy coaches on a daily basis and enjoys teaching those who really want to learn no matter 
what level they are.



 
WISCONSIN DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION 

WAIVER, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

In consideration for my participation in the Cindy Ishoy Clinic May 25-26 or June 29-30 at Touchstone Farm 
(hereafter, “the Activity”), I (the “Participant”) hereby acknowledge and voluntarily agree to the following (hereafter, 
“Agreement”).  “Participation” includes, but is not limited to, riding, handling, instructing, or spectating. 


1. Acknowledgment of Inherent Risks of Equine Activities. I acknowledge and understand that there are numerous inherent 
risks of participating in equine activities, including, but not limited to: (a) the propensity of an equine or other animal, 
irrespective of its training, to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons on or around them (for 
example, jump, run, kick, buck, bolt, spin, rear, strike, or bite); (b) the unpredictability of an equine’s reaction to such things 
as sounds, sudden movements and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals; (c) certain hazards such as conditions at 
or below the surface or ground, whether seen or unseen; (d) collisions with other animals or objects; (e) the potential for 
another person participating in an equine activity to act in a negligent manner that may contribute to injury to me, or to 
others, such as failing to maintain control over the equine or not acting within his or her ability; (f) the breakage or failure of 
tack or other equipment; and (g) the potential that an equine or other animal may cause injury or harm to the rider or to 
other persons or animals in the vicinity.  I understand these risks and further acknowledge that I am not relying on the 
Wisconsin Dressage and Combined Training Association (hereafter, “WDCTA”) to list in this document all possible inherent 
risks of participating in equine activities or the Activity.


2. Acknowledgement that Participation in the Activity is Voluntary and Requires Personal Judgment. I acknowledge and 
understand that riding instruction by its nature requires that the instructor issue directions in the form of “commands.” I 
understand that while I should consider such commands, I must and will use my own judgment during my participation in 
the Activity. I understand that while participating in the Activity that: the commands and all activities engaged in as part of 
the instruction are entirely voluntary; that the instructor is not entitled to nor requests absolute obedience; that I may elect 
not to comply with any command or suggested act; and that I am expected to at all times be alert and thinking while 
participating in the Activity. I represent that both my equine and I have the requisite level of physical fitness and mental 
alertness to enable us to participate in the Activity, and are in good health and free from injury, illness or other defects which 
may impair our ability to engage in the Activity. 


3. Waiver and Release of Liability. I understand and voluntarily accept the inherent risks of engaging in equine activities, 
including risks from my voluntary compliance or noncompliance with instructor commands associated with the Activity. I 
voluntarily agree to hold harmless, release, waive, and covenant not to sue Cindy Ishoy, WDCTA, its officers, members, non-
members that pay an auditing fee, Touchstone Farm/Caryn and Mark Vesperman, as well as all other participants in the 
Activity (“Released Parties”) from any and all injuries, death, liability, or damage to person or property arising from my 
participation in the Activity, unless caused by Released Parties’ reckless, intentional or willful misconduct. Thus, I 
understand that this waiver and release is effective even if the injury, death, liability, or damage to person or property is 
caused or contributed to by the negligent action or inaction of Released Parties. 


4. Equine Activity Liability Law. I acknowledge that I have read the State of Wisconsin’s notice regarding equine activities:


Notice: A person who is engaged for compensation in the rental of equines or equine equipment or tack or in the instruction 
of a person in the riding or driving of an equine or in being a passenger upon an equine is not liable for the injury or death of 
a person involved in equine activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities, as defined in section 895.481 (1) 
(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes.


5. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Wisconsin.  
Any controversy, dispute, or claim arising out of or related to this Agreement, shall be resolved exclusively through 
proceedings filed in the federal or state court in Brooklyn County, Wisconsin. The invalidity or unenforceability of any 
provision or sentence of this Agreement shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision or sentence of 
this Agreement, which shall remain in full force and effect.  


I have read this waiver, release, and hold harmless agreement, fully understand its terms, understand that I am assuming 
risks inherent to my participation, and agree to be fully bound by its terms. I understand that I am free to consult with any 
counsel about the terms of this agreement. 


Signature of Participant__________________________________________________  Date ____________________________

(or parent or legal guardian of behalf of Participant, if Participant is under 18 years of age)


Name of Participant (please print)___________________________________________________________________________


Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________


City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________________  Phone __________________________



 



  Member Listings
Jayne Ayers 
Hearthstone Farm Inc. 
N14W30212 High Ridge Road 
Pewaukee, WI 53072 
jayne@dressagehorse.com 
(414) 313-4146 
Years of study with international 
experts, including training sessions with 
USET coaches. 45+ years of teaching. 
Teach beginner to Grand Prix. Earned 
many USDF Horse of the Year awards, 
long/short list for USET. Students 
winning national awards and qualifying 
for USDF Nationals and USET Festival. 
Emphasize harmony and clear 
communication through correct 
dressage principles for competition or 
enjoyment at home.


Marguerite Browne 
Marguerite Browne Dressage 
213 Kenwood Drive 
Thienssville, WI 53092 
(414) 208-0021 
brownebosco@yahoo.com 
Dressage instruction provided at all 
levels on rider’s own horse. Over 3 
decades of classical dressage training 
and riding. Will travel.


Shelley Day 
Brookfield, WI 
(414) 403-8491  
sdaydressage04@yahoo.com 
www.daydressage.com 
30+ years teaching and training. USDF 
Bronze and Silver Medalist, USDF 
Bronze and Silver Freestyle Bars. 
Shown 
hrough Intermediare I. Training at Dia-
mond Legacy Farm (Mukwonago, WI) 
and Paddock Hills Equestrian Center 
(Union, IL). Available for travel to your 
farm in southern WI and northern IL. 
Check our website for more information.


Tracey Dikkers 
Dundee Training Stable 
W4835 Aspen Court 
Wild Rose, WI 54984 
(608) 220-2628 
traceydikkers@gmail.com  
Shown through Intermediare I, training 
Grand Prix. 15+ years of teaching. Will 
teach beginners to Grand Prix. Ride 
regularly under top trainers. USDF 
Bronze and Silver medals on self-trained 
horses. USDF/USEF “r” judge. Will 
travel for clinics and lessons.

Megan McIsaac 
Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
FEI trainer, USDF-certified instructor 
thru 2nd Level. 2014 national champion 
with Kingsley. USDF Gold, Silver, Bronze 
medalist, all USDF bars. Competed two 
horses at GP. Competed 4th level and 
small tour at Dressage at Devon. Year-
end USDF, USEF, WDCTA awards. 15+ 
years teaching experience. Students 
competed through GP, earned rider 
awards and medals. Will teach all levels. 
School horses available. Travel for 
lessons and clinics.                                                             


Andrea Schten 
Tailwind Farm 
W350S6890 Ulrickson Road 
Eagle, WI 53119 
(262) 470-4557 
aschten@hotmail.com 
www.andreaschten.com 
USDF Bronze, Silver and Gold medalist, 
regional championships: Training 
through Grand Prix on self-trained 
horses. Multiple students have earned 
Bronze and Silver medals. 
Schoolmasters avail-able. Trailering in 
for lessons welcome. Available for 
clinics; travel for lessons.                    


Kate Van Sicklen 
110 Merrill Crest Drive 
Madison, WI 53705 
katherinevansicklen@gmail.com 
(608) 669-0148 
40+ years of teaching experience. 
British Horse Society instructor 
certification. USDF “L” graduate with 
distinction. USDF Associate Certified 
Instructor. USDF Silver Medal. Shown 
through Prix St. George. Will teach 
through 4th Level. Specialize in teaching 
horses and riders correct basics. Will 
travel.    


Nicole Trapp 
Barryridge Equestrian Center 
1713 Carrie Lane 
West Bend, WI 53095 
trappnl@hotmail.com 
(920) 960-6930 
Shown through PSG on self-trained 
horses. USDF Bronze and Silver 
Medalist, completed USDF L program 
w/distinction, audited instructor 
program.  25 years of teaching 
experience, Many year-end awards 
through USDF, USEF, and WDCTA, 
placed at 2015 U.S. Dressage 
Finals.Participated in 2017 National 
Young Horse Championships. Will teach 
up to 4th level, school horses available, 
will travel for clinics.     


Joann Williams 
W3580 Scotch Bush Road 
Elkhorn, WI 53121 
jwcambridge18@yahoo.com 
(414) 378-2231 
Classical dressage for every horse and 
rider, beginner to Grand Prix.  Lessons, 
training in traditional, Western and 
gaited dressage. Earned all 6 USDF 
Medals, multiple USDF HOY, All-Breed 
regional and WDCTA awards on many 
horses. Western Dressage World 
Champion Levels 2&3 in 2016 and 2017. 
Many students are Silver and Bronze 
medalists. 30+ years experience 
bringing horses and riders up the 
levels. Studied with many FEI and 
National Level "S" judges and 
riders. Based in Elkhorn. Will travel.               

INSTRUCTORS

mailto:lindinhofllc@gmail.com
http://www.andreaschten.com
mailto:office@sunflowerfarms.com?subject=
mailto:trappnl@hotmail.com
mailto:jwcambridge18@yahoo.com
mailto:lindinhofllc@gmail.com
http://www.andreaschten.com
mailto:office@sunflowerfarms.com?subject=
mailto:trappnl@hotmail.com
mailto:jwcambridge18@yahoo.com


  Member Listings
Jackie Luebke-Puetz 
15034 Co. Rd. X 
Kiel, WI 53042-9706 
cvestor@aol.com 
(920) 693-3367 
Small, peaceful facility — no drama 
queens! Indoor w/ mirrors, heated 
facilities, H/C wash stall, screened 
facility — no bugs! Limited openings for 
boarders. Trails. Lessons available. 
Would love to discuss your equine 
needs.   


Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
Megan McIsaac 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
80x200’ heated indoor w/ mirrors. New 
stalls and client tack room w/ individual 
lockers. Individual and group turnout. 
Wash stall. Solarium. Theraplate. 
Numerous trails. Individual training 
programs. Lessons and leasing options 
on FEI school horses, month training for 
horses and riders. FEI trainer on site.                              


Tailwind Farm 
Andrea Schten 
W350S6890 Ulrickson Road 
Eagle, WI 53119 
(262) 470-4557 
aschten@hotmail.com 
www.andreaschten.com 
Heated barn and tack room, dry lots and 
large pastures. H/C wash stall, 10 x 12’ 
stalls, Theraplate, indoor and outdoor 
arenas.                                                 


Jayne Ayers 
Hearthstone Farm Inc. 
N14W30212 High Ridge Road 
Pewaukee, WI 53072 
jayne@dressagehorse.com 
(414) 313-4146 
Educational programs and seminars on 
wide variety of topics pertaining to dres-
sage training and judging; rider develop-
ment; horse management; show prep-
aration; biomechanics; freestyles. FEI 4* 
and USEF “S” judge, USDF faculty 
member, long-time instructor and trainer.

                                                             

Tracey Dikkers 
Dundee Training Stable 
W4835 Aspen Court 
Wild Rose, WI 54984 
(608) 220-2628 
traceydikkers@gmail.com  
USEF/USDF “r” dressage judge, USDF 
Bronze and Silver medals and ridden to 
Grand Prix on self-trained horses. Trains 
own horses through FEI. Available for 
lessons through FEI and dressage 
clinics. 25 years experience. Will travel.


Irongate Equine Clinic 
1848 Waldorf Blvd. 
Madison, WI 53719 
(608) 845-6006 
info@irongateequine.com 
Equine Veterinarian in Madison, 
Wisconsin. 24-hour emergency care.  
Regular business hours: Monday - 
Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 p.m.             


Lindinhof Equine Sports Zentrum 
4246 Schneider Drive 
Oregon, WI 53575 
lindinhofllc@gmail.com 
(608) 445-8531 
www.lindinhof.com 
Importing top quality dressage horses 
from Europe. Contact us to find your 
next dressage star.                             


Caryn Vesperman - USEF ‘r’ Judge 
W1619 King Road 
Brooklyn, WI 53521  
touchstonefarm@gmail.com 
(608) 455-2208 
USDF Gold, Silver and Bronze medalist. 
Shown through Grand Prix. Available for 
USEF/USDF-recognized dressage 
shows, eventing shows and schooling 
shows.  


Jackie Luebke-Puetz 
15034 Co. Rd. X 
Kiel, WI 53042-9706 
cvestor@aol.com 
(920) 693-3367  
Standing Welsh stallion, Too Cute to 
Shoot, bay, 13.2 h, cuter than a bug’s 
ear and several times qualified for USDF 
breeding championships. 

STABLES BUSINESS

BREEDERS

Missing  
here as an 
instructor, 

breeder, stable or  
business owner?   

Go to 
WDCTA.org  
to sign up!

http://WDCTA.org
mailto:cvestor@aol.com
mailto:lindinhofllc@gmail.com
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mailto:info@irongateequine.com
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WDCTA EVENTS 

May 26 
Central Chptr Beginner Eventing Clinic 
Instructor: Nicki Butler

central@wdcta.org


May 25-26 
Southwest Chapter Cindy Ishoy Clinic 
Opening Date: Friday, April 26

Location: Caryn Vesperman’s Touchstone 
Farm, W1619 King Road, Brooklyn, WI

Email: touchstonefarm@gmail.com

Call or text: (608) 695-9914


June 23 
Central Chptr Beginner Eventing Clinic 
Instructor: Nicki Butler

central@wdcta.org


June 29-30 
Southwest Chapter Cindy Ishoy Clinic 
Opening Date: Saturday, June 1

Location: Caryn Vesperman’s Touchstone 
Farm, W1619 King Road, Brooklyn, WI

Email: touchstonefarm@gmail.com

Call or text: (608) 695-9914


July 13 
Central Chptr Beginner Eventing Clinic 
Instructor: Nicki Butler

central@wdcta.org


July 27 
Central Chapter Schooling Show 
Instructor: Nicki Butler

central@wdcta.org


August 18 
Central Chptr Beginner Eventing Clinic 
Instructor: Nicki Butler

central@wdcta.org


SHOWS AND OTHER EVENTS 

April 12-14 
Midwest Horse Show 
Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI


May 11 
Horse Power Healing Center 
Location: Walworth County Fairgrounds

Contact: Wendy Konicheck (262) 594-3667

email: info@horsepowerhealingcenter.com

www.horsepowerhealingcenter.com

(See ad in this issue)


July 20-21 
Southwest Chapter Capital Mini Event 

Calendar of Events

Support WDCTA Business Members:
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Mechanicals:
Ad size below. Photos should be 
submitted as jpegs. Or, mail to editor 
for scanning. Include self-address-
ed, stamped envelope for its return.

Deadline:
All calendar submissions, ads and 
payment must be received by the 
15th of the month prior to publica-
tion. Make checks out to WDCTA.

WDCTA members receive 
special rate (in ORANGE).
See calendar information at 
bottom of page. 

Editor Contact Info:
Caryn Vesperman
newsletter@wdcta.org
W1619 King Road
Brooklyn, WI 53521

EQuester
Advertising Rates

  eQuester and Website Calendar of Events Submissions:  For WDCTA members only. (Up to 20 words).

INCLUDE THIS:  Date > Event > Location > Contact (Name/Phone/Email) > WDCTA-Sponsored Event (Yes/No)
WDCTA Event: Link to organizer’s email and registration form, if applicable

NON-WDCTA-Sponsored Event:  Link to organizer’s email only. 
Member-hosted private riding clinics cannot be advertised in the newsletter at this time.

Description  1 x 6 x 12 x

Business Card
3.5 x 2”: In eQuester newsletter 
with link to email OR website. $10 ($9) $50 ($45) $100 ($90)

Classified Ad
Up to 50 words. 

In eQuester newsletter with link 
to email OR website. 

$5 ($4) $25 ($20) $50 ($45)

Quarter Page
3.5 x 5”: In eQuester newsletter 
with links to email OR website.

$15 ($12) $85 ($70) $150 ($135)

Half Page
7.5 x 5” or 3.75 x 10”: In eQuester 

newsletter with links to 
email AND website.

$20 ($15) $100 ($90) $195 ($175)

Full Page
7.5 x 10”:  In eQuester newsletter 
with links to email AND website.

$40 ($35) $150 ($175) $300 ($350)

Website Banner Ad
180x150 pixels, and can be a

 .jpg, .gif or .png

 N/A $200 ($150) $400 ($300)


